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Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church 
Advent IV December 21, 2025 

GATHERING 

 

 
Cello will play the Melody once.  Join on the verse. Verses  7&8 

Welcome and Announcements 
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   You dawn upon us as the               morning           sun, 

and guide our feet into the way of peace.  Let your  light scat-ter the darkness, 

Morning Hymn 

You  dawn  upon  us  as  the                     morn —ing         sun 
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mor - ning    dawns 

 Thanksgiving 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH   

  Response: Let us rejoice for the son of God, Emmanuel, comes to be with us. 

GATHERING HYMN — ELW 242 Awake!  Awake, and  Greet the New Morn 

 

All 
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8 

 

WORD 

 

 

CHILDRENS SERMON 

 

 
First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-16 
An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King 
Ahaz of Judah. In response, Ahaz decided to secure his throne and kingdom by 
seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds Ahaz that human attempts to establish secu-
rity will fail. The prophet gives the sign that is the only source of true safety: Im-
manuel, God is with us! 
 
10 The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not 
put the Lord to the test.” 13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it 
too little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the 
Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall 
bear a son and shall name him Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by the 
time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the child 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two 
kings you are in dread will be deserted.”  

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Psalm: Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
Let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. (Ps. 80:7)  
 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 3 Restore us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
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4 O Lord God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your people pray?  
 5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
 6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
  the one you have made so strong for yourself. 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. R  
Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 17 Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong for yourself. 
 18 And so will we never turn away from you; 
  give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
 19 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.  
 
 
 
Second Reading: Romans 1:1-7 
Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s opening he intro-
duces himself as an apostle divinely appointed to spread God’s gospel. The gos-
pel’s content is the promised coming of Christ, and Paul’s mission is to bring 
about the obedience of faith among all nations, including his Roman audience.  
 
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3

 the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the 
flesh 4 and was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of ho-
liness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we 
have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among 
all the gentiles for the sake of his name, 6 including you who are called to belong 
to Jesus Christ, 
  7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25 
 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the di-
vinely-begotten child into the family of David and obediently gives him the name 
Jesus, which means “God saves.”  
.  
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18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to 
be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man 
and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 20 

But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, 
for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear  a son and 
you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this 
took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 
 23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 25 but had no marital re-
lations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

PLEASE REMAIN SEATED 

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 246 Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding!  



12 

CONGREGATION STANDS 

Leader  A light shines in the darkness. 

All   And the darkness has not overcome it. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.   
And also with you. 
 

OFFERING 
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All 
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Announcements 

 

 

 

Christmas Memorial Dedications 
There is still time to purchase a poinsettia in memory or in honor of a loved one or 

make a donation to the Memorial Garden in memory or in honor of a loved one.  
Forms are at the back of the sanctuary.  The names of  your loved ones will be 

printed in the Christmas Eve bulletin. 
 

Children’s Mission Fair 
Today’s fellowship hour brings a light lunch of ham rolls, green salad, fruit, and ice 

cream for all. We’ll follow that with the singing of favorites such as Jingle Bells, 

Deck the Halls, and The 12 Days of Christmas—around the tables. Plan to join in 

the fun! AND, please check out the Children’s Mission Fair. In this season of giv-

ing and receiving, our children have been concerned with giving. Through ELCA’s 

GOOD GIFTS (God’s Global Barnyard), a family in Tanzania receives 10 chicks 

for a gift of $10. For $15, a rooster is added. This is the project our children have 

chosen. In the Gathering Space, there is a display of ornaments, baked goods,  

honey, and other items that the children have helped create. Please shop there and 

support our children as they model for us the Christmas spirit of giving.  

 

Pop-Up Choir at Messiah!  

All singers are invited to the sanctuary on Sunday, December 28, at 9:00 AM. We 

will learn a simple, beautiful arrangement of “What Child is This?” and offer music 

during worship that day. Any questions? Contact Bonnie at 406-570-2923 or bon-

nie.eichenberger@gmail.com.  

 
Donation Toward The Kids Shoppe 

Messiah Lutheran Church received a generous donation of $750.00 from the Red 
Lodge Area Community Foundation for “putting on this great event” - Christmas 

Kids Shoppe.  What a surprise!  We do buy many gifts, especially for men and 
boys and all those bags, so these dollars will help with next year’s Christmas 

Shoppe. 
 

Epiphany Bonfire 
Epiphany Bonfire will be January 6th at 6 pm.   

Bring hot drinks and dress for the weather. 
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Prayer Requests 

Hebrews 4:16: Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, 
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.  

 
For prayer requests, contact the church office at  

406-446-2430 or redlodgemessiah@gmail.com or write your requests in the  
Prayer request book with specific information and permission  

from the person you are adding. 
  

This month the people of Messiah are praying for  
Vince and Mary Ames,  

Claudia B, Hannah Gonzales, Dolly Koski, Rick and Sandy Koski, Jim Kyner, 
Doug & Mary Lair, Lois Miller, Ande Odegaard, Jackie Odegaard,  

Carlos Ramalho, the family of Dick Rosekelly, Pam Tuscher, Sadie Sceva, 
Guynema Terry, Josh Wilker and Lexi 

Please remember the unspoken prayer requests of our congregation as well. 
 

 
 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
912 Lower Continental Dr, P.O. Box 1330 

Red Lodge, MT   59068 
redlodgemessiah@gmail.com, 406-446-2430 

 

 

 

 

In an effort to make Messiah comfortable and welcoming for everyone  
we ask that you refrain from using strong personal scents or perfumes.   

Thank you. 
 

 

Live by faith . Share Christ’s Love . Be a Voice for Hope 

 

 

 


