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Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church
16th Sunday after Pentecost | September 28, 2025

GATHERING

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, (+) one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy
endures forever.
Amen

Each day God gives us the gift of new life. Each day, sin challenges us to walk
away from the path of discipleship and put ourselves before God. We take this time
to ask God’s forgiveness for our selfish ways; knowing that God’s forgiveness
resurrects our life for the sake of Jesus, God’s Son and our Savior.

Holy and Life-giving God, We confess the loves and desires which place things
before thanks; fortune before faith; our wants before yours. Forgive our selfish
plans and place the way of the cross before us anew each day. Lead us through
the changes and chances of life, not by our own will but by the example of
Jesus, your Son, and by the wisdom of your Holy Spirit.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the (+) Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

GATHERING HYMN ELW 352 Gather Us In

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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strength, and hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry are his.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, rich in mercy, you look with compassion on this troubled world. Feed
us with your grace, and grant us the treasure that comes only from you,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD

CHILDREN’S SERMON

First Reading: Amos 6:1a, 4-7

The prophet Amos announces that Israel’s great wealth is a cause not for rejoicing
but rather sorrow, because God’s people have forgotten how to share their wealth
with the poor. The wealthy will be the first to go into exile when judgment comes.



laWoe to those who are at ease in Zion
and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria.
*Woe to those who lie on beds of ivory
and lounge on their couches
and eat lambs from the flock
and calves from the stall,
>who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp
and like David improvise on instruments of music,
®who drink wine from bowls
and anoint themselves with the finest oils
but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph!
" Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile,
and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 146
The Lord gives justice to those who are oppressed. (Ps. 146:7)
'Hallelujah!
Praise the Lord, O my soul!
21 will praise the Lord as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.
3 Put not your trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there is no help.
4When they breathe their last, they return to earth,
and in that day their thoughts perish.
> Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the Lord their God;
%who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;
"who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger.
The Lord sets the captive free.
8The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed
down; the Lord loves the righteous.
? The Lord cares for the stranger;
the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.
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19The Lord shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. ' Hallelujah!

Second Reading: 1 Timothy 6:6-19

Timothy is reminded of the confession he made at his baptism and of its
implications for daily life. His priorities will be different from those of people who
merely want to be rich.

6 Of course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment, 7 for we
brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it, ® but if we
have food and clothing, we will be content with these. ® But those who want to be
rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that
plunge people into ruin and destruction. ° For the love of money is a root of all
kinds of evil, and in their eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the
faith and pierced themselves with many pains.

"1 But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness,
faith, love, endurance, gentleness. '? Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of
the eternal life to which you were called and for which you made the good
confession in the presence of many witnesses. '3 In the presence of God, who gives
life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate
made the good confession, I charge you '*to keep the commandment without spot
or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, !> which he will bring
about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of
kings and Lord of lords. '°It is he alone who has immortality and dwells in
unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor and
eternal dominion. Amen.

17 As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty
or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches but rather on God, who richly
provides us with everything for our enjoyment. '8 They are to do good, to be rich in
good works, generous, and ready to share, '° thus storing up for themselves the
treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life
that really is life.

The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God



Gospel Acclamation

Jubilate Deo
Canon in 4 voices, with coda
J=c.56.69 Michael Practotius (1575-1621)
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The holy Gospel according to Luke
Glory to you, O Lord

Gospel: Luke 16:19-31

Jesus tells a parable in which the poor one is “lifted up " and the rich one is “sent
away empty.” Jesus makes it clear that this ethic of merciful reversal is not new but
is as old as Moses and the prophets.

[Jesus said:] ! “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and
who feasted sumptuously every day. 2 And at his gate lay a poor man named
Lazarus, covered with sores, 2! who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from
the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 2> The poor man
died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also
died and was buried. ?° In Hades, where he was being tormented, he lifted up his
eyes and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his side. 2* He called out, ‘Father
Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water
and cool my tongue, for I am in agony in these flames.” 2> But Abraham said,
‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you received your good things and
Lazarus in like manner evil things, but now he is comforted here, and you are in
agony. 2° Besides all this, between you and us a great chasm has been fixed, so that
those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross
from there to us.” 2’ He said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father’s
house 28 for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will not also
come into this place of torment.” ?° Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the
prophets; they should listen to them.” 3° He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if
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someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ 3! He said to him, ‘If they do
not listen to Moses and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if
someone rises from the dead.” ”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 729 The Church of Christ in Every Age

APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in

need and all of God’s creation.

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Knowing that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent

prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

MEAL

OFFERING
Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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heav’'n-ly  host; praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly  Ghost
Grant that we May  strength-ened for Thy  Ser - vice  be. Amen

Text: Thomas Ken, 18371711, alt.
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bousgeots, 15101561

OFFERING PRAYER
God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. You

bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with these gifts,
that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus Christ, our

Savior and Lord. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

COMMUNION
COMMUNION SONG
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Lamb of God, you take a - way
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.
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COMMUNION HYMN ELW 479 We Come to the Hungry Feast

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us
with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of
your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue
forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

Life is short and we do not have much time

to gladden the hearts of those who travel with us.
So be swift to love, make haste to be kind,

and go in peace, praising God in word and deed.[!

May the Lord bless you and keep you.

May the Lord’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.

May the Lord look upon you with kindness and give you peace.
U Adapted from Henri Frederic Armiel, Swiss Philosopher

SENDING HYMN ELW 723 Canticle of the Turning

DISMISSAL
Go 1n Peace. Serve one another. Thanks be to God!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

The special offering for September is
Pastor’s Discretionary

Thank you to all who participated in leading worship today, including:
Readers, Ushers, Communion Assistants, and Tech Booth Attendants.
We need your participation in these roles! Speak to Martha Crofts to sign up.

Upcoming

See the bulletin board for details on the St. Agnes Annual Craft Fair. All are
welcome to participate.

This coming Sunday at 1pm Calvary Episcopal will host the blessing of the animals
in front of their church. We are invited to come with our pets!

Beartooth Billings Clinic begins its Healthy Aging Series on Wednesday, October 1
at the Red Lodge Senior Center as part of the Center’s Lunch and Learn initiative.
Lunch starts at 11:30 and the presentation is around 1pm. Those who wish to dine
before the presentation should call (406) 445-3059 before 9am to reserve their meal.
A five dollar donation for lunch is requested.

Provocative Issues Forum will be Tuesday night, October 7th at the Senior Center.
The Topic will be Medical Assistance in Dying. There is a Social Hour at 4:30 and
Dinner at 5:30. The dinner is $20 and they ask that you pay with a completed check
at the door (Fill it out before getting in line!)
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SAVE YOUR SUDS

a community ministry of kindness
Save Y our Suds is a ministry that was started by Calvary Episcopal Church in June of
2023.
The purpose of the program 1s to spread kindness in our community by helping people
pay for their laundry expenses at Rock Creek Laundromat.
Owner of the laundromat, Jim Moore, generously donates the cost of washing. He
provides us with a key to the washing machines that allows us to bypass the need for
quarters or credit cards.
The cost of drying 1s covered by donations from the Episcopal Church Women and
from parishioners from Calvary.
Volunteers run the program which 1s held on the first and third Sundays of every month
from 5-7p.m.
Each week a bin 1s provided to that week’s volunteers.
The bin 1s outfitted with the following items:

Detergent, Dryer sheets, Washer key and instructions for the use of the key,

Quarters for the dryers, Clipboard to record number of loads and amount of quarters
used.
Members of the community have become somewhat dependent on the SYS program
and are very appreciative of the help. This is a wonderful way to support our neighbors
and spread kindness in our community. Calvary would love to have our friends from
Community UCC and Messiah join us in this essential ministry. To volunteer, please
contact Kathie Wilson at: grgtlv(@aol.com
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Prayer Requests
For prayer requests, contact the church office at 406-446-2430 or
redlodgemessiah@gmail.com or write your requests in the Prayer
Request book with specific information and permission from the person
You are adding.

This month the people of Messiah are praying for
The family of Donald Alexander, Claudia B, The family of Carl Cherland,
Jackie Cordill, the family of JoAnne Fox, Hannah Gonzales, Nancy Knudson,
Dolly Koski, Rick and Sandy Koski, Doug & Mary Lair,
Jacques Odegaard, Sadie Sceva, Guynema Terry, Josh Wilker,
Pastor Kim Wilker, and Madison

Messiah Lutheran Church
912 Lower Continental Dr, P.O. Box 1330
Red Lodge, MT 59068
redlodgemessiah@gmail.com, 406-446-2430
Administrative Assistant Hours
Monday — Thursday, 11:00 am — 3:00 pm

In an effort to make Messiah comfortable and welcoming for everyone, we ask that
you refrain from using strong personal scents or perfumes. Thank you.

Live by faith . Share Christ’s Love . Be a Voice for Hope
From sundaysalndseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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