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Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church
Second Sunday in Lent | March 1, 2026

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from
our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive to
your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the
fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and
unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy
name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you
in eternal life. Amen
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new
birth to live as your children. Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by
your Spirit we may lift up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD
CHILDREN SERMON

First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a

God'’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the
families of the earth would gain a blessing. As they set out on their journey, they
are accompanied by promises of land, nation, and a great reputation.

' The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that I will show you. 21 will make of you a great nation,
and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 31
will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and in you
all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 121
1 lift up my eyes to the hills;, my help comes from the Lord. (Ps. 121:1, 2)

'T lift up my eyes to the hills;
from where is my help to come?
> My help comes from the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth.
3 The Lord will not let your foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.

5



“ Behold, the keeper of Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep;
> the Lord watches over you;
the Lord is your shade at your right hand;
%the sun will not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
"The Lord will preserve you from all evil
and will keep your life.
8 The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.

Second Reading: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17

In the person and example of Abraham we discover that a right relationship with
God does not involve earning a reward from God but entails trusting God'’s
promises. Abraham is the forebear and model for both Jews and Gentiles, because
we too trust that ours is a God who gives life to the dead.

' What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according to the
flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but
not before God. 3 For what does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it
was reckoned to him as righteousness.” * Now to one who works, wages are not
reckoned as a gift but as something due. > But to one who does not work but trusts
him who justifies the ungodly, such faith is reckoned as righteousness.

3 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to
his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 4 For if it is
the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is
void. 1> For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, neither is there
transgression.

16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest on grace,
so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the
law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who is the father of all of
us, 7 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations™), in the presence
of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence
the things that do not exist.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger, my love is stronger than your fear.
Don’t be afraid. My love is stronger and I have promised, promised to be always near.

Gospel: John 3:1-17
The holy gospel according to John
Glory to you, O Lord

A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject.
Jesus speaks to him about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God.

I'Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that
person.” ? Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom
of God without being born from above.” # Nicodemus said to him, “How can
anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the
mother’s womb and be born?” ° Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can
enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. ¢ What is born of
the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. “ Do not be astonished that I
said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ ® The wind blows where it chooses,
and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” * Nicodemus said to him,
“How can these things be?” 1° Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel,
and yet you do not understand these things?

<Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have
seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. 2 If I have told you about earthly things
and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly
things? !> No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from
heaven, the Son of Man. '* And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
so must the Son of Man be lifted up, !° that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life.



16<For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.

17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in
order that the world might be saved through him.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Abide With Me
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 629 Abide With Me

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
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and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

THE PRAYERS
ELW 751 O Lord Hear My Prayer
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the
world and its needs.
Merciful God, Hear Qur Prayer
Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
ELW 751 O Lord Hear My Prayer

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Peace be with you. And also with you.

PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS ELW 692 We Are An Offering

OFFERTORY PRAYER

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed
us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate
our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of
him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen



GREAT THANKSGIVING
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

COMMUNION
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COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 472 Eat This Bread
ELW 638 Blessed Assurance

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER

Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may
abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life,

now and forever. Amen
SENDING

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen

SENDING HYMN ELW 326 Bless Now O God the Journey

DISMISSAL Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Midweek services During Lent

Lenten midweek services begin with Ash Wednesday, February 18th at Messiah.
Subsequent services will be on Wednesdays at 6:00 pm with a soup and bread
supper following the service.

March 4 - Red Lodge UCC

March 11 - Messiah

March 18 - Calvary Episcopal

March 25 - St Agnes Catholic Church

dokok

There are quite a few food containers and some towels that have been left in the
kitchen. If any belong to you, please stop in and pick them up.

Delving into the Bible
We are asking all willing members to share a favorite Bible verse so we can put it
here in one of our weekly bulletins. Your submission can include the verse(s) or
you can tell us why it’s meaningful for you. We encourage you all to tear off the
page so you can take it home, allowing us to ponder and pray as a community.

I Corinthians 13:13
And now these three remain: faith, hope, and love, but the greatest of these is love!

I like this because it leads us to patience, kindness, compassion, and draws us only

to good. Actually, I really enjoy and honor all of I Corinthians 13. Read it and be
blessed. Beverly Urbaniak
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Special Offering for March is
St. John’s Ministries

Prayer Requests
Hebrews 4:16: Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace,
that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

For prayer requests, contact the church office at 406-446-2430 or
redlodgemessiah(@gmail.com or write your requests in the Prayer request book with
specific information and permission from the person you are adding.

This month the people of Messiah are praying for

Claudia B, Meredith Cherland, the family of Jack Ervin, Hannah Gonzales,
Dolly Koski, Rick and Sandy Koski, Jim Kyner, Doug & Mary Lair, Lois Miller,
Olivia Milligan, Carlos Ramalho, DJ Rosekelly, Sadie Sceva, Guynema Terry,
Ace and Jett Wildung, Josh Wilker, Pr Kim Wilker, Josh Winter,

Judy Yasi, and Lexi
The unspoken prayer requests of our congregation.

Messiah Lutheran Church
912 Lower Continental Dr, P.O. Box 1330
Red Lodge, MT 59068
redlodgemessiah@gmail.com, 406-446-2430

In an effort to make Messiah comfortable and welcoming for everyone
we ask that you refrain from using strong personal scents or perfumes. Thank you.

Live by faith . Share Christ’s Love . Be a Voice for Hope

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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