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Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church 

7th Sunday after Pentecost | July 12, 2026 

 

 

GATHERING 

 

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us 

alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus 

Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through 

the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen.   

 

 

Gathering Hymn ELW 858 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

 

Greeting  
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you.   

 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your 

Holy Spirit help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith 

and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

WORD 

 

Children Sermon 

 

 

 

 Isaiah 55:10-13 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. 

Their return to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains 

and by trees that clap their hands. 

  
10 For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 

 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 12 For you shall go out in joy 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
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13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle, 

 and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Psalm 65:1-13 

Your paths overflow with plenty. (Ps. 65:11) 

  
1 You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; 

  to you shall vows be fulfilled. 

 2 To you, the one who answers prayer, 

  to you all flesh shall come. 

 3 Our sins are stronger than we are, 

  but you blot out our transgressions. 

 4 Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there! 

  They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your 

temple.  

 5 Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our 

salvation, 

  O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away. 

 6 You make firm the mountains by your power; 

  you are girded about with might. 

 7 You still the roaring of the seas, 

  the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples. 

 8 Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous 

signs; 

  you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.  

  9 You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the 

river of God is full of water. 

  You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth. 

 10 You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; 

  with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
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 11 You crown the year with your goodness, 

  and your paths overflow with plenty. 

 12 May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, 

  and the hills be clothed with joy. 

 13 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak  

themselves with grain; 

  let them shout for joy and sing.  

 

Romans 8:1-11 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to 

accomplish what the law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-

dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper actions and values in our lives and 

gives us the promise of resurrected life. 
 

1 Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For 

the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and 

of death. 3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by 

sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he 

condemned sin in the flesh, 4 so that the just requirement of the law might be 

fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For 

those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6 To 

set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 

peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not 

submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot 

please God. 

  9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells 

in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to 

him. 10 But if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is 

life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 

dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal 

bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

 

Word of God, word of life.  

Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

 

 

Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by 

proclaiming the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a 

memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news produces different results in 

those who hear. 
 

1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great 

crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole 

crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: 

“Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, 

and the birds came and ate them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they 

did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of 

soil. 6 But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they had no root, they 

withered away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, 

some sixty, some thirty. 9 If you have ears, hear!” 
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  18 “Hear, then, the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the 

kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is 

sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20 As for what was sown on 

rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with 

joy, 21 yet such a person has no root but endures only for a while, and when trouble 

or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls 

away. 22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, 

but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the 

word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a 

hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

Sermon 

 

 

Hymn of the Day ELW 679 For the Fruit of All Creation 

  

 

 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession  

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in 

need and all of God's creation. 

   Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Knowing that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent 

prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

Peace  

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

MEAL 

 

 

 

Offering 
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Offering Prayer 

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.  You have 

set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no 

more.  Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may 

follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving 

 

Dialogue 

 
 

 

Preface (Pastor) 

 

 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,      

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours,     

now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

Invitation to Communion 

 

 

Communion    

 
 

ELW 492 Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup
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Prayer After Communion 

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us 

and are making all things new.  Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, 

to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations.  

In the name of Jesus, 

 Amen.     

 

SENDING 

 

Blessing 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, 

bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 

Amen.    

 

Sending Hymn ELW 512 Lord, Let My Heart be Good Soil 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God. Alleluia!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Delving Into the Bible 

 

Psalm 56:3-4  "When I am afraid, I put my trust in you. In God, whose word I 

praise, in God I trust; I shall not be afraid." 

 

~I really enjoy these verses because they help me when I’m struggling in my  

day to day.                                         

            ~  Maria Gibson 
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Announcements 

 

Readers, Ushers, Communion Assistants, and Tech Booth Attendants. 

If you'd like to participate in leading worship, speak to Martha Crofts - there is 

always a need for more faces in these roles. 

*** 

Calvary Episcopal Church is once again organizing a month-long collection of 

socks that are headed to the landfill. Instead of trashing holey, outgrown, single, or 

otherwise unusable socks, they collect them and send them to Smart Wool to be 

recycled into dog bed stuffing and other products.  The collection bucket for sox is 

in the foyer. 

*** 

 

ECUMENICAL OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE & PICNIC 

July 26, 2026  

10:00 A.M. Worship  

with Picnic to Follow 

Kaleva Park 

7790 US Hwy 212, Roberts, MT 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The  

Special Offering for July is 

The RLACF Fun Run 

Please write your prayer requests in the prayer request book in the gathering area.   

We ask that you re-submit requests at the first of each month if they are still 

desired or contact the church office at 406-446-2430 or email requests to 

redlodgemessiah@gmail.com  

with specific information and permission from the person you are adding. 
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The people of Messiah are praying for 

Claudia B, Cassidy Flynn, Hannah Gonzales, Dolly Koski, Rick and Sandy Koski,  

Jim Kyner, Mary Lair, Misty Milligan, Bob Pollock, Carlos Ramalho, Sadie Sceva, 

David Smiley, Guynema Terry, Josh Winter, and Judy Yasi, 

  

The unspoken prayer requests of our congregation. 

 

 

 

Messiah Lutheran Church 

912 Lower Continental Dr, P.O. Box 1330 

Red Lodge, MT   59068 

redlodgemessiah@gmail.com, 406-446-2430 

Administrative Assistant Hours 

 Monday – Thursday, 11:00 am – 3:00 pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In an effort to make Messiah comfortable and welcoming for everyone, we ask that 

you refrain from using strong personal scents or perfumes. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

Live by faith . Share Christ’s Love . Be a Voice for Hope 
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