MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH

September 27, 2026
18th Sunday after Pentecost

Pastor Ben Cherland
Pastor Paul Schauer Presiding



Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church

Please take a moment to fill out a square on the Messiah Connects form located on
the clip board at the end of your row so that we may make a connection with you.

GATHERING

Please stand as you are able.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the = Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



GATHERING SONG

God Welcomes All
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Text:JohnL. Bel?, b, 1949 AMEN THEMBA

- Music: South African traditional; transc. and arr. John L. Bell
Text and transcription € 2008 WGRG, Iona Community, admin. GLA Puhlications, Ine.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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GLORY TO GOD WHOSE GOODNESS SHINES
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Text: Paul M, Vasile, b. 1976, based on the Gloria Patri
Music: Paul M. Vasile
Text and music © Paul b, Vasile, admin, Augsburg Fortress

PRAYER OF THE DAY

GLORY TQ GOD
Irregutar

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your
grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us
in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Please be seated.

WORD

CHILDRENS’ MESSAGE



First Reading: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their
parents were and did, or who think they cannot reverse their own previous
behavior. God insistently invites people to turn and live.

' The word of the Lord came to me: > What do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the
children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3 As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall
no more be used by you in Israel. * Know that all lives are mine; the life of the
parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins who
shall die.

2 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is
my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26 When the righteous turn away
from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity
that they have committed, they shall die. 27 Again, when the wicked turn away from
the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall
save their life. 2® Because they considered and turned away from all the
transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not
die. 2 Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of
Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

30 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your
ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise
iniquity will be your ruin. 3! Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have
committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will
you die, O house of Israel? ** For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the
Lord God. Turn, then, and live.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 25:1-9
Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love. (Ps. 25:6)

'To you, O Lord,
[ 1ift up my soul.

My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph over me.
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3 Let none who look to you be put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous.
4Show me your ways, O Lord,
and teach me your paths.
> Lead me in your truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long.
6 Remember, O Lord, your compassion and love,
for they are from everlasting.
"Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your
goodness, O Lord.
8You are gracious and upright, O Lord;
therefore you teach sinners in your way.
?You lead the lowly in justice
and teach the lowly your way.

Second Reading: Philippians 2:1-13

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early
Christian hymn that extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the
cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential perspective we share as the
foundation for Christian accord.

If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership
in the Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, > make my joy complete: be of the
same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. * Do
nothing from selfish ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as
better than yourselves. 4 Let each of you look not to your own interests but to the
interests of others. ° Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
¢ who, though he existed in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be grasped,
"but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
assuming human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a human,
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8 he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
? Therefore God exalted him even more highly
and gave him the name
that is above every other name,
1050 that at the name given to Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
'Tand every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ 1s Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.
12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my

presence but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear
and trembling, '* for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and

to work for his good pleasure.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Please Stand for the reading of the Gospel.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching
there. His authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be
in charge of the temple.

23 When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people
came to him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these
things, and who gave you this authority?” >4 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you
one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I
do these things. 2> Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say
to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe him?’ 2° But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we
are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a prophet.” 2’ So they answered Jesus,
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I
am doing these things.

28 “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son,
go and work in the vineyard today.” 2 He answered, ‘I will not,” but later he
changed his mind and went. 3° The father went to the second and said the same, and
he answered, ‘I go, sir,” but he did not go. 3! Which of the two did the will of his
father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. ** For
John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the
tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even after you saw it you did not
change your minds and believe him.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

SERMON



Please stand as you are able.

HYMN OF THE DAY
ELW 416 At the Name of Jesus

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in
need and all of God's creation.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Knowing that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent
prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

Please be seated.



MEAL

OFFERING
ELW 531 The Trumpet Sounds, the Angels Sing

OFFERING PRAYER

Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to
become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the
earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and
forever. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE ( Pastor)
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Text: Traditional; English text, hymoal version
Music: Argentine traditional
English text © 2020 Augsburg Foruress

ARGENTINE SANTO
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

COMMUNION
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ELW 471 Let Us Break Bread Together

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing
power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith

toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Please Stand as you are able.

SENDING SONG ELW 838 Beautiful Savior
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Share the good news.

Thanks be to God.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The
Special Offering for September is
ELCA World Hunger

Sunday services will continue to be held here at Messiah during Pastor Ben’s
absence.
October 4': Pastor Kim Wilker
October 11 Pastor Peter Christ of St. John’s United
October 18™: Bishop Ben Quanbeck
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Please write your prayer requests in the prayer request book in the gathering area.
We ask that you re-submit requests at the first of each month if they are still desired
or contact the church office at 406-446-2430 or email requests to
redlodgemessiah(@gmail.com
with specific information and permission from the person you are adding.

The people of Messiah are praying for
Renee Boyer, Hannah Gonzales, Herb Hunt, Dolly Koski, Rick and Sandy Koski,
Jim Kyner, Mary Lair, Bob Pollock, Carlos Ramalho, Nick Roselius, Sadie Sceva,
David Smiley, Guynema Terry, Pat Thompson and
The unspoken prayer requests of our congregation.

Messiah Lutheran Church
912 Lower Continental Dr, P.O. Box 1330
Red Lodge, MT 59068
redlodgemessiah@gmail.com, 406-446-2430
Administrative Assistant Hours
Monday — Thursday, 11:00 am — 3:00 pm

In an effort to make Messiah comfortable and welcoming for everyone, we ask that
you refrain from using strong personal scents or perfumes. Thank you.

As a community of Christ's followers, we seek to grow, making a difference in the
8 g

lives of others.
Live by faith . Share Christ’s Love . Be a Voice for Hope

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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