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Messiah Lutheran Church
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15th Sunday after Pentecost
September 18, 2022
Messiah Lutheran Church, Red Lodge, MT

GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

so that we may delight in your will

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are
forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may
live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN

VOCATION, MINISTRY
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Take My Life, That I May Be

Toma, oh Dios, mi voluntad

Refrain/Estribillo
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Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, adapt.; Spanish text: Vicente Mendoza, 1875-1 955

Music: Williara Dexheimmer Pharris, b, 1956; arr. Mark Sedio, b. 1954
Music @ 1399 Augsburg Fortrass
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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THIS IS THE FEAST
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

God among us, we gather in the name of your Son to learn love for one another. Keep our
feet from evil paths. Turn our minds to your wisdom and our hearts to the grace revealed
in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

WORD

CHILDREN SERMON

AMOS 8:4-8:
A reading from Amos.

“Hear this, you that trample on the needy,
and bring to ruin the poor of the land,
°saying, “When will the new moon be over
so that we may sell grain;
and the sabbath,
so that we may offer wheat for sale?
We will make the ephah small and the shekel great,
and practice deceit with false balances,
°buying the poor for silver
and the needy for a pair of sandals,
and selling the sweepings of the wheat.”
"The LorD has sworn by the pride of Jacob:
Surely 1 will never forget any of their deeds.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 113:
'Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the LORD;
praise the name of the LORD.
’Let the name of the LoRD be blessed,
from this time forth forevermore.
*From the rising of the sun to its going down
let the name of the LORD be praised.



“The LoRD is high above all nations;
God’s glory above the heavens.
*Who is like the ' LorD our God,
who sits enthroned on high,
°pbut stoops to behold
the heavens and the earth?
"The LoRrp takes up the weak out of the dust
and lifts up the poor from the ashes,
®enthroning them with the rulers,
with the rulers of the people.
“The LorD makes the woman of a childless house
to be a joyful mother of children. Hallelujah!

1 TIMOTHY 2:1-8:
A reading from 1 Timothy.

'First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made
for everyone, “for kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness and dignity. “This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God
our Savior, “who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. °For
there is one God;
there is also one mediator between God and humankind,
Christ Jesus, himself human,
*who gave himself a ransom for all
—this was attested at the right time. For this | was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am
telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e-ter - nal life.
LUKE 16:1-13:

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were
brought to him that this man was squandering his property. So he summoned him and said to
him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because
you cannot be my manager any longer.” “Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do,
now that my master is taking the position away from me? | am not strong enough to dig, and |
am ashamed to beg. “I have decided what to do so that, when | am dismissed as manager, people
may welcome me into their homes.” °So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked
the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ “He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.” He
said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.” "Then he asked another, ‘And
how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.” He said to him, ‘Take
your bill and make it eighty.” °And his master commended the dishonest manager because he
had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own
generation than are the children of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means
of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you into the eternal homes.

%Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a
very little is dishonest also in much. *!If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest
wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? *?’And if you have not been faithful with what
belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? **No slave can serve two masters; for
a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the
other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

Guide My Feet
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1 Guide my feet
2 Hold my hand
3 Stand by me while I run this race.
4 T'm your child
5 Search my heart
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Guide my feet
Hold my  hand
Stand by me while I run this race.
I'm your  child
Search my  heart
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Stand by me while I this race,
I'm your child
Search my heart
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for 1 don’t want to run this race in vain.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: GUIDE MY FEET, African American spiritual
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APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, for creation, and all in need.

(Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.)

God of every time and place, in Jesus' name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we entrust these
spoken prayers and silent longings to you.

Amen

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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MEAL
OFFERING

Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Offering Song
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Text: John W, Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutherar Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to become one
bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for
yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.

Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

COMMUNION
LAMB OF GOD
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer darkness,
water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses
to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ,
our risen Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN (See Next Page)
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Rise Up, O Saints of God!
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I Rise up, O saints of God! From vain am - bi- tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries 1In pain;
5 Com-mit your hearts to  seek the  paths which Christ has trod;
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Christ rose tri - um-phant that your hearts with no - bler zeal might burn.
as heirs of God’s bap - tis - mal grace, the  word of hope pro -claim.
re - dress sin’s cru - el con - se-quence; give jus - tice larg - er place.

stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with love the weak sus - tain.
and, quick-ened by the Spir-it’s pow’r, rise up, O saints of God!
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Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936
Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893
Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

Our worship has ended. Now our service begins!
Go in peace. Share the good news! Thanks be to God! Amen!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Messiah is responsible for coffee hour for the month of October. Please contact Marla Ebel
(406-664-3178) or Barb Ostrum (406-446-4121) to volunteer to bring treats and/or to help.

We are updating our directory. Please stop in the coffee room and check your information in
the directory. If all is well, please initial. 1f changes are needed, please make them.

Services for John Overton are planned for September 27 at Smith Olcott at 2:00. A reception
will follow at the Red Lodge Senior Center. In lieu of flowers, please make a donation to the
Messiah Lutheran Church Building Fund.

From sundaysandseasons.com.Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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