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Joy and disappointment with
the Supreme Court

On June 23rd I was happy to hear the U.S.
Supreme Court had struck down the awful New York
concealed firearm law. The law was passed over a 100
years ago to prevent Italian Americans from carrying
firearms. It allowed a state official to arbitrarily de-
cide who can and who cannot carry a firearm. Any de-
cision restricting the right to carry a firearm should
be consistently applied. I am sure New York will pass
an obnoxious application process for concealed carry
but at least New Yorkers will have a path to get a per-
mit.

My joy was turned to disappointment the following
day when the Supreme Court overturned Roe v Wade.
Even Chief Justice Roberts, a conservative jurist,
stated that the decision went too far. The decision
triggered draconian restrictions on abortion in some
states. Luckily, for women in New Hampshire abor-
tion is safe and legal up to six months of pregnancy. It
would be wise for Republican lawmakers to keep it
that way unless they would like to lose control of state
government to the Democrats.

ADAM CZARKOWSKI
Penac ook

By ADAM FINKEL

G overnor Sununu has thrice
earned the right and the respon-
sibility to make the tough

choices to balance competing interests
as he sees fit. But in vetoing the landfill
safety bill (HB 1454), I presume based
on misinformation from staff or lobby-
ists, he offered a page of unscientific
and misleading rationalizations for his
decision, considering only one narrow
set of special interests.

He thereby told two-thirds of the
Senate, and a resounding voice-vote
majority in the House, that a biparti-
san bill written to their specifications
by experts and fellow legislators,
whose language was carefully negoti-
ated with DES itself, was “a solution in
search of a problem.”

The opposite is true. The problem of
toxic substances, PFAS, metals, sol-
vents, and the like, leaking from solid
waste landfills and polluting our sur-
face water and private wells are star-
ing our region in the face. All landfills
will leak. The peer-reviewed literature
says nothing to contradict this. But in
some locations, underground pollution
moves at speeds of a few inches per
year — in others, at more than 10 feet
per day. And this looming problem has
a proven solution: use science to iden-
tify and avoid the worst possible geo-
logic locations for burying millions of
tons of trash.

L et’s start with a quick tour of how
the other states in our region solved
their problem decades ago, and have
steered landfills towards sensible loca-
tions.

Massachusetts has had a de facto
moratorium on building a new landfill
anywhere. And why shouldn’t it, since
it has a willing partner (the Granite
State) to accept much of its exported
trash? As for New York and Maine,
they ’ve told developers to forget about
digging anywhere where the soil is hy-
per-permeable, as in a sandy area or
gravel pit. Maine then disallows addi-
tional sites, those where polluted
groundwater could reach a nearby lake
or river within six years. HB 1454 mim-
ics this Maine provision but uses a less
strict five-year setback. Other states
outside New England have long used
time-to-pollute setbacks based on local
groundwater speed, ranging up to 10
years (WA) and 12 years (NJ).

According to DES itself, fully 86% of
the land area of New Hampshire is un-
derlain with relatively impermeable
soils that likely are ideal for landfilling.
A developer who had no idea about soil

(that company shouldn’t be in the land-
fill business) could still find a decent
site 6 times out of 7 just by throwing
darts at a map.

But DES stands by its archaic, one-
size-fits-all, 200-foot setback to lakes
and rivers, which allows for as little as
two weeks from inevitable leak to irre-
versible pollution if the soil is sand/
gravel.

The veto message, unfortunately,
also misstates other key facts, of which
these are but two examples:

■ Current landfill regulations are
“already rigorous and robust.” While
DES has written 44 pages of landfill
regulations, 41 ½ of these pages con-
cern the design, operation, and closure
of the facilities. But the section on
where a landfill can be put is brief,
vague, and noncompliant with federal
law (DES has failed to triple the dis-
tance of the setback to airports, as
Congress required 22 years ago!)

■ HB 1454 “would likely have pre-
vented construction of some of the
seven lined landfills” in New Hamp-
shire. Unfair, untrue. Yes, some might
have been built elsewhere, perhaps
nearby, but not “never built at all.” In-
deed, the data show that the Carberry
(50 feet/year local groundwater speed),
NCES Bethlehem (365 ft/yr), and
Turnkey (580 ft/yr) landfills are already
located in excellent or good soils.
(NCES is polluting the Ammonoosuc,
according to a lawsuit just settled, but
that’s only because a drainage ditch
runs right from it into the river). In
stark contrast, at the proposed “Gran-
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The recently-vetoed HB 1454
is needed to protect NH

waters from landfill leaks

COURT ESY
The Ingerson tract, a typical sand/gravel operation, seen in early 2022, is the site of the one application that was filed
with DES in 2019 and recently withdrawn.
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What they do, not what they say
Why is the president held responsible for issues he

has no control over? The war between Russia and
Ukraine is a direct result of Trump’s decision to with-
hold weapons, that had been previously approved by
Congress, and his direct pressuring of Ukraine’s pres-
ident to announce investigations regarding Biden and
his son Hunter. Inflation is a direct result of the
COVID-19 pandemic, the Russian war with Ukraine,
the greed of the oil conglomerates and climate
change, not the president. Extreme climate change is
responsible for the decline of at least 10% of world-
wide food crops. The president has been trying to
counteract this climate catastrophe. Despite his ef-
forts every action has been fought by climate deniers.
Minority leader Mitch McConnell has stated that he
would deny any bill the House submitted to him.

Examples of some of the 395 bills in the ‘legislative
graveyard’, despite bipartisan support and the sup-
port of the American people, are climate change legis-
lation, voting rights bills, anti gun violence rights bills,
protection of Americans healthcare, safeguard pen-
sions earned by working Americans, protect our elec-
tions against the threat of foreign interference and
prescription drug pricing. At least he’s honest about
starting his objectives. This is very different from the
lies some politicians spout to get elected and then do
an about face and behave completely different. Voters
expect their representatives to work for the people
not against them. Please do your research and vote to
keep our democracy intact and thriving.

KIM POOLER
Concor d

Illegal fentanyl caused the crisis
There are groups of chronic pain patients who are

trying to correct the government’s false narrative
about the “opioid crisis.” Perhaps informing people of
the truth is the first step. Doctors are being perse-
cuted instead of DEA agents going after street drug
dealers. Illegal drugs containing illicit fentanyl caused
the crisis, not legal opioids being prescribed for
chronic pain or other types of pain. Patients are being
discontinued from the legal medications they were
stable taking, often without even medically safe taper-
ing. Few pain patients ever become addicted, and the
fears of addiction and diversion make no sense in this
atmosphere of pill counts and urine testing.

Legal opioids are safe and effective for chronic and
other types of pain, and have been used safely for cen-
turies. The illegal fentanyl is often added to other
street drugs and is very dangerous. The DOJ and
DEA need to stop trying to practice medicine. Pain
must be treated effectively or it harms the body. Pa-
tients are suicidal after losing years of good pain relief
which increased productivity and quality of life. Some
get very ill after being cut off, and can die. Spread the
truth so that the real cause of the crisis can be ad-
dressed. Stop persecuting doctors and ruining the
lives of chronic pain patients.

MARISA HANSEN
Farming ton

Note: BOTH the red areas (worst) and yellow areas are unsuitable for landfilling-- but TOGETHER
they only comprise 14% of the land area of NH, according to NH DES. The entire grey area (86%)
is likely suitable
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ite State Landfill” in Dalton/
Whitefield/Bethlehem, the
erstwhile applicant measured
the local groundwater velocity
at an incredibly fast 5,840 ft/yr.

So let’s please put this lie
that “safer landfills mean no
landfills” to rest once and for
all.

Here’s an exact analogy. At

every public pool in the na-
tion, there’s a sign saying “No
diving in shallow end.” Can
anyone sanely interpret that
warning as “no one will ever
dive anywhere ever again?”
Or would you walk 20 steps to
the deep end, where you can
enjoy your dive and not risk
breaking your neck?

It’s true that as of today,
there are no active applica-

BRANDON KERNEN / NH DES
“Assessment of Water Level
Trends in Bedrock Wells in
NH ,” 2011 .

tions to build a new landfill in
New Hampshire, nor should
there be, given that DES pro-
jects ample in-state capacity
until at least 2041.

But there is one company
that spent three years trying
to put together a credible pro-
posal and has now withdrawn
all its pending applications.
But even Casella Waste Sys-
tems will not be harmed by

this legislation. Now that they
are starting from scratch
again, all they need do, if they
value the expressed will of the
House and Senate, is to look
anywhere in New Hampshire
other than a sandpit 2,800 feet
from a pristine lake.

HB 1454 is needed to pro-
tect all the water in our state;
to protect every New Hamp-

shire town from any company
that insists on a location that
any scientist or engineer
should know is a non-starter. I
urge the House and Senate to
replicate their earlier votes
and override this veto. The
next leachate pouring
through gravel, a stone’s
throw from a lake or river,
could be yours.

L ANDFILL FROM A7

Protecting all NH bodies of water from landfill leaks
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Temperature RealFeel Temperature®

Today

Clouds and sun

Wind: W 6-12 mph

81° to 87°/53° to 59°

Saturday

Plenty of sunshine

Wind: NNW 4-8 mph

75° to 81°/44° to 50°

Sunday

Sunny and pleasant

Wind: NW 4-8 mph

76° to 82°/46° to 52°

Monday

Partly sunny

Wind: WSW 6-12 mph

82° to 88°/60° to 66°

Tuesday

Rather cloudy, a heavy 

t-storm

Wind: SW 7-14 mph

84° to 90°/58° to 64°

Wednesday

Partly sunny with a t-storm

Wind: WSW 7-14 mph

82° to 88°/56° to 62°

Statistics for Concord through 2 p.m. Thursday

High  ....................................  80°

Low  .....................................  51°

Normal high/low  ...........  83°/59°

Today  ...........................  87°/58°

Saturday  .......................  84°/49°

Sunday  .........................  84°/52°

Monday  ........................  88°/63°
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Tide Report

First high  ........................ 6:30 a.m.
First low  ....................... 12:40 a.m.
Second high  .................... 6:58 p.m.
Second low  ................... 12:55 p.m.
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SWAM’s Celebration of Heroes
Presented by Service Credit Union

• Live Music • Fireworks • Live Military and K9
Demonstrations and more.

 Delta Dental Stadium - Manchester, NH
Saturday, July 16, 2022 • 4:00 PM - 9:30 PM

Fun for the whole family all to support our Veterans!

To purchase tickets go to www.swam.org/events-2/
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