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Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church
Third Sunday in Lent | March 8, 2026

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the -+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to
your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy
name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash
away our sin. Give us this water always. Bring us to drink from the well that
flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD
CHILDREN SERMON

First Reading: Exodus 17:1-7

Because the thirsty Israelites quarreled with Moses and put God to the test, Moses
cried out in desperation to God. God commanded Moses to strike the rock to
provide water for the people. The doubt-filled question— “Is the Lord among us or
not? "—received a very positive answer.

! From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by
stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water
for the people to drink. 2 The people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water
to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test

the Lord?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained
against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our
children and livestock with thirst?” * So Moses cried out to the Lord, “What shall I
do for this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” °> The Lord said to Moses,
“Go on ahead of the people and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in
your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile and go. ®I will be standing there
in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it,
so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. " He
called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested
the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us or not?”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 95
Let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. (Ps. 95:1)

' Come, let us sing to the Lord;
let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation.
2 Let us come before God’s presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the Lord with psalms.
3 For you, Lord, are a great God,
and a great ruler above all gods.
4In your hand are the caverns of the earth;
the heights of the hills are also yours.
> The sea is yours, for you made it,
and your hands have molded the dry land.
® Come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the Lord our maker.
"For the Lord is our God, and we are the people of God’s pasture and the
sheep of God’s hand.
Oh, that today you would hear God’s voice!
8 “Harden not your hearts,
as at Meribah, as on that day at Massah in the desert.
? There your ancestors tested me,
they put me to the test, though they had seen my works.
19 Forty years I loathed that generation, saying,
‘The heart of this people goes astray; they do not know my ways.’
'Indeed I swore in my anger,
‘They shall never come to my rest.””
Second Reading: Romans 5:1-11
Though we often hear that God helps those who help themselves, here Paul tells us
that through Jesus’ death God helps utterly helpless sinners. Since we who had
been enemies are reconciled to God in the cross, we now live in hope for our final
salvation.

'Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand,
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. * And not only that, but we
also boast in our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, * and
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endurance produces character, and character produces hope, > and hope does not put
us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit that has been given to us.

6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the
ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps
for a good person someone might actually dare to die. ® But God proves his love for
us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. ° Much more surely,
therefore, since we have now been justified by his blood, will we be saved through
him from the wrath of God. !° For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to
God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will
we be saved by his life. ! But more than that, we even boast in God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger, my love is stronger than your fear.
Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger and I have promised, promised to be always near.

Gospel: John 4:5-42
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus defies convention to engage a Samaritan woman in conversation. Her
testimony, in turn, leads many others to faith.

3 [Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob
had given to his son Joseph.® Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his
journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon.

7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a
drink.” 8 (His disciples had gone to the city to buy food.)  The Samaritan woman
said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?”
(Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) '° Jesus answered her, “If
you knew the gift of God and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you
would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” '! The woman

said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that
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living water? ' Are you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well and
with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who
drinks of this water will be thirsty again, '* but those who drink of the water that I
will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them
a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” !> The woman said to him, “Sir, give
me this water, so that [ may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw
water.”

16 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” !7 The woman
answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I
have no husband,’ '® for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is
not your husband. What you have said is true!” ' The woman said to him, “Sir, I
see that you are a prophet. 2° Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you say
that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 2! Jesus said to her,
“Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither
on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do not know; we
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 2* But the hour is coming
and is now here when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth,
for the Father seeks such as these to worship him. ?* God is spirit, and those who
worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 2> The woman said to him, “I know
that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim
all things to us.” 2® Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.”

27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking with a
woman, but no one said, “What do you want?”” or, “Why are you speaking with
her?” 28 Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city. She said to the
people, 2 “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He
cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 3° They left the city and were on their way to him.

31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” ** But he
said to them, “I have food to eat that you do not know about.” 3* So the disciples
said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” 3* Jesus said
to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his
work. ¥ Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell
you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. ¢ The reaper is
already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and
reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and
another reaps.” 331 sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have
labored, and you have entered into their labor.”

3% Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s
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testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” *° So when the Samaritans
came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. *! And
many more believed because of his word. > They said to the woman, “It is no
longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves,
and we know that this is truly the Savior of the world.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 673 God, Whose Almighty Word

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.



He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

THE PRAYERS
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the
world and its needs.

Lord, listen to your children praying, Lord send your Spirit in this place;
Lord, listen to your children praying, send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

Merciful God, Hear Our Prayer.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying...

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Peace be with you. And also with you.

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS ELW 692 We Are An Offering

OFFERTORY PRAYER

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives
to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave
himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

0
D A
!—'—.—.—.L‘—G—
The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
9]
o
§ (> L —— —— [ —— ——— —
J < — .~ : — S
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
0]
=)
m- @ [ _J— — —— p— (_—
J "—-——/ — ST ‘~~/ =
Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
0
D A
T e — ——
J o SO e S ——_ SR
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE (Pastor)
SANCTUS
n } 4
e — —_— —
)1 i G i 7~ I » o
& - r I (/)
Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and
n } 4
£ 1 ] : —
o= 7= —— Z —F ¢
Y] " r | N
might, heav - en and earth are full of your glo - ry.
n }
v 1 } } 4 } I
& =S=Era=
o) — o 2 et >
Ho- san - na in the high - est Bless-ed is he who
n i 1
)74 N f } | | f } |
e e s e B P L S
o) .dl. 7 SE
comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the
IQ i - ! 77 77 77~
(5’ = ——f e f i i
..) T I ' ] T L]
high - est Ho- san - na in the high - est

11



THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those

who trespass against us.
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

COMMUNION

LAMB OF GOD

8]

r)&r:\’ J I Jl I T i i o a= I i | t
o e R B e
Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on

N
B A f f f L.
{r~> £ J ! J I I —— 1z T
= — R =
us. Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the world; have
n 'S
i — f I 7 2 - = = - } i
%:J_J - £ 1  — f = —
—— f I T 1
mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a - way the
n '
)74 | | 1 f 1 1
oy o —o—J—11 2 S— ' X ——1 i
O | s
sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

12



COMMUNION HYMN ELW 472 Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup
(cantor sings verses)

Refrain

Eat this bread, drink this cup, come to me and never be hungry.

Eat this bread, drink this cup, trust in me and you will not thirst.

v. I Christ is the bread of life, the true bread sent from the father.

Refrain

v. 2 Our ancestors ate manna in the desert, but this is the bread come down from
heaven.

Refrain

v. 3 Eat his flesh and drink his blood and Christ will raise you up on the last day.
Refrain

v. 4 Anyone who eats this bread will live forever.

Refrain

V.5 If we believe and eat this bread, we will have eternal life.

Refrain

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may
abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life,
now and forever. Amen
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SENDING

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

SENDING HYMN ELW 808 Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song

DISMISSAL Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Midweek services During Lent

Services will be on Wednesdays at 6:00 pm with a soup and bread supper following
the service.

March 11 - Messiah

March 18 - Calvary Episcopal

March 25 - St Agnes Catholic Church

Soup makers and bread bakers needed for March 11, Please see Jeri Kyner if
you can help.

Holy Week Schedule

March 29 — Palm Sunday — 10:00 am

April 2 — Maundy Thursday — 6:00 pm

April 3 — Good Friday — 6:00 pm

April 4 — Easter Vigil — 6:00 pm

April 5 — Easter Sunday — 10:00 Service followed by a light Easter brunch

Hospice Volunteer Roundup — Wednesday, March 25, 8:00am — 3:00 pm and
Thursday, March 8:30 am — 4:00 pm

No Experience Necessary. More information on the bulletin board.

Call 406-425-4842 by March 19th

Delving into the Bible

I have lots of favorite verses, but right at the top 1s Isaiah 43:1-4 where God says to
us "I have called you by name, you are mine!...because you are precious in my sight
and I love you."

God has established a relationship with us that is so special that God even knows
our name. [ follow this closely with Micah 6:8. "What does the Lord require of
you, but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God."
Because God loves us, we spend our life doing justice, loving kindness, and
walking humbly with our God.

Paul Schauer
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Special Offering for March is
St. John’s Ministries

Prayer Requests
Hebrews 4:16: Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace,
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

For prayer requests, contact the church office at 406-446-2430 or
redlodgemessiah(@gmail.com or write your requests in the Prayer request book with
specific information and permission from the person you are adding.

This month the people of Messiah are praying for

Claudia B, Meredith Cherland, the family of Jack Ervin, Hannah Gonzales,
Dolly Koski, Rick and Sandy Koski, Jim Kyner, Doug & Mary Lair, Don Lindall,
Lois Miller, Olivia Milligan, Bob Pollock, Carlos Ramalho, DJ Rosekelly,
Sadie Sceva, Guynema Terry, Ace and Jett Wildung, Josh Wilker, Pr Kim Wilker,
Josh Winter, and Judy Yasi
The unspoken prayer requests of our congregation.

Messiah Lutheran Church
912 Lower Continental Dr, P.O. Box 1330
Red Lodge, MT 59068
redlodgemessiah@gmail.com, 406-446-2430

In an effort to make Messiah comfortable and welcoming for everyone
we ask that you refrain from using strong personal scents or perfumes. Thank you.

Live by faith . Share Christ’s Love . Be a Voice for Hope

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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