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Letters To The Editor

Fearmongering
To the Editor:

None of the New Hampshire
voters concerned about the pro-
posal to deposit 18 milkion tons
of (mostly out-of-area) trash next
to Forest Lake has ever to my
knowledge sad or wntten any-
thing resembling this hypothetical
warmng: “Danger! If the landfill 1
built, babies throughout the North
Country will be exposed to deadly
levels of radiation ™ That would
literally be hysterical, and not in
the “hysterically fummy™ sense of
the word.

But Vermont voter and Casella
Waste Systems spokesperson Joe
Fusco was quoted i the Record
last week making several claims
every it as hystenical as the ficti-
tious one above He needs to stop
hallucmating and retract these
and other misstatements he made
about HB 177, the pending Senate
hill to increase the curremt 100-
foot buffer between new landfills
and our NH state parks:

“The bill will ban all new land-
fills, leaving NH with just one ”
Fusco must know this 15 ndie-
ulous. HB 177 merely says that
about 9 percent of the 9 mllion
acres within NH—the area within
two miles of each of our rough-
ly 70 state parks—can’t be used
for new trash sites. No one has
claimed that NH needs more than
about 500 acres m total, at most,
of new capacity for the rest of this
century, even if we continue to be
states to our south and west. So
under HB 177, imstead of having
about 12 000 times more land for
this use than we need, we will
have about 11,000 times more. Ho
hum.

“The state has a ngorous sys-
tem to oversee landfill siting ™ Not
our state. While the DES Code

has 25 pages of detailed speci-
fications for landfill design and
operation, the section on siting 15
only 2 pages long. All it does is
keep landfills 200 feet (1) away
from permanent water bodies, 500
feet from homes, and out of Sood-
plains or earthquake zomes. HB
177 fizes a ssmple omssion in this
short section, addmg a buffer that
will pive us years (at the typcal
speed of contaminated proundwa-
ter) rather than weeks or months
to detect and try to avert the mev-
itable leaks from modern landfills,
before they reach state parks and
surround.

“HB 177 will mcrease disposal
costs and carbon emussions.” The
first claim 1s clearly wrong, as
Dalton has already saved money
by moving to a publicly-operated
landfill over the Casella Bethle-
hem facility. And I look forward
to an explanation of how truck-
g waste from lundreds of mmles
away to a remote location reduces
transportation. The North Country
has many decades of capacity with
local hauling trips, as long as it
1s0’t forced to be the regional hub
for all others” waste.

The only effect of HB 177 on
Casella 15 to require it to look
elsewhere mn the state or region for
1is next project. A sign that says
I can’t rehieve myself m a public
pool requires me to walk to the
nearest bathroom—an mconve-
nience, not an “unconstitutional™
outrage or “the end of [you-know-
what].”

There 15 lots of room for mtelli-
gent debate on how and where to
bury, burn, or otherwise manape
trash we can’t reduce or recycle. It
can finally begm if one side of the
debate will stop fear-mongermg
We'te wailing.
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