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Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church
Fourth Sunday in Lent | March 15, 2026

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to
your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy
name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your
gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and
anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD
CHILDREN SERMON

First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did
not match his brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the
anointing came endowment with the Spirit of the Lord, designating David as

the Lord’s chosen successor to Saul.

' The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected
him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you
to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his
sons.” 2 Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And
the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to
the Lord.” 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do, and
you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” * Samuel did what
the Lord commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet
him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” > He said, “Peaceably. I have
come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the
sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

®When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely his anointed is now
before the Lord.” 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or
on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him, for the Lord does not see
as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the
heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. He said,
“Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” ® Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And
he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” '° Jesse made seven of his sons pass
before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of
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these.” ' Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There
remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse,
“Send and bring him, for we will not sit down until he comes here.” ' He sent and
brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome.

The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him, for this is the one.” I* Then Samuel took the
horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and the spirit of

the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and
went to Ramabh.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23
You anoint my head with oil.

' The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
2The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3You restore my soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
‘Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no
evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
>You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14
Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives
in ways that reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God.

8 Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Walk as children of
light, ° for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. ' Try
to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. !! Take no part in the unfruitful works of
darkness; rather, expose them. 2 For it is shameful even to mention what such
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people do secretly, '3 but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, !4 for
everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says,
“Sleeper, awake!
Rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger, my love is stronger than your fear.
Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger
and I have promised, promised to be always near.

Gospel: John 9:1-41
The Holy Gospel according to John.
Glory to You, O Lord.

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as
spiritual blindness to the things of God.
' As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3 Jesus
answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s
works might be revealed in him. * We must work the works of him who sent me
while it is day; night is coming, when no one can work. > As long as I am in the
world, I am the light of the world.”  When he had said this, he spat on the ground
and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, ’ saying to
him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and
washed and came back able to see. 8 The neighbors and those who had seen him
before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and
beg?” ? Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone
like him.” He kept saying, “I am he.” '° But they kept asking him, “Then how were
your eyes opened?” ! He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on
my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and
received my sight.” 12 They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.”
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. '* Now it
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was a Sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. !° Then the
Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He
put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” ' Some of the Pharisees said,
“This man is not from God, for he does not observe the Sabbath.” Others said,
“How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. !” So
they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he
opened.” He said, “He 1s a prophet.”

¥ The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight
until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight !° and asked
them, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now
see?” 20 His parents answered, “We know that this is our son and that he was born
blind, 2! but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who
opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 2> His parents
said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed that
anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the
synagogue. 23 Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”

24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said
to him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 2> He answered, “I
do not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind,
now I see.” 26 They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your
eyes?” 2’ He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen.
Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his
disciples?” 2 Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are
disciples of Moses. 2° We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man,
we do not know where he comes from.” 3° The man answered, “Here is an
astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, yet he opened my
eyes. >! We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who
worships him and obeys his will. 3> Never since the world began has it been heard
that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 3 If this man were not from
God, he could do nothing.” ** They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins,
and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out.

33 Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him he said, “Do
you believe in the Son of Man?” 3¢ He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so
that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one
speaking with you is he.” *® He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped
him. 3° Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment, so that those who do not
see may see and those who do see may become blind.” *° Some of the Pharisees
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who were with him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are
we?” 4! Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that
you say, ‘We see,” your sin remains.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 779 Amazing Grace

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

THE PRAYERS

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the
world and its needs.
ELW 751
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: When I call answer me.
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer: come and listen to me.

Merciful God, Hear Our Prayer.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
O Lord, hear my prayer...

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Peace be with you. And also with you.

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS ELW 692 We Are An Offering

OFFERTORY PRAYER

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives
to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

COMMUNION

LAMB OF GOD
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW 502 The King of Love My Shepherd Is

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may
abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life,
now and forever. Amen

SENDING

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

SENDING HYMN ELW 677 This Little Light of Mine

DISMISSAL Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Next Sunday — Pop-up Choir!
All singers are welcome to gather in the sanctuary at 9:20 am next Sunday, March
22, to prepare music for worship. Questions? Contact Bonnie at 406-570-2923.

Midweek services During Lent

Services will be on Wednesdays at 6:00 pm with a soup and bread supper following
the service.

March 18 - Calvary Episcopal

March 25 - St Agnes Catholic Church

Welcome to our world!
Waylon Axl Kreatz

Born 2/19/2026 to Jacob and Lexi Kreatz
Proud Grandparents are Dennis and Kathleen Kreatz

Delving into the Bible

"The Lord is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in
spirit." (Psalm 34:18).

I have many favorite Bible verses, but this comforted me during the chemotherapy
treatment. It acknowledges the pain and struggle that come with illness. It conveys
the message that during difficult times, especially when facing a serious health
challenge like cancer, we are not alone and can find solace in the belief that God 1s
present offering support and healing. This assurance was particularly uplifting when
I felt anxious and fearful about my diagnosis and treatment. But the worst is over. |
have only more round of chemo and then radiotherapy! “I will not die but live, and
will proclaim what the Lord has done.” (Psalm 118:17). Blessings, Carlos

Carlos Ramalho
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Special Offering for March is
St. John’s Ministries

Prayer Requests
Hebrews 4:16: Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace,
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

For prayer requests, contact the church office at 406-446-2430 or
redlodgemessiah(@gmail.com or write your requests in the Prayer request book with
specific information and permission from the person you are adding.

This month the people of Messiah are praying for

Claudia B, Meredith Cherland, the family of Jack Ervin, Hannah Gonzales,
Dolly Koski, Rick and Sandy Koski, Jim Kyner, Doug & Mary Lair, Don Lindall,
Lois Miller, Olivia Milligan, Carlos Ramalho, DJ Rosekelly, Sadie Sceva,
Guynema Terry, Ace and Jett Wildung, Josh Wilker, Pr Kim Wilker, Josh Winter,
and Judy Yasi,

The unspoken prayer requests of our congregation.

Messiah Lutheran Church
912 Lower Continental Dr, P.O. Box 1330
Red Lodge, MT 59068
redlodgemessiah@gmail.com, 406-446-2430

In an effort to make Messiah comfortable and welcoming for everyone
we ask that you refrain from using strong personal scents or perfumes. Thank you.

Please be aware that our services are live-streamed. All participating adults and children
appear on camera. If you'd prefer not to be filmed, there are seats along the wall in front of the
Tech Booth that will keep you off camera. For Communion, simply remain in your seats and
Pastor Ben will come to serve you.

Live by faith . Share Christ’s Love . Be a Voice for Hope

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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