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Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church 
Advent IV| December 22, 2024 

 

GATHERING 

 

 

Cello will play the  
Melody once.  Join on 
the verse.  Verse 4 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
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   You dawn upon us as the               morning           sun, 

and guide our feet into the way of peace.  Let your  light scat-ter the darkness, 

Morning Hymn     

All 

You  dawn  upon  us  as  the                     morn —ing         sun 
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        morning    dawns   a—   round   us,   we shall     raise    our    songs  to 

 Thanksgiving 

 LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
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WORD 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 
First Reading: Micah 5:2-5a 
 
The prophet Micah, having pronounced judgment upon Judah, speaks of a future 
shepherd-king who, like David, will come from the small town of Bethlehem. 
(Ephrathah refers to the area around Bethlehem.) This king will restore Israel and 
bring peace. New Testament writers understood this passage to be referring to Je-
sus.  
 

2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
  one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
  to the people of Israel. 
4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
  in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
  to the ends of the earth; 
5a and he shall be the one of peace.  
  
Word of God, Word of Life.  Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm: Psalm 80:1-7 
 
Let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. (Ps. 80:7)  
 
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and come to help us.  
 3 Restore us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 4 O Lord God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your people pray? 
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Second Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10 

 

The author of Hebrews uses the image of religious sacrifice to convey the signifi-

cance of Christ’s coming. Through obedient acceptance of God’s will, Christ al-

lows his own body to become the greatest sacrifice of all, one through which we 

are made a holy people.  

 

5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 

 “Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, 

  but a body you have prepared for me; 
6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings 

  you have taken no pleasure. 
7 Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ 

  (in the scroll of the book it is written of me).” 
8 When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices 

and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to 

the law), 9 then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first 

in order to establish the second. 10 And it is by God’s will that we have been sanc-

tified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  

Word of God, Word of Life.   

Thanks be to God 

 4 O Lord God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your people pray? 
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.   
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The gospel according to Luke 

Glory to you, O Lord 

 

Gospel: Luke 1:39-45 [46-55] 

 

Elizabeth, John’s mother, and Mary, the mother of Jesus, are two women filled 

with the Holy Spirit and with faith. In Elizabeth’s inspired greeting and Mary’s 

song of praise we hear of a saving God who remembers, scatters, lifts up, and ful-

fills all things.  

 
39 In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill coun-

try, 40 where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When 

Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was   

GOSPEL ACCLAIMATION 
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SERMON 

 

 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW  254 Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 

filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you 

among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. 43 And why has this hap-

pened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44 For as soon as I heard 

the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is 

she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by 

the Lord.” [ 

  46 And Mary said, 

 “My soul magnifies the Lord, 

  47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

 48 for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 

  Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

 49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

  and holy is his name. 

 50 His mercy is for those who fear him 

  from generation to generation. 

 51 He has shown strength with his arm; 
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CONGREGATION STANDS 

Leader  A light shines in the darkness 

All   And the darkness has not overcome it. 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

 

 

OFFERING 
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All 
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Announcements 

 

 

 

 

 
Women’s Bible Study is suspended until Spring. 

 
Tuesday evenings at 6:00 pm we will continue the Advent study,  
 “The Weary World Rejoices” with Pastor Ben.  The dates are December 3,  
December 10, and December 17. 
 
December 20 at 6:00 pm Calvary Episcopal has invited us to join them at their 
church for “The Longest Night” service.  Both Dick Crofts and Pastor Ben will be 
participating musically.   
 
Saturday, December 21, from 5 to 9, there will be a Movie Party at the church for 
all kids aged 11 and under. Please come and bring a snack to share. 
 
December 25, Christmas Eve Service at 5:00 p.m. 
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Prayer Requests 

 

For prayer requests, contact the church office at  

406-446-2430 or redlodgemessiah@gmail.com or write your requests in the  

Prayer request book with specific information and permission  

from the person you are adding. 

 

This month the people of Messiah are praying for  the family of Brook Feister, 

Melinda Berry, the family of Jim Koski, Dolly Koski, Rick and Sandy Koski, 

Rob Loney, Paul Odegaard, Carlos Ramalho, the family of Dolly Stuber, 

 and David Tilton 

 

Messiah Lutheran Church 

912 Lower Continental Dr, P.O. Box 1330 

Red Lodge, MT   59068 

redlodgemessiah@gmail.com, 406-446-2430 

 

In an effort to make Messiah comfortable and welcoming for everyone  

we ask that you refrain from using strong personal scents or perfumes.   

Thank you. 

 

Live by faith . Share Christ’s Love . Be a Voice for Hope 


