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Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church 

Name of Jesus Sunday 

January 1, 2023 

GATHERING 

 

INTROIT 

 

GATHERING HYMN | ELW 292 LOVE HAS COME 

 

 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you protected 

the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  Amen. 

WORD 

 

Numbers 6:22-27 

A reading from Numbers

 

22The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 23Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall bless the 
Israelites: You shall say to them, 
 24The Lord bless you and keep you; 
 25the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
 26the Lord lift up his countenance upon you, and give you peace. 
 27So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them. 
 
The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

ELW  284 | ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime 
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Psalm 8 

 
1O |Lord our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in all the earth!— 
 2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and children; 
  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and avenger. 
 3When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
  the moon and the stars you have set in their courses, 
 4what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 
  human beings that you should care for them?  
 5Yet you have made them little less than divine; 
  with glory and honor you crown them. 
 6You have made them rule over the works of your hands; 
  you have put all things under their feet: 
 7all flocks and cattle, even the wild beasts of the field, 
 8the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 
  and whatever passes along the paths of the sea. 
 9O Lord our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth!  
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Galatians 4:4-7 

 A reading from Galatians 

 
 

ELW 303 | Brightest and Best of the Stars 

4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the 
law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 
children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts,  
crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an 
heir, through God. 
 
 The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn ELW 288 | Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 



 8 

Luke 2:15-21 

 A reading from Luke 

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go 

now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to 

us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When 

they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it 

were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered 

them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 

seen, as it had been told them. 

 21After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the 

name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
 

 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God 

 ELW 297 | Jesus, What a Wonderful Child 
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APOSTLE’S CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth, 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died and was buried; 

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again; 

 he ascended into heaven, 

 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 the Holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.  Amen 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the church, the life of 

the earth, and the whole human family. 

 (God of grace, hear our prayer.) 

Pondering the mystery of eternal love made flesh in Christ Jesus, we commend all for whom we pray 

to the mercy of God.  Amen 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always 

And also with you. 

MEAL 

OFFERING 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the rich-
es of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessing for others. With the 
trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

PREFACE 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER | WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father, who art in heaven,  

  hallowed be thy name,  

  thy Kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

         on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses,  

  as we forgive those  

         who trespass against us;  

 and lead us not into temptation,  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory,  

  forever and ever. Amen 

COMMUNION 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed Eli-

jah with heavenly bread, assist those who set forth to share your word and sacrament with those who 

are sick, homebound, and imprisoned. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those who will 

receive this sacrament, and give us all the comfort of your abiding presence through the body and 

blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 
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Sending 

ELW 289 | Angels We Have Heard on High 
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BLESSING 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you; 
the Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
the Lord lift up her countenance upon you, and give you peace. 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

Go in Peace.  Share the good news! 
Thanks be to God! 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Friday, January 6 at 6:00 PM we will have our Annual Epiphany Party with the last of our 

Christmas cookies, hot beverages (Please bring your own) and the burning of Christmas Trees! 

Join us at the  vacant section of the new church land for a festive and fiery start to the season of 

Epiphany!  (If you’d like your tree to be burned but don’t like the idea shlepping it up to the land, 

contact Pastor Ben to have it picked up!) 

 

Our next Joint Worship Service with Calvary will be the day of their Annual Meeting - January 

29th .  The service starts at 9:00 am sharp, so don’t be late!  

 

  


