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Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church 

January 4, 2026  |  Lessons and Carols 

Prelude 

Welcome 

Processional Hymn: ELW 282 It Came upon the Midnight Clear 

Prayer of the Day 

O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As 

you protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and 

adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty Savior, 

Prince of Peace. 

Amen. 

 

Reconciling God, 

we yearn for your presence to transform 

our grief, pain, and despair. 

We confess that we have not always prepared 

room in our hearts for your love; 

we have not always recognized 

your presence among us; 

we have not always embraced your message of peace. 

We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, 

oppression, and fear. 

We confess our failure to make room 

for those seeking refuge; 

our participation in violent systems 

that harm your innocent ones; 

our reluctance to embody your good news. 

Be born in us today 

and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation.  Amen 
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God’s grace upon grace flows over you. 

☩ Christ’s presence redeems the whole creation. 

Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad!  Amen. 

 

HYMN ELW 288 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 

 

First Lesson: Jeremiah 31:7-14 

God promises to bring Israel back to its land from the most remote parts of exile. In 

Zion Israel will rejoice over God’s gift of food and livestock. Young women will 

express their joy in dancing; God will give gladness instead of sorrow. 

  
7 Thus says the Lord: 

 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

 proclaim, give praise, and say, 

  “Save, O Lord, your people, 

  the remnant of Israel.” 

 8 See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north 

  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

 among them the blind and the lame, 

  those with child and those in labor together; 

  a great company, they shall return here. 

 9 With weeping they shall come, 

  and with consolations I will lead them back; 

 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 

  in a straight path where they shall not stumble, 

 for I have become a father to Israel, 

  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

 10 Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, 

  and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

 say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him 

  and will keep him as a shepherd does a flock.” 

 11 For the Lord has ransomed Jacob 

  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

 12 They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 

  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord, 

 over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 
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  and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

 their life shall become like a watered garden, 

  and they shall never languish again. 

 13 Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 

  and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

 I will turn their mourning into joy; 

  I will comfort them and give them gladness for sorrow. 

 14 I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 

  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 

 says the Lord. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  

   

Hymn ELW 295 Of The Father’s Love Begotten 

 

 Second Lesson:  Psalm 147:12-20 

Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion. (Ps. 147:12) 

  
12 Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; 

  praise your God, O Zion, 

 13 who has strengthened the bars of your gates 

  and has blessed your children within you. 

 14 God has established peace on your borders 

  and satisfies you with the finest wheat. 

 15 God sends out a command to the earth, 

  a word that runs very swiftly.  

 16 God gives snow like wool, 

  scattering frost like ashes. 

 17 God scatters hail like bread crumbs. 

  Who can stand against God’s cold? 

 18 The Lord sends forth the word and melts them; 

  the wind blows, and the waters flow. 

 19 God declares the word to Jacob, 

  statutes and judgments to Israel. 

 20 The Lord has not done so to any other nation; 

  they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!  
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Hymn ELW 294 In The Bleak Midwinter 

 

Third Lesson: Ephesians 1:3-14 

In Jesus, all of God’s plans and purposes have been made know as heaven and 

earth are united in Christ. Through Jesus, we have been chosen as God’s children 

and have been promised eternal salvation. 

 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 just as he chose us in 

Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in 

love. 5 He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to 

the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely 

bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the 

forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8 that he lavished 

on us. With all wisdom and insight 9 he has made known to us the mystery of his 

will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for the 

fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on 

earth. 11 In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined 

according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his 

counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might 

live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him you also, when you had heard the word of 

truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the 

seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the pledge of our inheritance toward 

redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his glory. 

The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Hymn ELW 276 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

 

The holy gospel according to John 

Glory to you, O Lord 

 

Gospel: John 1:[1-9] 10-18 

John begins with this prologue: a hymn to the Word through whom all things were 

created. This Word became flesh and brought grace and truth to the world. 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, 
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and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him 

was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness did not overtake it. 

  6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness 

to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the 

light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, 

was coming into the world. 

  10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the world 

did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 

accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 

power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of 

the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

  14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 

the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15 (John testified to him 

and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of 

me because he was before me.’ ”) 16 From his fullness we have all received, grace 

upon grace. 17 The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came 

through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God. It is the only Son, himself God, 

who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 

The gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you, O Christ 

 

HYMN ELW 261 As the Dark Awaits the Dawn 

 

Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, 

and all who are in need. 

 

O God, you reveal yourself wherever two or three are gathered in your name. Be 

with us now, not only in the infant Jesus and resurrected Christ, but in the beloved 

people of this assembly. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You reveal yourself in the waters of the womb; in brooks, ponds, and oceans; and in 

the waters of baptism. Grant us wisdom to tenderly care for the earth as a garden 

watered by your grace. Hear us, O God.  

Your mercy is great. 
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You reveal yourself in blessed diversity. Help us to look for you in people near and 

far, in bodies of all kinds, and in kindred young and old. Let us seek you in many 

places, praising you in many tongues. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You reveal yourself in new life. Support those beginning a new job, a new 

relationship, or a new living situation, especially those displaced because of tragedy 

or loss. Be with all others who need your life-giving touch this day (especially). 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You reveal yourself in holy communion. Sustain all who provide food and 

fellowship in this congregation and in the wider community. Make our tables signs 

of your welcoming presence among us. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

You promise to turn mourning into joy and to comfort those who weep. We 

remember those who have died and look to being united with them in your glory. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, 

trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

ELW 284 ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

 The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you 

 

OFFERING 

 

Offering Song ELW 290 Go Tell It on the Mountain 
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BLESSING 

The triune God, 

glorious Mystery, 

holy Incarnate One, 

abiding Comforter,  

☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. 

Amen. 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

Glory to God in the highest! 

And peace to God’s people on earth! 

Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Special Offering for January 

BareTooth Cupboards Food Pantry 

 

 

Epiphany Bonfire 

January  6 at 6:00 pm.  Bring hot drinks and your Christmas Trees to add to the fire. 

 

Adult Forum | Preaching 101 

Pastor Ben will be leading an adult forum on Sunday January 25th at 9:00 AM on 

preaching. You’ll hear his story and philosophy, some history and more. Come early 

and enjoy some coffee and conversation.  

 

Annual Congregational Meeting and Luncheon 

February 1st will be our annual congregational meeting after worship and will be 

followed by a luncheon provided by your Church Council. 

 

“Rachel’s Lament” 

The song Jim Johnson sang in worship last Sunday is the first of 10 songs on Jim’s 

second CD, “Real Life”.  It is available at the church office.  The cost is $15.00. 
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*** 

Prayer Requests 

Hebrews 4:16: Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, 

that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. 

For prayer requests, contact the church office at 

406-446-2430 or redlodgemessiah@gmail.com or write your requests in the 

Prayer request book with specific information and permission 

from the person you are adding. 

This month the people of Messiah are praying for  

 

Vince and Mary Ames,  

Claudia B, Hannah Gonzales, Dolly Koski, Rick and Sandy Koski, Jim Kyner, 

Doug & Mary Lair, Lois Miller, Ande Odegaard, Jackie Odegaard,  

Carlos Ramalho, the family of Dick Rosekelly, Pam Tuscher,  

the  family of Wes Thompson, Sadie Sceva, Guynema Terry, Josh Wilker,  

Josh Winter, Judy Yasi, Lexi 

 

and the unspoken prayer requests of our congregation 
 

 

 

Messiah Lutheran Church 

912 Lower Continental Dr, P.O. Box 1330 

Red Lodge, MT   59068 

redlodgemessiah@gmail.com, 406-446-2430 

 

 

 

 

 

In an effort to make Messiah comfortable and welcoming for everyone 

we ask that you refrain from using strong personal scents or perfumes. 

Thank you. 

   

Live by faith . Share Christ’s Love . Be a Voice for Hope 


