
Ammonoosuc River Local Advisory Committee (LAC) Conference Call Meeting 
September 25, 2020 @ 4:15PM 
 
Start Time: 4:15 PM 
Chairman Richard Walling called the Ammonoosuc River Local Advisory Committee (LAC) 
Conference Call Meeting to order at 4:15 PM under the *emergency provisions of RSA 91-A, 
New Hampshire’s Right-to-Know law, as allowed by Emergency Order 11 under Executive 
Order 2020-04 in light of the COVID-19 outbreak. 
 
Roll Call 
Ammonoosuc River LAC Participants: 
Richard Walling, Chairman (Bath)  
Dennis McFadden, Vice Chairman (Sugar Hill) 
Connie McDade, Corresponding Secretary & Host (Littleton) 
 
Members of the Public in Attendance: 
Eliot Wessler, Board Chairman of North Country Alliance for Public Change (NCABC) 
Fred Anderson, President of Forest Lake Association 
John Swan, Founder of Save Forest Lake 
 
Total Number of Attendees: 6 
Public Notification for connection to FreeConferenceCall.com was provided on NHDES Forum 
September 24 through September 25 
(Message, if trouble connecting, call Connie McDade @ 603-346-0356) 
 
Agenda: 
NHDES File #2020-02239 Wetlands Application for the proposed landfill in Dalton and 
Bethlehem 
 
LAC members reviewed the Wetland Application, noting their concerns about environmental 
impact to the site selected for the landfill, being uphill of the Ammonoosuc River, a designated 
river in the NH Rivers Management and Protection Program. The headwater streams on the 
hillside are highly interconnected with ground water, feeding into the Hatch Brook-Alder Brook 
tributary, a perennial stream complex that flows into the Ammonoosuc River just a short distance 
upstream of Town of Littleton. The following concerns were expressed: 
! Disturbance to the well-functioning wetland complex 
! Disturbance to Alder Brook fishery managed to protect wild brook trout (catch & release) 
! Disturbance to rainbow trout and brown trout fishing in the Ammonoosuc River 
! Alder Brook has Highest Ranked Wildlife Habitat in NH in 2020 Wildlife Action Plan  
! 5 Vernal Pools on the property are a priority resource that need to be protected 
! Ammonoosuc River is source of drinking water downstream in Woodville and in Lisbon 

with river’s proximity to the Lisbon town wells 
! Fluvial Geomorphology indicates very high fluvial erosion zone in this reach of the river 

(Ammonoosuc River Geomorphic Assessment, Floodplain Conservation, and River Corridor 
Planning by Dr. John Field, October 2011) 

! Slope of land in topography directs drainage flow from the site down to the river 
! Runoff drainage from impervious gravel area on the site would also flow downhill  
! Screening landfill from the public view of tourists, a challenge for the proposed hillside  
! Truck traffic blowing dust from gravel driveway down to highway Route 116 below  
! Highway sharp turn access to site poses an impediment to traffic flow along highway 
! Track record of Casella interaction with host communities 



A river reflects the health of the watershed. The importance of the river, as a community 
resource involves local planning and protection efforts by a town. Littleton expressed recognition 
of the outstanding features of the Ammonoosuc River in 2014, wanting to make the riparian zone 
and access to it a town focal point. It went ahead to make river district improvements, paired 
with commitment to take all necessary measures ahead to preserve and protect the existing 
riparian buffers where and when practical, to offer opportunities for outdoor recreation, bringing 
greater public knowledge about the river, and spur involvement for the residents to look after 
their river. Trout Unlimited fishing events, country music, and seasonal events have taken place 
annually along the shoreline in the town proper. Young people go wading on the ledges in the 
river. The Farmer’s Market is open on the south shore in the summer. No one would feel 
comfortable enjoying recreational opportunities riverside, if there was a landfill upstream just a 
stone’s throw away. Littleton has committed economic funding for citizen enjoyment of the 
natural surrounds to be an established use of the riparian zone. Residents and tourists alike seek 
out the riverside environs for recreation, relaxation and renewal. Imagine how it would feel, if 
upon leaving the river, one observed landfill trucks, heading up Douglas Drive just a short 
distance away upstream. The two uses are totally at odds with each other. 
 
Chairman Walling canvassed the LAC members in attendance, one by one, whether in favor of 
this proposed landfill site in Dalton, as being a suitable site for the project. Considering factors of 
topography, natural resources, socio-economics, and safety, the LAC members in attendance 
were in accord that selection of the landfill location should be based on criteria related to the 
environmental and hazardous material management. They oppose the Dalton site selected for the 
new landfill because it does not appear to be a suitable location for multiple reasons. The 
Ammonoosuc River having been selected for two upstream landfill sites (existing landfill in 
Bethlehem and proposed site in Dalton) makes it seem like the responsibility has unduly been 
put on one river to carry the landfill burden, which is unfair to the downstream communities. 

 
Dennis McFadden made the motion that Chairman Walling write a letter of comment to the 
NHDES to say LAC members are opposed to siting of the landfill in this location, stating a list of 
reasons why. Connie McDade seconded the motion. By Roll Call vote, it was a unanimous yes 
vote. 
 
Wetlands PBN Application to remove sunken boathouse and associated debris on Partridge 
Lake property of Daniel Verpaelst in Littleton. Health Zoning Officer Milton Bratz has notified 
owner it is a health and safety issue. Corrective action is required. Chairman Walling signed the 
application to facilitate the process, taking place as soon as possible. 
 
Adjournment 
Dennis made the motion to adjourn the phone conference, seconded by Connie. Roll Call Vote: 
Dennis (Yes), Rick (Yes) and Connie (Yes). Phone call conference was adjourned at 5:10 PM.  
 
Respectfully Submitted by 

 
Connie McDade, Corresponding Secretary 
Ammonoosuc River Local Advisory Committee 
 
 
 


