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Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church
Sixth Sunday of Easter | May 25, 2025

GATHERING

Thanksgiving for Baptism
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift
of baptism.

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters
where you make us new,

leading us from death to life,

from tears to joy.

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,

like rains to our thirsting earth,

like streams that revive our souls,

like cups of cool water shared with strangers.

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.

Make us one, risen Christ, in love and mission.
Cleanse our hearts of all division.
Shower us with the life we have in you.
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God, now and forever. Amen.

GATHERING SONG (ELW 414) Holy God, We Praise Your Name



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us
food from your tree of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by
your Spirit we may love one another and the world you have made, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now
Amen.

and forever.



WORD

CHILDREN SERMON

First Reading: Acts 16:9-15
A vision compels Paul to move his ministry into Greece. There he meets Lydia, an
important person in the business community, whose heart has been opened by God
to receive the gospel. Her conversion and baptism provide the impetus for the
founding of the church at Philippi.
° During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with
him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 1 When he had seen the
vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God
had called us to proclaim the good news to them.

1We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following
day to Neapolis, *>and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district
of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. $30n
the sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was
a place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered
there. 1* A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she
was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her
heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. > When she and her household
were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the
Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 67
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy. (Ps. 67:4)
1 May God be merciful to us and bless us;
may the light of God’s face shine upon us.
2Let your way be known upon earth,
your saving health among all nations.
3 Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
% Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.
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® Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.

®The earth has brought forth its increase;
God, our own God, has blessed us.

"May God give us blessing,
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.

Second Reading: Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5

John’s vision of a new Jerusalem coming out of heaven provides continuity with

God’s past actions. Yet in this new city, God’s presence replaces the temple, and
the glory of God and the Lamb supplants sun and moon.

10 And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain
and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.

22] saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and
the Lamb. 2 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of
God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and
the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. ?°Its gates will never be shut by
day—and there will be no night there. 26 People will bring into it the glory and the
honor of the nations. 2 But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices
abomination or falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of
life.

221 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal,
flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the middle of the street
of the city. On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit,
producing its fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the
nations. 3 Nothing accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and
of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him; 4 they will see his face,
and his name will be on their foreheads. ® And there will be no more night; they
need no light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light, and they will
reign forever and ever.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION



Hallelujah | SERVICE MUSIC
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Music: Muscogee (Creek) Indian; transc. Charles H. Webb, b. 1933
Transeription © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 14:23-29

As Jesus talks of returning to the Father, he promises to send the Advocate, the
Holy Spirit, who will teach Jesus’ followers and remind them of all that Jesus
taught. Even more, those in whom God makes a home will experience a peace that
overcomes fear.

23 Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will keep my word,
and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with
them. 2 Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you
hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me.

25“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 2 But the Advocate,
the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything,
and remind you of all that | have said to you. 2’ Peace I leave with you; my peace I
give to you. | do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be
troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 2 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going
away, and I am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going
to the Father, because the Father is greater than 1. 2° And now I have told you this
before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you may believe.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY (ELW 815) I Want to Walk As A Child of The Light

APOSTLE’S CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in
need and all of God's creation.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Knowing that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent
prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



MEAL

OFFERING
I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: JESUS LIFTED ME, African American spiritual

OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous
hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.



GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,
your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG
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COMMUNION HYMN (ELW 465) As the Grains of Wheat

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send
us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all
the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

May our Glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen
Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, (+) Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG (ELW 866) We Are Marching in the Light of God
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Special Offering
May
Christikon

Thank you to all who participated in leading worship today, including:
Readers, Ushers, Communion Assistants, and Tech Booth Attendants.
We need your participation in these roles! Speak to Martha Crofts to sign up.

*k*k
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Help us spread the word about all the amazing things happening at Messiah! Our
Outreach Committee is dedicated to sharing our mission, celebrating the talents of
our members, and fostering growth within our congregation. If you have a passion
for connecting with others and showcasing the wonderful gifts within our church

family, we’d love to have you on board! Get involved today!
Contact Sandy Moe at sandra.moe@rocky.edu / 218-341-0283.

Let’s grow together!
*k*

Messiah is in need of regular cleaning. If you are willing to sign up to do some light
cleaning (bathrooms, vacuuming, or glass cleaning) it would go a long way. We all
need to do our part to keep the building sparkling! Please let Dianne know what
you'd like to contribute. And THANK YOU.

*k*k

Upcoming

Final week of the End of Life Adult Forum series

June 2 —7:00 pm Pastor Ben — Funerals and More
***

Two Opportunities to join our Red Lodge ecumenical partners in worship!
Rogation Sunday service and potluck with Calvary Episcopal at the Tuell Ranch on
June 22nd. Messiah showed up in force last year and enjoyed a moving worship
service with our friends at Calvary. AND Messiah is invited to join the Community
Church for worship at Kaleva on July 27th. 10 a.m. worship service with a potluck
after. Bring your own chairs. (Kaleva is a private campground just off Highway
212, south of Roberts.)
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PRAYER REQUESTS
For prayer requests, contact the church office at
406-446-2430 or redlodgemessiah@gmail.com or write your requests in
the Prayer request book with specific information and permission
from the person you are adding.

This month the people of Messiah are praying for
Carl and Meredith Cherland, Neil and Alice Carver, Jackie Cordill, Mason Daily,
JoAnne Fox, Nancy Knudson, Dolly Koski, Rick and Sandy Koski,
Jack Kyner and his family, Doug & Mary Lair, Rob Loney, Paul Odegaard
Guynema Terry, Josh Wilker, and M.T.

Messiah Lutheran Church
912 Lower Continental Dr, P.O. Box 1330
Red Lodge, MT 59068
redlodgemessiah@gmail.com, 406-446-2430
Administrative Assistant Hours
Monday — Thursday, 11:00 am — 3:00 pm

In an effort to make Messiah comfortable and welcoming for everyone, we ask that
you refrain from using strong personal scents or perfumes. Thank you.

Live by faith . Share Christ’s Love . Be a Voice for Hope

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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