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BETHLEHEM—In spparent
disregard of community will,
North Country Envimnmentad Ser.
vices has statted construction of
the next phase of its landlill on
Trudeau Road.

Dump trucks and bulldozers
rolled onto the 3.3 acve site last
Thuryday, two days afier the siale
Deparimeni of Environmenta| Ser-
vices granied a permit for con
struction.

The previous Friday, Sepl. Iy,
NCES h:nded each seleciman a
nolebook delailing Ihe company s
hisioric and lrgpll reasons (o7 w{\y
# already has local approval 1o
proceed wilh the expansion. In.

cluded are hwo maps swb.
divisions approved lor the Langifl
in 1980 and (9B5—maps thal ap-
parently have nol come Io fight
until now, and that NCES believes
greally sirengthens its case,

The book also includes another
offer of cash payments and ser.
vices in a host communily agree
menl wilth the tawn The lenma are

similar 1o what NCES offered (
lowan in 1997, & combination
cash payments and services wos
abou! $400,600 a year. NCES of
cials call the propogal an apeni
offer for furiher negot ation.

Selecimen immedialely r
ferred these documents o their ;
lomey, and have rehused 10 ma|
them public.

Many in town ned
these Laiest dﬂ-ri:;:’ln 1
two-decades-old Jandl] saga.

In March, volers rejecled for )
second year in @ row changes |
bown zoning laws that would ha
opened the doot ot landfil ¢
Pansion. From the moment of i
dedeat, NCES had vowed 1o reius
with another Iry a negolialin
terms [oy expansion. Bul [his 1a
eyl move appears 1o have bee
unexpecied.

"They assured everyone 1
Bethlehem would have complot
conlrol,” Nancy Van Houlen saic
relering to slalemenls made b
NCES officials during previou
debates on proposed zanin
amendmenls.

(Conlinwed on Ten
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Casella landfill move alarms Bethlehem

Cuntinual from Onc

‘ It shlg!‘x{mtjuﬂ ’abom every-
thing thay said to lown to date is
s bald faced lie,” said Roland
Shick. Both Van Houlen and Shick
have been working all summer on
atown recycling straregy as meme
bers of a Citizens’ Advisory Group
on Municipal Solid Waste.

“It's purely s ploy to force town
to_take them to court,” ‘said Stan
Hatrison, another advisory group
membex. “They’ve shifted the bur-
den 1o the town to defend itseil.
That'swhy they'rein a poar town
to start with,”

*I1's a desperation move,” said
Ted Wilkinaon, a planning board
member. “They knew they
couldn’t buy the votes. Now
they're rying to throw a blizzard
of atuff to try and confuse the
town and the selectmen, and in-
duce the town to settle on terms
favorabla to the landfill”

“They hope we yokals don’t
have the stomach for protracted
litigaon. It's a business strotegy,
st the same time bold and desper-

ake®
. 'While news of the construction
seemed 10 take everyone, includ-

S0N

ing selectinen, by surprise, signs
that NCES was moving quickly in
this direction were actuslly quile
clear.

On July 20, NCES applied fora
construction permit with DES. The
same day, landfill manager Bob
Wates hand delivered a copy of the
application to the town. Selectman
John Wedick said he remembers
Watts bringing the package, but
said he didn’t actually read the ap-
plicstion until last week. Nor did
other selectmen mention the a
plication to him, said chk[

Other selectmen could not be -

reached for comument.

Time is money at landfill

At the jandfill Friday, crews
were moving earth and rocks in
the pit that is site of the expansion.
High above them, trucks ammived
with tons of trash, The garbage is
quickly filling the adjacent ce of
the landfill '
. "*Time is money,” londfill men-
ager Watts mid. “We wouldn't be
good businesspeople if we didn’t
pursue construction now that we
have the opportanily.”

Essentially, it is 2 question of
timing, Watts explained. The cur-
rent stage of the Jandfill will be
filled to the brim by the end of the
year. The next townwide voie on
amending zoning to allow expan-
dn'tbe unill March 1999.
Even if an amendment passed,
coastruction couldn’t start until
May. By starting now, NCES ex-
pects the new phase to be ready
for action in December of this year.

New evidence asserted
*We have more than the town
of Bethlehein to think about.” says

Jim Bohlig, chief operating officer
of Casellsa Waste Systems, parent
company to NCES, “We are com-
mitted to providing uninternipted
North Country disposal apadty
to all communities—but we must
have the facility & do that.”

Bohlig, who flew into the
Whitefield mirport Monday 10
maeet with The Courier, said that his
company was not renegthg on ils
avowal of local conlrol. Instead, it
was merely asserting its right to
40 business. By refusing to pass
zoning chenges, the town has re-
peatedl :jccled his firm’s volun~
tary offer “to bind ourseives to a
more restrictive basis,” he said.

In fact. Bohlig asserted, evi-
dence uncovered recenctly
strengthens the company’s posi-
tion that it already has local ap-
proval to expand the landAll.

He cifered as evidence two
maps showing sitt plans for the

‘landfill. One, dated April 1983,

shows a 10-acre subdivision fora
landfill appraved by the planning
board for fhmld Brown.

The other, dated March 1985,

“shows a 48-acre subdivision fora

landfill, also approved by the
planning boad.

The maps were found at the
Grafton County Register of Deeds.
They are not in the town’s own
files, nor are there planning board
minutes referving to these, he said-
(In & quick check of Bethlehem
g:mnin and zoning files, The

urier also failed to uncover these
documents.}

*People in Bethlehem—like Ted
Wilkinson—must have known
this. but they anever said any-
thing,” Bohlig charged.

Shown the maps Tuesday,
Wilkinson said he'd never seen
them before or heard of these ap-
parent earhier planning board de-
cisions. “1t's & mystery,” he said.
But even if these planning board
actions were legal, he reasoned,
~this does nothing to change the
status of local permits and the linv-
its implied in the speclal exception
granted the landfll in 1986." And
therein lies the heart of the legal
tangle that has possessed the
town and landﬁlrfor cars: dis-
agreement over exactly how much

acreage the speclal exception cov-
ess. :

V‘:bat naext? ’
tat happens next is anyone’s
guess. NEE; has usked the,
selectboard to respond ta its offer’
by Oct. 14. Some in town advocate .
that selecrmen immediately issue
a cease and desiat order to stop .
construction. Selectman David .
Wood last week pondered that “it:
could be the duty of the town” to
seek an injunction to uphold zon«
inﬁ laws & y understood.
A legal defense fund has been
started by members of the ditizens’,
advisory group. who say that they
will challenge selectmen, if neces:
ur;,cto defend town zoning. I

lectman Wedick suggested
that ~other towns (that send gar-
bage to Bethlehem) can breathe
easy, because 1 don't think the
landfill will go away, evea if the
selectboard flls on its sword.” In
any case, he says, the board should
do nothing untll it reccives a legal
opinion. 7

The board is due to discuss the

issue at its meeting Sept.28.

Without question, however,

NCES's dedision to forge ahead
with expansion will affect publi¢
opinion about the landfill. :

“Many votess who may have

been swayed (to approve zoning
changes favoring the landfill) will
be alienated by this deflant law<
breaking.” Wilkinson ventured.

“It's part of the challenge to ex-

plain why we think we can do
whal we're doing,” said Watts, in
response to the question of
whather the good will he has per-
sonally tried to create will be
eclipsed. Walls has spent many
volunieer hours working on town
efforis. including the Chamber of
Commerce and revitalization
committee. NCES has also do-
nated thousands of dollars to lo-
cal nonprofit groups. “We've tried
to be a good corporake citizen and
we intend to continue doing that”
he said. :

“There's nothing better than
our actions to speak to what
inds of belicfs you have,” he

added. No doubt. many will

agree. ,



