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Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church
Fourth Sunday of Easter | April 26, 2026

Please be aware that our services are live-streamed. All participating adults and children appear on camera.
If you'd prefer not to be filmed, there are seats along the wall in front of the Tech Booth that will keep you off
camera. For Communion, simply remain in your seats and Pastor Ben will come to serve you.

GATHERING

Thanksgiving for Baptism
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift
of baptism.
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters
where you make us new,
leading us from death to life, from tears to joy.
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,
like rains to our thirsting earth,
like streams that revive our souls,
like cups of cool water shared with strangers.
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.

Make us one, risen Christ, in love and mission.
Cleanse our hearts of all division.
Shower us with the life we have in you.
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God, now and forever. Amen.

Gathering Hymn ELW 807 Come, thou Fount of every blessing

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.


https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Music/Index/2026-4-26/2717
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Prayer of the Day

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety
through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in
certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in your house, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
Children Sermon

First Reading: Acts 2:42-47
Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon
on the day of Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God’s people. The new
community is sustained in worship and fellowship, shares what they have, and
ensures that everyone has enough.
42 [The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers.

4 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were being done
through the apostles. ** All who believed were together and had all things in
common; * they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds
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to all, as any had need. # Day by day, as they spent much time together in the
temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous
hearts, ' praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day
the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.

Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. (Ps. 23:1)
' The Lord is my shepherd;
I shall not be in want.
2The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3You restore my soul, O Lord,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
‘Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no
evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
3>You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:19-25
Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties,
hardships, rejection, or even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for
our path of endurance and loyalty to God, particularly amid adversity.
9Tt is a commendable thing if, being aware of God, a person endures pain while
suffering unjustly. 2°If you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what
credit is that? But if you endure when you do good and suffer for it, this is a
commendable thing before God. ! For to this you have been called, because Christ
also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his
steps.

22 “He committed no sin,

and no deceit was found in his mouth.”

23 When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not
threaten, but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. >* He himself bore
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our sins in his body on the cross, so that, having died to sins, we might live for
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. ?° For you were going astray
like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.
Word of God, word of life.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
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Gospel: John 10:1-10
The holy gospel according to John
Glory to you, O Lord
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Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual
leadership. Those who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life.

[Jesus said:] ! “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by
the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. > The one who enters
by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him,
and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them

out. * When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep
follow him because they know his voice. °> They will not follow a stranger, but they
will run from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” ® Jesus used
this figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to
them.



7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the
sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not
listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved and will come in
and go out and find pasture. '° The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I
came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day ELW 782 My Shepherd, You Supply My Need

NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.



He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.

who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen

Prayers of Intercession
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in
need and all of God's creation.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Knowing that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent
prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

MEAL

Offering
Offering Hymn ELW 860 I’'m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me

Offering Prayer

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have
set a table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no
more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may
follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

Great Thanksgiving



Dialogue
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Text: Traditional; English text, hymnal version
Music: Argentine traditional
Englich text © 2020 Augsburg Fortress

Thanksgiving at the Table

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
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Invitation to Communion

Communion

Communion Hymns

HOLY COMMUNION : hd
In This Feast of Love
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ELW 789 Savior Like a Shepherd Lead Us
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Prayer After Communion

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us

and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts,
to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations.

In the name of Jesus, Amen.

SENDING

Blessing

May our Glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen
Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, (+) Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever. Amen.

Sending Hymn ELW 774 What A Fellowship, What A Joy Divine

Dismissal
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Delving Into the Bible

Galatians 6, 9 - 10

So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if
we do not give up. So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the
good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith.

When I grow weary, I remind myself that serving and helping others gives me
happiness in return. We have a little saying in Germany which says that the good
you do returns to your own heart: " Willst du gliicklich sein im Leben, trage bei zu
anderer Gliick, denn die Freude, die wir geben, kehrt ins eigene Herz zurtick."
Wishing you a wonderful week! Katrin Chandler
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Announcements

Thank you to all who participated in leading worship today, including:
Readers, Ushers, Communion Assistants, and Tech Booth Attendants.
If you'd like to participate in leading worship, speak to Martha Crofts - there is

always a need for more faces in these roles.
dekosk

St. John’s United-Aeries invites you to “Meals & Meaning: A Free Speaker
Series for Active Aging”
Coming Up: Building Strong Connections in Your Community
Presented by: Leif Wellhaven, LW Consulting, LLC
Wed., April 29th - 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM (Lunch Included)
Lillis Center, 2429 Mission Way
Call 406-655-5400 to RSVP for this free event!
kokok

Messiah is in need of regular cleaning. If you are willing to sign up to do some light
cleaning (bathrooms, vacuuming, or glass cleaning) it would go a long way. We all
need to do our part to keep the building sparkling! Please let Dianne know what
you'd like to contribute. And THANK YOU

Special Offering for
April
Lutheran World Relief Quilters
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PRAYER REQUESTS
For prayer requests, contact the church office at
406-446-2430 or redlodgemessiah(@gmail.com or write your requests in
the Prayer request book with specific information and permission
from the person you are adding.

The people of Messiah are praying for

Claudia B, Meredith Cherland,

Hannah Gonzales, Dolly Koski, Rick and Sandy Koski, Jim Kyner,
Mary Lair, Lois Miller, Chandra Rameriz, Carlos Ramalho,
Sadie Sceva, Guynema Terry, Josh Winter, and Judy Yasi,

The unspoken prayer requests of our congregation.

Messiah Lutheran Church
912 Lower Continental Dr, P.O. Box 1330
Red Lodge, MT 59068
redlodgemessiah@gmail.com, 406-446-2430
Administrative Assistant Hours
Monday — Thursday, 11:00 am — 3:00 pm

In an effort to make Messiah comfortable and welcoming for everyone, we ask that
you refrain from using strong personal scents or perfumes. Thank you.

Live by faith . Share Christ’s Love . Be a Voice for Hope

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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