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Citizens Against the Dump resubmitted recall petitions yesterday for the Board of Health.
The petitions say health board members Ida E. Beane, Neil A. Cullen and Randy J. Lawrence, the chairman, should be removed from office because of a contract they reached June 5 with New England Waste Services to create a sanitary landfill.
The petitions say the contract threatens the health and welfare of Templeton residents. They say the Board of Health was not authorized to execute the contract on behalf of the town and did not adequately consider the best interest of the people.
The contract calls for new landfill space to be opened near a closed, unlined landfill.
Citizens Against the Dump said it gathered more than 1,200 signatures against each of the three health board members, said Town Clerk Carol A. Harris. The group needs 643 certified signatures for each petition, she said.
"Right now, I'm certifying them," Mrs. Harris said. She must make sure that the petition signers are registered voters in Templeton and that nobody has signed a petition more than once, she said. That process takes a week or two, she said.
Once she has determined whether enough certified signatures are on the petitions, she will notify selectmen about her decision. If she decides the petitions can move ahead, it is up to selectmen to set a date for a recall election, she said.
Citizens Against the Dump submitted recall petitions in December, but the Board of Registrars ruled they were not valid. Those recall petitions had not been begun through a notarized affidavit presented to the town clerk, as required by town recall legislation.
However, this time around a notarized affidavit was submitted, Mrs. Harris said. The affidavit came in 14 days ago.
Under the town's 1989 recall bylaw, the Board of Health members have five days to resign after the town clerk certifies the signatures and selectmen are notified. If an official targeted for recall does not resign, the recall election is to take place 35 to 65 days after the date of certification. The official or officials then would serve until the election, and they may run for their positions in the recall election.
