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October 11, 2026
20th Sunday after Pentecost

Pastor Ben Cherland
Pastor Peter Christ Presiding



Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church

Please take a moment to fill out a square on the Messiah Connects form located on
the clip board at the end of your row so that we may make a connection with you.

GATHERING

Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the = Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG

ELW 553 Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Sky
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

GLORY TO GOD WHOSE GOODNESS SHINES
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Text: Paul M, Vasile, b. 1976, based on the Gloria Patri
Music: Paul M. Vasile
Text and music © Paul b, Vasile, admin, Augsburg Fortress

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all peoples and poured out
your life with abundance. Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by
what is honorable, just, and pure, and transform us into a people of
righteousness and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Please be seated.

GLORY TQ GOD
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WORD

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

First Reading: Isaiah 25:1-9

After a hymn of praise acknowledging God as a shelter for the poor, the prophet
portrays a wonderful victory banquet at which death—which in ancient Canaan
was depicted as a monster swallowing up everyone—will be swallowed up forever.
The prophet urges celebration of this victory of salvation.

'O Lord, you are my God;
I will exalt you; I will praise your name,
for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
2For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of foreigners is a city no more;
it will never be rebuilt.
3 Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
4 For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
> the noise of foreigners like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled.

% On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
7 And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the covering that is spread over all nations;
8 he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
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and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
? It will be said on that day,
“See, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This 1s the Lord for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23
You prepare a table before me, and my cup is running over. (Ps. 23:5)

! The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
>The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3 You restore my soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
*Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no
evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
>You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
% Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Second Reading: Philippians 4:1-9

Though writing from prison and facing an uncertain future, Paul calls on the
Philippians to rejoice and give thanks to God no matter what the circumstance.
God’s peace is with us and binds together our hearts and minds in Jesus Christ,
especially when things around us do not seem peaceful.

"My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm
in the Lord in this way, my beloved.



2T urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes,
and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled
beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my
coworkers, whose names are in the book of life.

4 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. > Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is near. ® Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever
is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is
any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.

? As for the things that you have learned and received and heard and noticed in me,
do them, and the God of peace will be with you.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Please Stand for the reading of the Gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Verses may be sung by a leader. Then the afleluia is repeated.

Music: Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Waltker
Musie © 1985 Fintan O'Carroll and Christepher Walker, sdmin. OCP Publications, Ine,

Gospel: Matthew 22:1-14
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.



Jesus tells a parable indicating that the blessings of God’s kingdom are available to

"'Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. * He sent his
slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would
not come. * Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited:
Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” > But they
made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to his business, ° while the
rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed them. ” The king was enraged. He
sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 8 Then he said to
his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. ° Go therefore
into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.’

19 Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both
good and bad, so the wedding hall was filled with guests.

1 «“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was
not wearing a wedding robe, '? and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here
without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless. !* Then the king said to the
attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” '* For many are called, but few are
chosen.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON
Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY
ELW 462 Now We Join in Celebration



APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in
need and all of God's creation.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Knowing that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent
prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please be seated.



MEAL

OFFERING
ELW 531 The Trumpet Sounds, the Angels Sing

OFFERING PRAYER

Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to
become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the
earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and
forever. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE (Pastor)
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Text: Traditional; English text, hymnal version

Music: Argentine traditional
English text © 2020 Aupsburg Fortress
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

COMMUNION
D i : —
%ﬁ:ﬁ S — R — aEL JL i é o ——
- Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
0
- - ! ] f ! T ! ! | l ; —
e e e ——————=E
us. Lamb of God, you take & - way the sin of the
n t ' }
7 PR A B BN - ) - o I i
Tj) L | J | -J GI- gl. = i | E-l é E" ][F" [#) t
world; have mer-cy on us.” - Lamb of God, you take a- way the
0 ; ' .
BTN | ] ! Y i I 1
Foia e - S i s W o T —— E
J GJ" ,GI \-// i _/ 3} = =
sin. of the world; grant us peace, grtant us  peace,

Music: Bread of Life, Jeremy Young, b. 1948

Music © 1885 Augshurg Fortress
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing
power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith
toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

SENDING

Please stand as you are able.

BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG
ELW 547 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing

DISMISSAL

Go 1n peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Special Offering for October is DSVS

Pop-Up Choir next Sunday, October 18. All singers are welcome to come to the
sanctuary at 9:20. Any questions, please contact Bonnie at 406-570-2923.

Please remember that we are collecting warm blankets, boots, and clothing for the
homeless in Billings. Pastor Kim and Teri Wilker take our donations to Bethlehem
Lutheran Church and distribute them through the showers program there.

Sunday services are continuing here at Messiah during Pastor Ben’s absence.
October 18™: Bishop Ben Quanbeck will be presiding.

October 25" is Reformation Sunday. Wear red.
Welcome Back Pastor Ben!
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Please write your prayer requests in the prayer request book in the gathering area.
We ask that you re-submit requests at the first of each month if they are still desired
or contact the church office at 406-446-2430 or email requests to
redlodgemessiah(@gmail.com
with specific information and permission from the person you are adding.

The people of Messiah are praying for
Renee Boyer, Hannah Gonzales, Herb Hunt, Dolly Koski, Rick and Sandy Koski,
Jim Kyner, Mary Lair, Bob Pollock, Carlos Ramalho, Nick Roselius, Sadie Sceva,
David Smiley, Guynema Terry, and
the unspoken prayer requests of our congregation.

Messiah Lutheran Church
912 Lower Continental Dr, P.O. Box 1330
Red Lodge, MT 59068
redlodgemessiah@gmail.com, 406-446-2430
Administrative Assistant Hours
Monday — Thursday, 11:00 am — 3:00 pm

In an effort to make Messiah comfortable and welcoming for everyone, we ask that
you refrain from using strong personal scents or perfumes. Thank you.

As a community of Christ's followers, we seek to grow, making a difference in the
lives of others.
Live by faith . Share Christ’s Love . Be a Voice for Hope

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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