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Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church
8th Sunday after Pentecost | July 19, 2026

GATHERING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, =+ one God,

who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of =+ Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

Gathering Hymn ELW 689 Praise and Thanksgiving



Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness
and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we
may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD
Children Sermon

Isaiah 44:6-8
There are no other gods besides God. the word of the Lord does not fail to come to
pass. We can trust in God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed.

% Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:
I am the first, and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.
"Who is like me? Let them proclaim it;
let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.
8 Do not fear or be afraid;
have I not told you from of old and declared 1t?
You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?
There 1s no other rock; I know not one.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 86:11-17
Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk in your truth. (Ps. 8§6:11)

'"Teach me your way, O Lord, and I will walk in your truth;
give me an undivided heart to revere your name.
121 will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart,
and glorify your name forevermore.
B3 For great is your love toward me;
you have delivered me from the pit of death.
14The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent
people seeks my life;
they have not set you before their eyes.
15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.
1 Turn to me and have mercy on me;
give your strength to your servant, and save the child of your handmaid.
17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be put
to shame;
because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me.

Romans 8:12-25

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which
enables us to pray as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives
us unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and
decay.

12 S0 then, brothers and sisters, we are obligated, not to the flesh, to live according
to the flesh—!3 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. '*For all who are led by
the Spirit of God are children of God. > For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to
fall back into fear, but you received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba!
Father!” '®it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children
of God, 7 and if children, then heirs: heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if we
in fact suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

181 consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with
the glory about to be revealed to us. '° For the creation waits with eager longing for
the revealing of the children of God, % for the creation was subjected to futility, not
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of its own will, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 2! that the
creation itself will be set free from its enslavement to decay and will obtain the
freedom of the glory of the children of God. 2> We know that the whole creation has
been groaning together as it suffers together the pains of labor, 2* and not only the
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly
while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. ?* For in hope we were
saved. Now hope that is seen 1s not hope, for who hopes for what one already

sees? 2> But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.



Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s
judgment will remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human
history.

24 [Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field,? but while everybody was
asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went

away. 2° So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as
well. 27 And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you
not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28 He
answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us
to go and gather them?’ 2° But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you would
uproot the wheat along with them. 3° Let both of them grow together until the
harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind
them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.” ”

36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached
him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 3" He answered,
“The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38 the field is the world, and
the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil
one, * and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age,
and the reapers are angels. *° Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire,
so will it be at the end of the age. *! The Son of Man will send his angels, and they
will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 4* and they will
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
Let anyone with ears listen!”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day ELW 808 Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song



APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in
need and all of God's creation.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Knowing that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent
prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



MEAL

Offering

For the Wholeness of the Earth 1067
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1 We  lift this prayer for the whole-ness of the earth. We  lift this
2 We .turn our lives to the wholé-ness of the earth. We turn  our
3 Give thanks to God for the whole-ness of the earth. Give thanks to
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prayer for the whole-ness of the earth. We  lift this prayer for the
lives to the whole-ness of the earth. We turn our lives to the

God for the whole-ness of the earth. Give thanks to God for the
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whole-ness of the earth. Can you feel it ris-ing in  you?
whole-ness of the earth. Can you feel it spin-ning in  you?
whole-ness of the earth. Can you feel it ris-ing in you?
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Text:BretHesla, b, 1957 WHOLENESS Of THE EARTH
Music: Bret Hesla 1111118
Text and music & 2017 Bret Hesla, admin. Augshurg Fortress

Offering Prayer

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have
set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no
more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may
follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.



Great Thanksgiving
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface (Pastor)

Holy, Holy, Holy
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Thanksgiving at the Table

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Communion
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: bhave mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

ELW 465 As the Grains of Wheat
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Prayer After Communion

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us

and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,
to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

SENDING

Sabbatical Sending Rite

Blessing

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, * one God,
bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.

Sending Hymn ELW 622 Neither Life nor Death

Dismissal
Go 1n peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Delving Into the Bible

Ps. 42:1
Like as the hart desireth the waterbrooks, so longeth my soul after thee, O Lord.

This 1s a very poetic verse, especially in the King James version English. It is also a
beautiful anthem composed by Herbert Howells. This verse beautifully expresses

our thirst for God. ~Robert Leaverton

Announcements

Readers, Ushers, Communion Assistants, and Tech Booth Attendants.
If you'd like to participate in leading worship, speak to Martha Crofts - there is

always a need for more faces in these roles.
dekosk
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Trash to treasure sale is scheduled for August 7 and 8. Please bring your donations

to the church.
kekk

ECUMENICAL OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE & PICNIC
July 26, 2026
10:00 A.M. Worship
with Picnic to Follow
Kaleva Park
7790 US Hwy 212, Roberts, MT

The
Special Offering for July is
The RLACF Fun Run

Please write your prayer requests in the prayer request book in the gathering area.
We ask that you re-submit requests at the first of each month if they are still
desired or contact the church office at 406-446-2430 or email requests to
redlodgemessiah(@gmail.com
with specific information and permission from the person you are adding.

The people of Messiah are praying for
Claudia B, Renee Boyer, Cassidy Flynn, Hannah Gonzales, Dolly Koski,
Rick and Sandy Koski, Jim Kyner, Mary Lair, Bob Pollock, Carlos Ramalho,
Sadie Sceva, David Smiley, Guynema Terry, and Judy Yasi
and
The unspoken prayer requests of our congregation.
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Red Lodge Community UCC, Calvary Episcopal, Messiah Lutheran
ECUMENICAL OUTDOOR WORSHIP SERVICE & PICNIC

JULY 26, 2026
10:00 A.M. WORSHIP

with Picnic to Follow
KALEVA PARK
7790 US Hwy 212, Roberts, MT

What to Bring:
e Personal Water Bottle (to stay hydrated)

e Camp/Lawn Chairs (for the worship service)
e Hats, Umbrellas, Mosquito Repellant, Sunscreen (as needed)
e Potluck dish — sides or dessert — to share

Red Lodge Community Church to Provide: Pulled Pork sandwiches, Cowboy beans, Lemonade,
Coffee, paper plates, plasticware

Other Information: The Worship Service will be held outdoors (weather permitting). Restrooms
are available and handicap accessible. There are picnic tables under the pavilion for the picnic.

Participants are encouraged to send their regular offering to their home church the week
before or after. There will be a donation basket to help cover the expense of using Kaleva Park.

Directions: Kaleva is located on Route 212 north of Red Lodge, between mile markers 77 and 78
on the east side of the road. There is a pole entrance with a sign overhead; follow the gravel
road down to the creek.

?g:w,m Come! Bring a friend for a great morning of
worship, fellowship and food.

Google
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Messiah Lutheran Church
912 Lower Continental Dr, P.O. Box 1330
Red Lodge, MT 59068
redlodgemessiah@gmail.com, 406-446-2430
Administrative Assistant Hours
Monday — Thursday, 11:00 am — 3:00 pm

In an effort to make Messiah comfortable and welcoming for everyone, we ask that
you refrain from using strong personal scents or perfumes. Thank you.

Live by faith . Share Christ’s Love . Be a Voice for Hope

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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