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Editor s Note: This story is part one bf
Whwo-part series. '
In a marathon,

v

five-hour public hearing -

Tuesday,he first in the existence of the . Tooprink
- growing Trideau Road 1EHOGH footps, 119 par

about one-third of the 100-plus residents

attending trashed the company's £X
sion plans as “an-efivironienta ‘disaster”

and a “long-term
the town.”
The hearing, condueted
Management Division staff of the New
Hampshire Department 6f Envitonmental _

and technical issues that might alter the
permit process for the requested 6.5-acre
expansion.. -
Already a 25.2-acre footprint of trash
piled as high as 90 feet above ground lev-
¢l resides on the site, once a small-time, -
local, unlined dump operajed By Harold
Brown. S :
Over time the parcel and adjeining

Al

. NCES§, a
| liability that is ruining -
by the Waste

vironmental _cility,
Services, was to take input on substantive "

« Thursday, Aprit 6, 2000.

acm'ﬁaS;beén bought out by ever larg-
er-ownets, culminating in the purchase by

Casella Wm Systemns of Rutland.
- By the tighe of this purchase, the landfill
osing out its initial 18-acre Stage I-

was Rt TN
| . With the last of these cells
to be filled by Septembet,
wholly-owned subsidiaty of
Casella’s, has filed for the 6.5-acre expan-
sign. to the southeast side of the existing
rish pile. .
ome 650,000 to 850,000 tons of trash
would be dumped in the double-lined fa-
with gn expected fill life of 4'/2

yiears st a8 estimated annual dumping rate
‘of about 120,000.fons annually.
Moderator Richard Reed, a compliance
officer with the state’s waste management
division, said the company would like a
" construction permit by early summer. ‘
* He told-the audience that while the
company’y permit application was judged

. See Landfll Expansion, Page A12

u 4 ¢

beginning its 7.2-acre Stage



Landfill Expans1bn

' Contlnued from Page A1

i to-be comp]ete, it had not been reviewed “The proposed Stage HE development
as to adequiagy. falls within the 10- and 41-acre pamels’?"

One area-dlready needing more review  read the opinion. '

was the “public benefit” section of the ap- This disclaimer gees to the heart of re-
plication and Reed said gas migratign peated' town meetipg votcs {five since
from the capped pile, financial issues of  1992) that there beno further L4 '
the operator, water and air quality and site  pansion. In that time, 66 pe
su:tablhly would be other issues locked at  the “no ex

the 33 pcrcent
sigp (1,079 votes)
. Preceding the public hearmg, NCES of-

after the input of residents at the hearing. -
In a prepared handoutJJy the agency it
was explained that the Néw Hampshire af-

% . torney general’s office said the controllingg=- ficials provided a 22-minute overview of

the landfill’s construction, operation and
monitoring and continuing liabilities fol-
10wed by a spirited questlonfanswer peri-
od. .

'Using “best available technology” the
landfill is engieered over an imperme-
able layer of glacial till (blue clay or ben-
tanite) with a 60 mil high density polyeth-

legal authority of the expansion was a
Giafton Superior Court finding last March
(1999) that municipal approvals of the ex-.
pansion did not contain “real lifnitations
of the proposed landfitl” beyoﬁd the 10-
and 41-acre landfill sites sét aside in orig-:
inal 1976 zoning and planning board doc-
uments. oy

: frot another HDPE plastic liner — st -
g - landﬁll expan .

‘manufacturer’s ' guarantee -on the liner,

;‘H‘_h\;”

ations said “there is no guarantee.”

Stan Harrison, a local opponent, char-
acterized it differently, saymg, “It’s not a
question of if the liner’s going to fail, it* 5
a question of when.”

~ The town then is left with an env1rom
~ meéntal, ¢ bomb located over an ac- .
knawledge nifer and a seep that leads

difectly to the Ammongostr. g
1,100 feet distant, said Harnson?, & about

It was discoloration of the water in this
seep that initially led to concern that the
benign, community dump may, not be so
innocuous after e

Harrison’s own “pubhc benefit calcula-
tion” assumed about $18 million in dump-
ing benefits for the 27 or so local commu-
nities .using thé landfill but a potential
Superfund site of liabilities when the liner
Larry Lackey,ithe NCES manager of oper- |system is breached:

N >

ylene. sheetmg placed at the base as the
secondary liner: ‘

Enginesred into thls liner is a leachat_e
colleetion system which-drains off liquids
from the disintcgrating pile for treatment
at wasté water treatment plants elsewhere.

This hner/cofl‘:mon System is buffered

primary liner system — by another layer
of soil and the leachate collgetion system
is duplicated.

- Omce filled, a cel} is covered by several
layers of soil and gwte,chmcal membranes .
and a gas colleckiofmigei before alo
density polyethyleie shisee '
tire pile and it iscfiftishie J off wlth soti and
vegetation.

Asked to pmwde an estlmate of the




