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Berkeley Parenteau, 12, stands in front of the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services during a
rally against the development of a land�ll near Forest Lake State Park.

Monday, Sept. 13, marks the close of the extended public comment period on a wetlands
permit applica�on for the development of a controversial land�ll in the town of Dalton.

Get NHPR's repor�ng about poli�cs, the pandemic, and other top stories in your inbox — sign
up for our newsle�er today.

The wetlands permit is one of many permits Vermont-based Casella Waste Systems
needs to secure prior to moving forward with a 137-acre land�ll next to Forest Lake
State Park.

Opponents say that the land�ll would import much of its trash from other states and
pose a threat to the environment around the proposed site. But Casella says a new dump
is necessary to expand the state and the region’s land�ll capacity.

In late August, the Department of Environmental Services (NHDES) drew cri�cism from
land�ll opponents when it asked Casella Waste Management to submit an amended
applica�on that only addressed the wetlands impacts of the �rst phase of its three-phase
proposal.

A�er agreeing to submit an amended applica�on on December 15, Casella requested an
extension on the review of their applica�on, which would push the deadline for a
decision on the permit to December of 2022.

Tom Irwin, director of the Conserva�on Law Founda�on, said an amended applica�on
including only the �rst phase could cause the department to underes�mate the project’s
actual impact if the department doesn’t consider the wetlands impact of phases two and
three at the same �me.

Rene Pelle�er, assistant director of water for NHDES, said that his team did not want to
entertain a permit for 17 acres of wetlands impact for all three phases of the project
without knowing whether the project would receive other necessary permits, including
permits from the Air Resources Division and the Solid Waste Division, for its later
phases.
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He also said his team felt they didn’t have enough informa�on, par�cularly about the
hydrology of the site, to make a decision about the permit without reques�ng an
amended applica�on.

Permi�ng the land�ll would counter New Hampshire’s own policies on solid waste, Irwin
said. The state’s waste management hierarchy puts land�lling at the very bo�om, a�er
other solu�ons like source reduc�on, recycling, and compos�ng.

“Commi�ng New Hampshire to yet another mega-land�ll will only exacerbate where we
are, will only con�nue to undermine state policies that favor waste reduc�on and will
only con�nue to make New Hampshire a dumping ground for the rest of the region,”
Irwin said.

People gathered in front of the NHDES building for a rally Friday, holding handmade
signs and chan�ng “do the right thing.”

Berkeley Parenteau, 12, missed a day of school to urge NHDES to deny the wetlands
applica�on and preserve the lake that she’s growing up with.

“Some of the people who are making the decisions about the land�ll most likely won’t be
around to experience any of the consequences of these decisions, but I will,” she said in
her speech. “Allowing the land�ll to be built on some of the precious wetlands is not
doing the right thing,”

NHDES will develop a �meline for the rest of the applica�on within the next couple of
weeks, Rene Pelle�er said. 

Tags NH News casella Trash & Landfills Dalton

Mara Hoplamazian

See stories by Mara Hoplamazian

Here and Now
NHPR

https://www.des.nh.gov/waste/solid-waste/waste-reduction-and-diversion
https://www.nhpr.org/nh-news
https://www.nhpr.org/tags/casella
https://www.nhpr.org/tags/trash-landfills
https://www.nhpr.org/tags/dalton
https://www.nhpr.org/people/mara-hoplamazian
https://www.nhpr.org/people/mara-hoplamazian
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=179437634226009&display=popup&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhpr.org%2Fnh-news%2F2021-09-13%2Fpublic-comment-period-on-controversial-landfill-development-in-dalton-ends
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhpr.org%2Fnh-news%2F2021-09-13%2Fpublic-comment-period-on-controversial-landfill-development-in-dalton-ends&text=Public%20Comment%20Period%20On%20Controversial%20Landfill%20Development%20In%20Dalton%20Ends
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhpr.org%2Fnh-news%2F2021-09-13%2Fpublic-comment-period-on-controversial-landfill-development-in-dalton-ends&mini=true&title=Public%20Comment%20Period%20On%20Controversial%20Landfill%20Development%20In%20Dalton%20Ends&summary=The%20public%20comment%20period%20for%20a%20wetlands%20permit%20application%20necessary%20for%20the%20development%20of%20a%20controversial%20landfill%20near%20Dalton%20closes%20Monday%2C%20Sept.%2013.&source=NHPR
mailto:?body=Public%20Comment%20Period%20On%20Controversial%20Landfill%20Development%20In%20Dalton%20Ends%0A%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fwww.nhpr.org%2Fnh-news%2F2021-09-13%2Fpublic-comment-period-on-controversial-landfill-development-in-dalton-ends%0A%0AThe%20public%20comment%20period%20for%20a%20wetlands%20permit%20application%20necessary%20for%20the%20development%20of%20a%20controversial%20landfill%20near%20Dalton%20closes%20Monday%2C%20Sept.%2013.

