MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH

August 9, 2026
1 1th Sunday after Pentecost

Pastor Ben Cherland
The Reverend Professor Pat Keifert, PhD Presiding Today
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Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church
Please take a moment to fill out a square on the Messiah Connects form located on
the clip board at the center aisle of your row so that we may make a connection with
you which we are eager to do.

GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the & Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG ELW 822 O Sing to the Lord

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
2



CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Assisting minister
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be
afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from
fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

WORD

1 Kings 19:9-18

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s
presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—FElijah now experienced God in “sheer
silence.” God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven
thousand Israelites are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings
and to anoint Elisha as his own successor.

? At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night there.

Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here,
Elijah?” '® He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts,
for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed
your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take
it away.”

"'He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is
about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting
mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the
wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the
earthquake, '? and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire, and
after the fire a sound of sheer silence. !> When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face
in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a
voice to him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” '* He answered, “I have
been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken
your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I
alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” !° Then the Lord said
to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive,
you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. !¢ Also you shall anoint Jehu son of
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Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-
meholah as prophet in your place. 7 Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael,
Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. '® Yet
I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and
every mouth that has not kissed him.”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 85:8-13
I will listen to what the Lord God is saying. (Ps. 85:8)

8T will listen to what the Lord God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their hearts
to you.
? Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell in our land.
10 Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
1 Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12 The Lord will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.
I3 Righteousness shall go before the Lord
and shall prepare for God a pathway.

Romans 10:5-15

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a
gift received in the proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed
word creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an
indispensable component of God’s saving actions.

> Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the
person who does these things will live by them.” ¢ But the righteousness that comes
from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that
is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring
Christ up from the dead). ® But what does it say?
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“The word is near you,
in your mouth and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), ° because if you confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the
dead, you will be saved. '° For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness,
and one confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. '! The scripture says, “No
one who believes in him will be put to shame.” '? For there is no distinction
between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call
on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

4 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are
they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear
without someone to proclaim him? !> And how are they to proclaim him unless they
are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good
news!”

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: MATTHEW 14:22-33
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith, ” who
fail despite their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to
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the disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and
doubt.

22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the
Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.?* And after he had dismissed the
crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening came, he was
there alone, 2* but by this time the boat, battered by the waves, was far from the
land, for the wind was against them. 2> And early in the morning he came walking
toward them on the sea. 2° But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they
were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 2’ But immediately
Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”

28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the
water.” 2° He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the
water, and came toward Jesus. *° But when he noticed the strong wind, he became
frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 3! Jesus
immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little
faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. >3 And
those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON - “God Waits”

HYMN OF THE DAY 834 Immortal, Invisible, God only Wise

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in
need and all of God's creation.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Knowing that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent
prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen



PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you
MEAL

OFFERING

ELW 186 Create in Me a Clean Heart

OFFERING PRAYER

Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to
become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the
earth into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and
forever. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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PREFACE ( Pastor)
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

COMMUNION
COMMUNION SONG
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ELW 763 My Life Goes On in Endless Song

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing
power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith

toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG ELW 774 What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

The
Special Offering for August is
Carbon County Arts Guild Youth Education

Sunday services will continue to be held here at Messiah during Pastor Ben’s
absence with the exception of August 30 when we will be joining the Red Lodge
Community UCC and Calvary Episcopal congregations for Worship on the Pass.

August 9": Reverend Professor Pat Keifert, PhD

August 16™: Susan Leaverton, LMA of the Montana Synod
August 23" Pastor Jim Johnson

August 30" Worship on the Pass at 10 am

September 6': Festival of Hymns

September 131: Pastor Robert Leaverton

September 20™: Susan Leaverton, LMA of the Montana Synod
September 27": Pastor Paul Schauer

October 4": Pastor Jim Johnson

October 11%: Pastor Peter Christ of St. John’s United
October 19': Bishop Ben Quanbeck

Our good friend, Don Lindall, has moved into his permanent home. His address is
3840 Rimrock Rd., Vista Apt.1312, Billings, MT 59102. His phone number is
612-868-1248. I am sure he would love to hear from you.
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Please write your prayer requests in the prayer request book in the gathering area.
We ask that you re-submit requests at the first of each month if they are still desired
or contact the church office at 406-446-2430 or email requests to
redlodgemessiah(@gmail.com
with specific information and permission from the person you are adding.

The people of Messiah are praying for
Pastor Ben, Renee Boyer, Hannah Gonzales, Herb Hunt, Dolly Koski,
Rick and Sandy Koski, Jim Kyner, Mary Lair, Bob Pollock,
Carlos Ramalho, Sadie Sceva, David Smiley, Guynema Terry, Judy Yasi
and
The unspoken prayer requests of our congregation.
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Messiah Lutheran Church
912 Lower Continental Dr, P.O. Box 1330
Red Lodge, MT 59068
redlodgemessiah@gmail.com, 406-446-2430
Administrative Assistant Hours
Monday — Thursday, 11:00 am — 3:00 pm

In an effort to make Messiah comfortable and welcoming for everyone, we ask that
you refrain from using strong personal scents or perfumes. Thank you.

As a community of Christ's followers, we seek to grow, making a difference in the
8 g

lives of others.
Live by faith . Share Christ’s Love . Be a Voice for Hope

Katrin Chandler, a Lay Ministry Associate, has been authorized by the Bishop of
the Montana Synod to provide pastoral services in this congregation this Sunday.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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