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Frustrated by what they see as
years of reluctance by the state envi-
ronmental agency, New Hampshire
lawmakers are taking matters into
their own hands to ensure that land-
fills are kept a safe distance away
from water sources.

Instead of imposing a setback dis-
tance, bipartisan House Bill 707, fo-
cuses on the time it would take for
leachate — a toxic mix of liquid from
landfills — to reach nearby ground-
water, lakes, aquifers, or rivers in the
event of a leak, spill or failure.

 Rep. Nicholas Germana, one of
the sponsors, said the Department of
Environment Services has had
plenty of opportunities to revisit the
rules to make them safer and it has
reached the point where the legisla-
ture must take action.

“There is real frustration on both
sides of the aisle,” said Germana, a
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Presenting a school budget is a
typically staid, number-laden affair.

In Pembroke this week, it felt a lit-
tle more like a group therapy session.

For nearly two hours on Tues-
day, Doug Johnson, 78, sat silently
in the second row of a mostly filled
room at the Pembroke Town Li-
brary. As the meeting wound down,
he – like about half a dozen people
before him – raised his hand to ad-
dress the four members of the
Pembroke School Board who were
present.

“Just consider or address the se-
niors who have to go out and bud-

get,” Johnson implored them. “P re-
sent it so that we can relate. It’s not
you coming down and saying,
‘Here’s the budget, you’re going to
pay this, hustle up.’ ”

Pembroke School Board Chair
Andy Camidge tried to empathize.

“That’s not the relationship we
want to have with folks who are in
retirement and on a fixed income,”
Camidge said. “We completely un-
derstand it. I plan on being a retired

person in Pembroke someday. We
get it.”

“Last year that didn’t come
across,” Johnson responded. “… It
just felt like you were doing it and
you never considered us.”

The back-and-forth between
Johnson and Camidge was pre-
cisely the sort of exchange the
board had hoped for when it
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Keene Democrat. “We think the legisla-
ture needs to intervene here because
DES is not going to do it, no matter how
many times we tell them that New Hamp-
shire should do it the way other people do
it.”

According to the new rules that were
approved in December, landfills must not
be located within 500 feet of any perennial
surface water body and set a standard
that leachate must not move more than
three feet per day through the surround-
ing soil.

But critics have called this standard
“the weakest in the entire nation.” It is
100 times weaker than the standard in
Maine.

Over the years, legislators and envi-

ronmental advocates have slammed the
Department of Environmental Services
for failing to strengthen these rules. In
November, the Joint Legislative Commit-
tee on Administrative Rules issued a pre-
liminary objection to the proposed regu-
lations.

If the bill passes, it would require landfill
sites to ensure leachate moves no more
than 10 feet per year through the soil in
case of a leak, offering far better protection
against potential contamination.

Although the bill doesn’t specifically
target Casella Waste Systems’ proposed
landfill in Dalton, it could have a major
impact on the project. The landfill project
is planned to be located in a sand pit,
and sand allows liquid to move much
faster than other soil types.

Currently, DES rules allow landfill de-

velopers to import 24 inches of soil from
other areas to create conditions that
meet hydraulic conductivity require-
ments. But the new bill would prohibit
this workaround.

Adam Finkel, a professor of environ-
mental health sciences at the University
of Michigan, criticized the current rules,
saying they could allow landfills to be
built “in sand on a beach.” Finkel ex-
plained that imported soil provides only
temporary protection — about “eight
days” in some cases.

“This legislation is important,” said
Finkel. “It would be impossible to locate a
landfill there in Dalton.”

Sruthi Gopalakrishnan can be
reached at sgopalakrishnan@cmoni-
t o r. c o m .

Lawmakers step in to strengthen landfill rules
L ANDFILL FROM A1

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://www.tcpdf.org

