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CHRISMON SYMBOLS

Chrismons originated at Ascension Lutheran Church in Danville, Virginia in 1957 and

have been adapted by churches of many denominations to be used at Christmas to
remind us of Godds SoGhrishes ss démhrnivetd. f Tloen
Monogram. 6 Chrismons are religious symbol s
Christian faith. Chrismons are traditionally white (the liturgical color of Christmas and

Easter that signifies joy and holiness) and gold (representing the glory, majesty and

kingship of Jesus.)
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Dear Messi ah,

The silence around church all these days b
our frst few months in the new building wa
remar kably when The Meadowlark Children's

remai ned evaporated this week. Chime rehea
around, donatons for Christmas Kids Shoppe
Prayer rehear qall sbe Tuhsei ng tduurrgiyngveAdvent ), f
ba@®y and toddl ers all added to the din of c
This is a joyful thingperdlaps otnleiss tLmd eofl i
what | hear i n all the actvity here this w
l ast 8 mont hs. Lif el Il n all the mess, the

details and the coming and going of helper
this new plac®@,takdnghnei sygekor in! | want vy
to |isten for it.

But all this actvity is also a refecton of
too. Christmas shopping ads on every radio
households since | ong before Thanksgiving.
when children came on the scene, and t hen

for this next generaton. Presents@Qreeedmbunyg
going or hostng, schedules need to be made
Christmas into submission by December 24t h
As | said in a summer sermon though, Dbehin
us this season, the silence remains. We ta
our worship here at Messiah. There is fun

to help each other deepen our experience o0
th&®& eany@dilhgadned from ou@ tMeatdolwd airé&ks fme e
to f 11 It with their dulcet, babbling (shr
So this Christmas, | wish you | uck with al
gradually descend from the holiday high an
through the noise to a most silent night.



December, 2023

OQur tree in the sanctuary i1 s decor a
which were | ovingly made by our good
you can read about the meaning of

CHRISMON SYMBOLS

Chrismons originated at Ascension Lutheran Church in Danville, Virginia in 1957 and have
Leen adapted by churches of many denominations to be used at Christmas to remind us of
God's Son Jesus Christ. The word Chrisnion is derived from “Christ Monogram,” Chrismons are
religious symbols representing many aspects of the Christian faith. Chrismons are traditionally
white (the liturgical color of Christmas and Easter that signifies joy and holiness) and gold
(representing the glory, majesty and kingship of Jesus.)

The Latin or Roman Cross is the most recognized Christian symbol
and represents the crucifixion.

The Calvary Cross is a Latin Cross standing on three steps which rep-
resent Faith, Hope, and Love.

The Celtic Cross is a Latin Cross with a circle, representing eternity.

The Trivmphant Cross is a Latin Cross on top of a circle. The circle rep-
resents the earth with a latitude and a longitude line. The Cross on top
reminds us that Jesus is triumphant over the challenges of the world.

The Upsilon Cross or Furca is taken from the Greek letter ). It is also
called the Thieves’ Cross from the two robbers who were crucified on
each side of Jesus. The two forks also represent the choice between
good and evil.

The Tau Cross and Serpent is a sign of salvation from John 3:14 “And
just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal Iife.” Tt
is also a symbol of Jesus as Healer.
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The Angel reminds us of the angels who told the shepherds of Jesus’
birth. It can also represent the second coming of Jesus, which the Bible
says will begin with an angel blowing a trumpet.

The Chalice is a symbol of Communion and ajso represents God’s for-
giveness.

The Butterfly is a symbol for resurrection, transformation and immor-
tality. A chrysalis symbolizes the death of the caterpillar, which then
springs forth in beautiful new life.

The Grapes represent Communion and Christ's saying “I am the vine,
you are the branches.”

The Cross and Chi are two Chis superimposed. The Chi in the normal
“X"position represents the first letter in the Greek word for Christ. The
second Chi in the cross position represents the crucifixion.

The Lamb is a frequent image of the Messiah in both the Old and New
Testaments. N

The Manger is a reminder of the humble birth of Jesus.

The Lamp represents Jesus as the Light of the World.

Prepared in Advent 2012 by Mintha Bemne for the Worship Committee of Higldaid Presiyterian Cluech, Winston-Salewm, NC
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Hell o church family!

Thanks for all your support with our
doll ars in just two weeks and all of
month, we're holding strong with six
wal k, talk, and stand and we | ove bei
al |

Megan Strong @

Early Childhood Educaton!.

We are making up a new |

I f you have not yet had

directory , please £3ht a
9889 and he wil/l make an
studi o. Just tell him y.

be no cost to you unl ess
purchase some prints frol
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R December 2023 SPECI AL OFF
IV CL Each month Messiah Lutheran supp
- —lwoul d Iike to contributdspecitalioso
Lin :’ on your check or with your
’“c
’T'

- OQur special offering for Dec:
W Prison Ministry at Montana S

mi ssion is widely suppdrwvedul
congregations, the Synod Off|
funding over the past three years has dwi nd|

called Pastor Marl ow Cafdelrsettia etmeknd .o v eBro aa fd
asked to take on some of the fund raising e
Putting doll ar i ssues aside, the Ministry r.
for support, guidance, and spiritual r e nTehwea

| mpact of a Volunteer Pristoerk Residy vFPIiog O:
t hat showed that recidivism rates dropped b

older i nmates, and | ow risk offenders, the
presence iGN RrhiesdoMomem Billings and Montana S
mai nline Protestantéd dPmiosnomatiBIinG hop e & etPde e
i n the next two years 1 f more consistent fu
The MeRri son houses nearly 1,600 inmates ani
the state. Vi sitor access has been dr amati ¢
t hdeut si déoeFIwd rtirdi es t o f il | some of that wvoid
Pl ease keep FIC in your pray®rspeanidalc onfsfi arei
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Join fellow Messiah friends of all/l ages o
i ncluding good conversaton around the tabl
the singing of some holiday f a

The menu i s:

Spaghet & Meatballs
Green Sal ad
Garlic Bread
Dessert

The cost of this catered meal is $15 per a
Reservatons are necessary (no | ater than n

up at church, phone the ofc802@r phon

Do@ miss this night of fellowship

The cost of this catered meal is $15 per a
Reservatons are necessary (no | ater than n
up at church, phone the ofc802@r phon

Do@ miss this night of fellowshij
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December 2023
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Open Doors and Hearts Await You
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ci |l met on Tuesday, November 21. Hi gh

congregation passed the proposed 20214
hing spending very closely in 2024 as
bui l di ng. Pl edged cont-debughnahsd &ango
i ncome from Meadowlark Childrens Cent
ged amounts for the MIF | oan came in h
year, so we hope to reduce principal

en Evening Prayer wil/| be used for Adyv

ti mes and needs.
ci |l t the annual meeting date to Feb

S e
nNgs goi P jiamaF gmirlty , L iMees:si albeMakes
ter articles for more informati on

g bids for exterior cross.

hi
e
n

re ready for the kids at our annual Ch
e working on getting a shed put up fo
P

Lauri e will be worshipping with us
Flowi | NOT be meeting in December an

e

hil dren have Sunday School with
Crofts during adult worship.
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ADVENT
The season of Advent Dbegins on Decem
wi || be at 10: 00 am in the sanctuar )

Hol den Evening Prayer Liturt

Mi dweek Advent services wil/ be on
Devotions at noon foll owed by

Break out your favorite soup recipes
T

The 4th Sunday of Advent falls on Ch
be at 10: 00 am. Chri stmas Eve se

Tlopg
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HAPPY Bl RTHDAY Cotton fl annel sheets

stil | needed
We are collecting cotton f
age for Past@®rwiSfcen,auleee Ann
made into diapers for Lut!

Sheets can be used and st ai

be cut up and the unusabl e

ed. &GLestee i f we can help o
worthy endeavor

12/Ml ex Elsberry Messiah Charity Quilter
12/ 14 Mi chael Mul | aneelyp fr d&pmhpemach Monday

Al @m Mams o[ Everything is p!’OVIded
needle and a pair of sc

12/15 Suzi Hansen teach you what you need

12/ 16 Laurie Grygiel
12/ 30 Dan EIl sberry

Gevlh
i ¥

MESSI AH CHI MES GLORI A

Nothing says Gloria |Iike the riBgn@OKI Ci UB

bells u®l eskBanted with singing!

Stop by The Pollard Hemla\lvaey R:bﬂﬂh7/2023

for Stroll either Friday_at : £

Saturday at 7:30 to heIpTPénﬁ':'res At am

Messiah with your carol gpp%ki:ng G‘P'ecaets-Christma
Aut hor : Susan Warren
Facilitator: Mar |l a E
Locati on: Roberts Ca
Contact host, Mar | a E

at 40643178 for mor e
I nf ormati on.

As more and more people are using the

pl ease check in with the office beforl
schedule a meeting to be sure your de
meeting time is availabl e.

Thank youl!
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Messiah Church Council

P.O. Box 1330

Red Lodge, MT 59068
Church: (406) 446-2430

912 Lower Continental Dr.

Church email: redlodgemessiah@gmail.com

Pastor's email: pastorbencherland@gmail.com

Website: www.redlodgemessiah.com

Pastor Ben Cherland 646-708-1389¢c pastorbencherland@gmail.com
President Linda Daily 406-426-0841c¢ lindatodd94@yahoo.com
Vice President Rob Mettes 972-922-9909 rmettes@live.com

Secretary Brooke Flynn 406-656-7593 flynnquilts@gmail.com

Treasurer Kim Elsberry 406-425-0967 kelsberrybresnan.net

Education Martha Crofts 239-643-3027c¢ marthacrofts@gmail.com

Family Life Marla Ebel 406-426-8277¢ dmebel@live.com
406-664-3178

Qutreach Barb Ostrum 406-446-4121 hobin727@gmail.com

Property Lavonne Ervin 406-446-3086 N/A

Stewardship

Allen Hansen

508-269-0925¢

Worship

Dianne Milleson

406-425-3222

dmille46@gmail.com

Other Important Contact Information

Financial Secretary Donna Downing

406-425-3031c

downing.donna@gmail.com

Bookkeeper

Vickie Elfering

406-425-1952¢

vickieelfering@gmail.com

Computer

Gwen Williams

406-425-2401

(Text Gwen Only)

Revised 08/31/23
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Every Tuesday
Womed&d Bible Study

hy: yy a. m.
Contact Martha-t Ciaftses, hiy

or
Marl a Ebaellf hreywm
for more i nformation

Ongoing Prayer Concerns

Lowel | Ander son, Emma Bal s am, |
Jackie Cordill, Lenny Ericksor
Jesse Graves, Andrea Hol men, J
Rick & Sandy Koski, Jim & Li
Lois Miller, Shil o Moncada &

Dick & DJ Rosekell vy,
Al & Dol ly Stuber,

PRAYER REQUESTS

For prayer requests, contact the church office at
406-446-2430 or redlodgemessiah@gmail.com
with specific information and permission from the person you are adding

14
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Messiah Calendar i November, 2023

Sunday Monday Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
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Messiahds Mi ssi on
oLive by Faith, Share Chri st

HOW TO CONTACT US AND STAY IN TOUCH:

Office Hours: Administrative: MofT hur s. -3 1pram
Messiah Lutheran Churchp h o n e -4 4-24403%60
Administrative Assistant, Dianne Millesond cell phone:
406-425-3222

Pastorés Office Hours:

Monday:4:90:000

Tuesday-4:00:00

Wednesda$: 09: 00

Thur s OFFy :

Friday4: ®0 00

Saturdawyi: 0102: 00
Sunday-:1280®0

Pastoré Cell Phone: 646-708-1389

Church Address: P. O. Box 1330
912 Lower Continent al Dr .
Red Lodge, MT 59068
Website: www. r edl odgemessi ah. com
Facebook: Messiah Lutheran

Email: General:r ed| odgemessi ah@gmail . com
Prayer Requests:r ed| odgemessi ah@gmail . com
PastorBen:past orbencherl and@gmail . com

Sunday Worship Service:
10:00 a.m. Worship

In an effort to make Messiah comfortable and welcoming
(O for everyone we ask that you refrain from using strong
personal scents or perfumes. i

Thank you. "
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