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Messiah Lutheran Church, Pastor Ben Cherland 

In Christ there is no east nor west,  

in Him no south or north,  

but one community of love  

throughout the whole wide earth. 

    John Oxenham, 1852—1941 
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One of the distinct privileges of this call as presiding bishop is seeing the church at work at home and 
around the world. The Lutheran movement is alive and well, speaking the gospel in a distinctive voice. 
Sunday after Sunday the good news is proclaimed in accordance with Scripture and the Lutheran Con-
fessions. In hundreds of languages and dialects, God’s promise of grace, reconciliation and freedom is 
received and celebrated in places Martin Luther never knew existed. We are part of a worldwide family. 

In many ways, and in the most important ways, we are alike. The cross is our center. Faith, grace and 
Scripture alone are our guides. A clear understanding of human brokenness and our inability to save our-
selves sets us apart from societal and even some theological pressures that would try to draw us away 
from the source of our life and freedom. A world built on works and individualism promises salvation 
based on our own effort and denies salvation if we fail. The Lutheran movement points to another way. 
This is our common witness. 

There are also glorious expressions particular to regions, countries and history: governance; organiza-
tion; the role of laity, deacons, pastors and bishops; and the age for first communion, to name a few. And 
that’s just the ELCA! Around the world the expression of Lutheranism takes on many different flavors—
literally and figuratively. 

In the Northern Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa, porridge is a staple at all 
meals, so they pray, “Give us today our daily porridge.” Spiritual healers are an important part of the life 
and ministry in the Lutheran church in Madagascar. Lutherans in Mexico celebrate the feast day of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, which falls just a day away from the Swedish celebration of Santa Lucia. Lutherans 
around the world hold fast to the core and adapt to make the gospel accessible. 

Part of Luther’s genius was to make Scripture, preaching and worship available in the language of the 
people. In fact, this year we celebrate the 500th anniversary of the publication of his translation of the 
New Testament from the ancient Greek into the German language, known as the “September Testa-
ment.” This publication paved the way for other translations of the Bible, making it accessible for people 
both at church and in their homes. All these variations make the Lutheran movement richer, especially 
when we share across borders and cultures. 

It’s good to remember the events of the 16th century, but we shouldn’t get stuck there. We need to ask 
what it means to be Lutheran in the 21st century. What it means for the Lutheran World Federation’s 149 
member churches, representing over 77 million members in 99 countries, that are exploring Lutheran 
identity. For some member churches with a state church tradition—Sweden, for example—Lutheran iden-
tity is a novel concept. The Lutheran church was “The Church,” and there was no need to think about 
identity. Now many churches in Africa and Asia are forging an indigenous expression of what it means to 
be Lutheran. Yes, they still sing hymns set to German, Swedish and American hymn tunes, but they are 
also developing music and worship using traditional instruments and styles. 

What will our Lutheran identity be in the ELCA? We still treasure our immigrant roots—and we should. 
But if our ethnic identities become synonymous with Lutheran identity, we are missing the mark. The gos-
pel, and Luther’s clear exposition of it, transcends human boundaries. When a single culture’s vernacular 
becomes the established language of the people, we hinder the gospel’s free course in the world. We can 
become an alternative face of Christianity in the culture—one that moves across divisions, is meant for 
all, and that is a free and liberating gift. 

Our Common Witness  - Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 

https://www.livinglutheran.org/2016/11/deeper-understandings-lutheran-confessions-unite-us/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2016/11/deeper-understandings-lutheran-confessions-unite-us/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2022/09/500-years-of-gods-word-in-common-language/
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2022/09/500-years-of-gods-word-in-common-language/
https://www.lutheranworld.org/


December, 2022 

3 

Dear Messiah,  

Advent is upon us! We’ve officially begun this new church year in worship 
(with Thanksgiving and the First Sunday of Advent comfortably under our belts) 
and are opening to the anticipation of the season with hope and joy.  

It’s interesting to me every year just how our gospel stories in Advent contrast 
so sharply with that hope and joy. We heard last week how no one knows when the 
Son of Man will come - not even Jesus - and this week we’ll hear from John the 
Baptist about repentance, broods of vipers, and the “chaff he will burn with un-
quenchable fire.” So between hopeful joy, and ominous repentance I find Advent un-
expectedly reflective. Even for different reasons, Is that true for you too?  

It’s difficult to hold that reflective space though in a culture full of commercial 
excitement, whipping everyone up into a consuming frenzy of Holiday cheer. 
Thankfully, church holds out opportunities for quietness, stillness, and space to 
feel whatever we’re feeling - space where we can put down what we carry and ex-
perience love, belonging and feel the attention and love of God.  

Wednesday at noon this week, a small group of Messiah members with Pastor 
Aimee and myself, did the first of four Advent Midweek worship services. These ser-
vices take the shape of the Vespers service in our ELW hymnal, with singing, prayer, 
silence and the reading of scripture. Light is a theme that weaves through it that I 
hope we’ll engage fully when Epiphany (the season of light) comes around after two  
Sundays of Christmas. But our little group found that stillness and quiet in that time 
together, even as we sang, prayed, and listened to readings.  

What opportunities are you finding to “feel what you’re feeling” this Advent. The 
growing darkness of the days, if not also these Sunday gospel readings, certainly 
invite quietness. It’s easy to get wrapped up in all that needs doing for us this time of 
year, but I hope you’re taking time where you can to sit and listen, feel, and remem-
ber the God and the baby that sit at the center of the story we’re living these days.  

If you need help finding that time, I invite you to come to Calvary on Wednes-
day at noon and join our little midweek worship service. The service offers riches 

just as the simple soup lunch served immediately following does. Mexican chili and 
homemade bread, as well as warm fellowship in the parish hall fed our spirits as 

much as the service did.  

It’s an opportunity offered for us to be with each other, engage in the story, be 
fed and filled with the light of God and the gift of this community amidst darkening 
days. It’s an opportunity offered for you to engage the season and hold again the 
stillness God invites us to.  

Simple and profound gifts both are found in the dark and the quiet. Wherever 
you find it these days, a blessed Advent to you all.  
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SPECIAL OFFERING 

Each month Messiah Lutheran supports a designated charity.  If you would like to contribute to 

this cause, please designate “special offering” on your check or with your online gift. 

Transforming lives at Montana State Prison 

We are equipping our community for the Gospel with a min-

istry of presence.  Our message is not “get right with God” 

and you will be saved.  Rather we walk alongside others in 

their trials, not promising to make it better, but only that 

they are loved and valued.  We are a grace-based ministry. 

Join us because 

We believe everyone deserves a second chance. 

We are all broken.  We are all sinners. 

Just as God forgives, so should we.  Liberated by our faith, we embrace you as a whole per-

son—questions, complexities and all.  Join us as we do God’s work in Christ’s name at Mon-

tana Sate Prison.  Our arms are open and we welcome all into our worshipping community. 

Freedom in Christ Prison Ministry is a worshiping community of the Montana Synod of the  

Evangelical Church in America.  

We are the only ecumenical worshiping community within the Montana State Prison provid-

ing a pastor on a full-time basis. Our pastor provides worship services, Bible studies, pastoral 

visits, bereavement visits, and funeral services.  

We invite you to help us bring hope, love, forgiveness, and faith into a place that often does 

not share these values.  

Transforming lives at Montana State Prison through the power 

and presence of Jesus Christ.  
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Our special offering for December supports the Freedom in Christ Prison Ministry at Mon-

tana State Prison in Deer Lodge.  This mission is widely supported by Montana Synod – in-

dividuals, congregations, the Synod Office, and Churchwide.  Even so, funding over the past 

three years has dwindled placing the Ministry at risk.  Due to financial concerns, Pastor Rob 

has been placed in a part-time status and Board members have been asked to take on some 

of the fund raising efforts. 

Putting dollar issues aside, the Ministry remains incredibly important as a resource that in-

mates turn to for support, guidance, and spiritual renewal.  Transforming Corrections pub-

lished a study in 2017, The Impact of a Volunteer Prison Ministry Program on the Long

-term Recidivism of Federal Inmates, that showed that recidivism rates dropped by 21% 

for inmates engaged in Prison Ministry.  For women, older inmates, and low risk offenders, 

the rates dropped by nearly 60%.  There is virtually no ELCA presence in the Women’s Pris-

on in Billings and Montana Synod has the most involvement of the mainline Protestant de-

nominations in the Men’s Prison.  FIC hopes to engage with the Women’s Prison in the next 

two years if more consistent funding is established. 

The Men’s Prison houses nearly 1,600 inmates and has their own issues with staffing and 

funding from the state.  Visitor access has been dramatically curtailed leaving inmates with 

little or no contact with the ‘outside world’.  FIC tries to fill some of that void.   

Please keep FIC in your prayers and consider donating to this month’s special offering. 

 

“We have operated in the Montana State Prison for ten years and the recidivism of our guys 

is low, which coincides with statistics showing that faith ministries inside prisons (and re-

entry programs) reduce the return to prison by 80%.” 

That's good news! That's why we do what we do! 
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Christikon Clips 
  

December 2022 

  

Advent and Christmas Blessings 

  

The Light of the World – 

  

We anticipate with longing to welcome Christ into our world and our hearts. May we reflect His light to one another 
and the world so all may know and share in this gracious gift. 

  

May you be filled with expectation, rejoicing, peace, and love in Jesus Christ. 

  

It is the mission of Christikon to awaken and nurture faith in Christ— exploring God’s creation 
and the adventure of life together. 

  

CHRISTIKON ●   1108 24th Street West  ●  Billings, MT 59102 

406 656-1969  ●  secretary@christikon.org  ● www.christikon.org 
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Building Report 

The main activity in November was to get insulation in and sheetrock up.  Prior to 

that the HVAC, insulation and fire wall elements were completed. Tapers and painters 

will be working during the month of December.  The Mission Investment Fund loan 

has closed and we will begin drawing on that this month.  We are still on track to be 

in by Easter.  

Please note, the cross in this photo is not the one that will be in place when the sanctuary is  

finished. 
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AmazonSmile is a simple way for you to support Messiah Lutheran 

every time you shop at no cost to you. When you want to shop on 

Amazon, simply type in smile.amazon.com in your web browser 

and select “Messiah Lutheran Church Red Lodge” as the non-profit 

organization before you begin shopping.  

AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of your eligible purchases to 

COUNCIL CORNER 

- Our chimers will be playing at Christmas Stroll this year.   

 - Christmas Kids Shoppe needs volunteers!!  See newsletter article for more information  - We de-

cided to get a checking debit card instead of using travel cards for automatic and online purchas-

es.  The travel card has been cumbersome and requires constant balance updating. For safety, we 

will open a 2nd checking account that has a much smaller balance than our operating checking ac-

count.   

 - Planned for annual meeting in February.  Nominating Committee will be looking for people to fill 

vacancies.  Please consider volunteering your time for one of these important positions. 

 - Thanksgiving and Advent/Christmas schedule was discussed.  More details to follow. 

Our next meeting will be held on December 13th at 4:30pm. 

mailto:https://smile.amazon.com/ch/37-1508550
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CHIMERS CALLING CHRISTMAS CAROLERS 

Messiah Chimers are rehearsing to make music 

during the annual Christmas Stroll.  While they 

ring, carolers will encourage passersby to join in 

Christmas songs.  Can you share Messiah  

Lutheran’s singing spirit for an informal 15 

minutes’ gig? 

To join the holiday spirit—singing or ringing—

please speak to Martha or Dick Crofts or phone 

the church office. 

There will be no chimes practice Dec. ll, Dec.18, 

Dec. 25 or for the month of January. 

December Birthdays 
12/8 Alex Elsberry 

12/14  Michael Mullaney 

  Allen Hansen                      

12/15 Suzi Hansen 

12/16  Laurie Grygiel 

12/18 Megan Gildehaus  Flowers 
Please contribute to the altar flower 

fund at the Episcopal church.  Any 

amount is appreciated.  Write your 

check to Calvary Episcopal Church with 

“flowers” in the memo line.   You may 

sign on a particular Sunday if you wish 

to honor someone.  The sign up sheet 

is in the hallway corridor across from 

the women’s restroom. 

Community Choir 
The Community Church is inviting all interested 

singers to participate in performing the Christ-

mas Cantata “What Sweeter Music, a Festival of 

Carols” by Mark Hayes.  Practice times are Mon-

days at 7pm and Wednesdays at 1:30pm. 

 

The Cantata will be performed at the  

Community Church December 18 at 3pm. 

December  Anniversaries 
12/16 Jeff & Renee Gildehaus 

12/22 Joe & Marietta Johnson 
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Date:  December 15 

Time:  11:30 

Book:  The Shepherd, The Angel, and The 
    Christmas Miracle Dog 

Author:  Dave Berry 

Facilitator:  DJ Rosekelly 

Location:  The Pizza Company 

Contact host, Marla Ebel, at 406-664-3178 
if you need more information. 

 

CHRISTMAS KIDS SHOPPE 

DECEMBER 3 

9 am—3 pm 

Roosevelt Community Center 

Volunteers are needed!  Please volunteer and invite your friends and 

neighbors to come and help, too. 

Friday—December 2 

  9am we will set up the shoppe at Roosevelt Center in the gym. 

Saturday—December 3 

  9am—3pm the shoppe will be open.  We need 

volunteers to shop with the kids and bag the gifts. 

 3pm  until finished  - pack up leftover gifts and 

take down tables. 

WOMEN’S SAFARI 
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Every Tuesday  

Women’s Group 

at Calvary Episcopal Church  

10:00 a.m. In person and online via Zoom  

Contact Andrea Holmen at 406-425-2657 if interested 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

For prayer requests, contact the church office at  

406-446-2430 or redlodgemessiah@gmail.com  

with specific information and permission from the person you are adding. 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns 

Lowell Anderson 

Emma Balsam 

Robyn Brownlow and 

Adaya Lynn 

Rose Block 

Manuel Cabanas 

James Beckham 

Lenny Erickson 

Brooke Feister 

Cassidy Flynn 

Jesse Graves 

Shilo Moncada & Kingston 

James “Bud” Ridenour 

Dick Rosekelly 

DJ Rosekelly  

Christian Strickland 

Al & Dolly Stuber 

The family of Mitzi Vorachek 

Josh Wilker 

Eva Wilker 

Jim Zenz 

Andrea Holmen 

Jim Johnson 

Jim Koski 

Rick Koski 

Sandy Koski 

Jim & Linda Lian 

Ray Loyning 

Howard Marquart 

Lois Miller 

Juan Morales 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   
 

 1 2 
Christmas Stroll 

8:00 pm 
Chimers  &  

Carolers 
RL School of 

Dance 
 

9—2 Set up 
For Christmas 
Kids Shoppe 

3 
Christmas Stroll 

7:30 pm 
Chimers & 
 Carolers 

The Pollard 
 

9—3 
Christmas  

Kids 
Shoppe 

4 
 

10:00 Fellowship 
10:30 Worship 

 
Choirchimes 

Following  
Worship 

5 
 

 

6 
 

10:00   
Women’s Bible 

Study 
 

1:00 pm 
Chimers 

The Willows 

7 
Advent   

Mid Week  
Service 
Noon 

8 
 

9 10 

11 
10:00 Fellowship 

10:30 Worship 
 

  
 

12 
 

13 

10:00  

Women’s Bible 

Study 

4:30 

Church Council 

4:00 

Building  
Committee  

Meeting  
   

14 
Advent  

Mid Week 
Service 
Noon 

15 
11:30 

Safari Book Club 
Pizza Co 

16 
 

17 

18 
9:00 Joint Worship 

With Calvary 
Greening of the 

Church 
 

3:00 pm 
Christmas Cantata 

19 20 
10:00  

Women’s Bible 
Study 

 
 
 
 

21 
Advent 

Mid Week 
Service 
Noon 

22 
 

23 24 
CHRISTMAS 

EVE 
7pm 

25 
 

CHRISTMAS 
DAY 

10:00 Fellowship 

26 
 

27 
 
 

28 29 31  

Messiah Calendar— November, 2022 
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HOW TO CONTACT US AND STAY IN TOUCH: 

 

Church Office located in the Commons Room at Calvary 
Episcopal Church: 406-446-2430  

Office Hours: Administrative: Mon-Thurs. 11 am - 3 pm 

Pastor’s Office Hours:  
Monday: 9:00-4:00 
Tuesday : 9:00-4:00 
Wednesday: 9:00-3:00  
Thursday:  OFF 
Friday: 9:00-4:00 
Saturday: 12:00-4:00 
Sunday: 8:00-12:00 

Pastor’s Cell Phone: (646) 708-1389 

Church Address:    P.O. Box 1330 

                       Red Lodge, MT 59068         

Website: www.redlodgemessiah.com    

Facebook: Messiah Lutheran                                                                                             

Email: General: redlodgemessiah@gmail.com  

  Prayer Requests: redlodgemessiah@gmail.com    

            Pastor Ben: pastorbencherland@gmail.com  

Messiah’s Mission:  

“Live by Faith, Share Christ’s Love, Be a Voice of  Hope” 

  

 Sunday Worship Service:  

10:00 Fellowship 

10:30 Worship 

Calvary Episcopal Church  

9 N. Villard, Red Lodge, MT                                                                                        

 
In an effort to make Messiah comfortable and welcoming 
for everyone we ask that you refrain from using strong 

personal scents or perfumes.  
Thank you.   


