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Juniper Ridge Landfill: A Battle for
Environmental Stewardship in Old Town,
Maine
In Old Town, Maine, Casella Waste Systems' proposed six-year extension to manage the Juniper Ridge Landfill faces opposition from

local residents, the Penobscot Nation, and environmentalists. Concerns over pollution, environmental damage, and transparency have led

to calls for a comprehensive environmental impact investigation and the exploration of alternative waste disposal solutions.

In the heart of Old Town, Maine, a debate simmers that could shape the environmental and communal

landscape for years to come. At the core of this debate is Casella Waste Systems' request for a six-year

extension to their already 30-year tenure managing the Juniper Ridge Landfill. The proposed extension,

pushing their contract through to 2040, has sparked a fiery discussion among local residents, the Penobscot

Nation, and environmentalists, fueled by concerns over pollution, environmental damage, and a perceived

opacity in Casella's operations.

The Heart of the Matter
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During a recent public hearing, the community's unrest was palpable. Voices rose, demanding accountability

and transparency from Casella Waste Systems, amid allegations of environmental mismanagement. The

landfill, a critical infrastructure for waste disposal in the region, has become a contentious symbol of broader

environmental issues. Last year's unexplained fire and the leaching of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances

(PFAS) into the Penobscot River watershed have intensified calls for a comprehensive environmental impact

investigation.

The surge in trash volume by 30 percent, attributed to the closure of other disposal facilities, has only added

to the landfill's woes. Meanwhile, Casella maintains that their operations comply with all Department of

Environmental Protection (DEP) guidelines, a claim met with skepticism by concerned citizens and

environmental groups.

Voices from the Community

"It's not just about managing waste. It's about protecting our community, our environment, and our future,"

expressed a local resident during the hearing, encapsulating the sentiment of many in attendance. The

Penobscot Nation, whose lands are intricately linked to the Penobscot River, has voiced particularly strong

opposition to the extension, highlighting the sacred and life-sustaining role of the river in their culture and

livelihood.

Environmentalists have rallied around the cause, calling for a halt to the extension until a full and transparent

review is conducted. "We need a system that prioritizes the health of our environment and our people over

profit," stated an environmental advocate, echoing a common theme of the discussions.

Looking Ahead

The state of Maine is at a crossroads, with the controversial proposal catalyzing a broader debate on the

future of waste management in the region. A bill is currently under consideration that would not only

investigate alternative waste disposal solutions but also require a public benefit review for any proposed

extension of landfill contracts, like that of Juniper Ridge.

This moment in Maine's environmental governance is more than a contractual dispute; it represents a pivotal

struggle over stewardship, accountability, and the path forward in an era of increasing environmental

consciousness. The outcome of this debate could set a precedent for how waste management projects align

with community and environmental values in the future.
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As the state deliberates on the extension request and the proposed bill, the voices of Old Town residents, the

Penobscot Nation, and environmentalists resonate, calling for a decision that not only addresses today's

waste management challenges but also safeguards tomorrow's environmental legacy.


