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Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church 

Second Sunday in Lent 
March 5, 2023 

 

 

GATHERING 

 
 

INTROIT | TREE OF LIFE AND AWESOME MYSTERY 
 Cello plays through once, then join with verse of the day 

   

In our call to be a blessing, may we be a blessing true; 

  May we live and die confessing Christ as Lord of all we do. 

  Christ as Lord of all we do. 
 

 

INVOCATION 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to 

live for you alone.  Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 

your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Gracious God, have mercy on us.  We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves over into the power of sin.  We are truly sorry and humbly repent.  In your 

compassion, forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we 

have failed to do.  Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live 

and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and the + son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
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BENEATH THE TREE OF LIFE 

 

 
 

 

 

 

GREETING 

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

The love of God 

And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  
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GATHERING HYMN | ACS 924 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new birth to live as your 

children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your life to all 

the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

GENESIS 12:1-4 
 

A reading from Genesis 

. 
1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to 

the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make 

your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless you, and the one 

who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

 4aSo Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM 121 
 1I lift up my eyes to the hills; 

  from where is my help to come? 

 2My help comes from the LORD, 

  the maker of heaven and earth. 

 3The LORD will not let your foot be moved 

  nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 

 4Behold, the keeper of Israel 

  will neither slumber nor sleep;  

 5the LORD watches over you; 

  the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 

 6the sun will not strike you by day, 

  nor the moon by night. 

 7The LORD will preserve you from all evil 

  and will keep your life. 

 8The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in, 

  from this time forth forevermore.  
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ROMANS 4:1-5, 13-17 

 
A reading from Romans. 

 
1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh? 2For if 

Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For 

what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 

righteousness.” 4Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 
5But to one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as 

righteousness. 

 13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his 

descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the 

law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but 

where there is no law, neither is there violation. 

 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be 

guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who 

share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you 

the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life 

to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly stands to welcome the gospel. 
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JOHN 3:1-17 

 
The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night 

and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one 

can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very 

truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 
4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a 

second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no 

one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the 

flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, 

‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of 

it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is 

born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, 

“Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 

 11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you 

do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, 

how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven 

except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the 

serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him 

may have eternal life. 

 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 

the world might be saved through him.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SERMON 

 

 

(SILENCE) 
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  HYMN OF THE DAY 
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APOSTLE'S CREED 

 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God's 

creation. 

 ...Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in Christ crucified. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
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MEAL 
 

OFFERING 

 

OFFERING HYMN

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
. 

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless 

us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

 
 

 

PREFACE 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER | WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION 
 

LAMB OF GOD 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

 God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, 

making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may 

proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, 

our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

 

 

 

 

BLESSING 

 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; 

be of good courage; 

hold fast to that which is good; 

render to no one evil for evil; 

strengthen the fainthearted; 

support the weak; 

help the afflicted; 

honor all people; 

love and serve God, 

rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SENDING HYMN (See next page) 
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ELW 796 

 
 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, Christ is with you.  Thanks be to God! 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
All mid-week services will be for the community and will be held at Calvary at noon followed 

by a soup lunch.  Please sign up in the Commons room to bring soup or bread. 

 

SERVICE SCHEDULE FOR LENT 

March 1 Wednesday—Service at noon with soup lunch to follow. 

March 5 Sunday—Fellowship at 10:00 am.  Worship at 10:30 am 

March 8 Wednesday—Service at noon with soup lunch to follow. 

March 12 Sunday—Fellowship at 10:00 am, Worship at 10:30 am 

March 15 Wednesday—Service at noon with soup lunch to follow. 

March 19 Sunday—Fellowship at 10:00 am.  Worship at 10:30 am 

March 22 Wednesday—Service at noon with soup lunch to follow. 

March 26 Sunday—Fellowship at 10:00 am.  Worship at 10:30 am 

March 29 Wednesday—Service at noon with soup lunch to follow. 

 

SCHEDULE FOR HOLY WEEK 

April 2 Palm/Passion Sunday Service with Calvary at 9:00 am 

  Calvary ECW Bake Sale during the 10:00 am fellowship hour. 

April 6 Maundy Thursday Service with Calvary at 6:00 pm 

April 7 Good Friday - Joint Guided Reflection on the Stations of the Cross at  

Calvary at noon 

April 8 Easter Vigil Service with Calvary at 6:00 pm followed by a dessert social to 

celebrate our time together.  Please sign up to bring a dessert. 

April 9 Easter Sunday Service 10:00 am at 912 Lower Continental 

 

 

MOVE IN MEETING 

We will be meeting as a congregation on March 12th immediately following worship in order to 

discuss plans for moving into the new building! There will be a number of different items on 

the agenda and we hope all of you can be present - This is “ALL HANDS ON DECK” time!! 
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