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Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church
Fifth Sunday of Easter | May 18, 2025

GATHERING

Thanksgiving for Baptism
Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift
of baptism.

We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters
where you make us new,

leading us from death to life,

from tears to joy.

We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth,

like rains to our thirsting earth,

like streams that revive our souls,

like cups of cool water shared with strangers.

Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear.
Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness.
Send us companions on our journey as we share your life.

Make us one, risen Christ, in love and mission.
Cleanse our hearts of all division.
Shower us with the life we have in you.
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God, now and forever. Amen.

GATHERING SONG (ELW 437) On Jordan’s Stormy Banks



GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour
into our hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit,
we may know goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.



WORD

CHILDREN SERMON

First Reading: Acts 11:1-18

In defense of his earlier baptism of non-Jewish believers, Peter demonstrates to the
members of the Jerusalem church that God'’s intention to love Gentiles as well as
Jews is revealed in Jesus '’ testimony. In this way the mission to the Gentiles is
officially authorized.

1 Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had
also accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the
circumcised believers criticized him, 3saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised
men and eat with them?” # Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step,
saying, °“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance | saw a vision. There
was something like a large sheet coming down from heaven, being lowered by its
four corners; and it came close to me. © As I looked at it closely | saw four-footed
animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. ” | also heard a voice saying to
me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.” 8 But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing
profane or unclean has ever entered my mouth.” ° But a second time the voice
answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call

profane.” ® This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to
heaven. 1! At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the
house where we were. 12 The Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a
distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we
entered the man’s house. ** He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his
house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14 he will
give you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.” > And
as | began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the
beginning. 1 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John
baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 17 If then God
gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ,
who was I that I could hinder God?” ¥ When they heard this, they were silenced.
And they praised God, saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the
repentance that leads to life.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm: Psalm 148
The splendor of the Lord is over earth and heaven. (Ps. 148:13)
! Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.
2 Praise the Lord, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
3 Praise the Lord, sun and moon;
sing praise, all you shining stars.
4 Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
®Let them praise the name of the Lord,
who commanded, and they were created,
® who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.
" Praise the Lord from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
8 fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
9 mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
19 wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds;
sovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
12young men and maidens,
old and young together.
13 Let them praise the name of the Lord,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
14The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful
servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah!

Second Reading: Revelation 21:1-6

John’s vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age has dawned; God
dwells with us already. Yet we wait for the time when the tears that cloud our vision
will be wiped away. Then we will see the new heaven, new earth, and new
Jerusalem.



11 saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for
her husband. 3 And 1 heard a loud voice from the throne saying,

“See, the home of God is among mortals.

He will dwell with them;

they will be his peoples,

and God himself will be with them;

*he will wipe every tear from their eyes.

Death will be no more;

mourning and crying and pain will be no more,

for the first things have passed away.”
®> And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things

new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” ® Then he
said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.
To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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* Muay be sung in canon.

Music: Muscogee (Creek) Indian; transc. Charles H. Webb, b. 1933
Trasscription © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company



The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: John 13:31-35

After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his
betrayer, Jesus speaks of his glorification on the cross. This deep complicated love
of Jesus, even to death on the cross, will be the distinctive mark of Jesus’
community.

31 When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and
God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also
glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33 Little children, I am with you
only a little longer. You will look for me; and as | said to the Jews so now | say to
you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.” 31 give you a new commandment, that
you love one another. Just as | have loved you, you also should love one

another. % By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love
for one another.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY (ELW 482) | Come with Joy

APOSTLE’S CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.



On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in
need and all of God's creation.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Knowing that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent
prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.



MEAL

OFFERING

I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: JESUS LIFTED ME, African American spiritual

OFFERING PRAYER

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with
blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous
hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

DIALOGUE
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

COMMUNION SONG

f
A &

j— 4
] T o  ——

S
f

Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have mer - ¢y on
N o " —
¥ 1 % | — i Y 1 11 | i
FL i | F 1 1 ! | 1
[ | " .
o
us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the
N ; — "
¥ 1 | 1 1 | Y 1 — | 1 |n
! 1 1 [ i 1 1 4
o € i—ﬂ—d—t
J a—
world: have mer - cy on us Lamb of Geod, you
n . — ] i
¥ 1 1 1 | 1 L 1
1 1 i 1 ] 5} r.'-_. i P
~1 t
take a - way the sin of the world;  grant  us peace.

12



COMMUNION HYMN (ELW 777) Come to Me All Pilgrims Thirsty

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send
us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all
the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

May our Glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen
Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, (+) Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever. Amen.

SENDING SONG (ACS 1043) Spirit Open My Heart (Next Page)
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Spirit, Open My Heart
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Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: WILD MOUNTAIN THYME, Irish melody; adapt. Alfred V. Fedak, b. 1953

Text © 1996 Pilgrim Press. All rights reserved.
Music © 2011 Alfred V. Fedak

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Special Offering for May.
Christikon

Thank you to all who participated in leading worship today, including:
Readers, Ushers, Communion Assistants, and Tech Booth Attendants.
We need your participation in these roles! Speak to Martha Crofts to sign up.
*k*k
Help us spread the word about all the amazing things happening at Messiah! Our
Outreach Committee is dedicated to sharing our mission, celebrating the talents of
our members, and fostering growth within our congregation. If you have a passion
for connecting with others and showcasing the wonderful gifts within our church
family, we’d love to have you on board! Get involved today!
Contact Sandy Moe at sandra.moe@rocky.edu / 218-341-0283.

Let’s grow together!
*k*

Upcoming

End of Life Adult Forum series Monday nights in May and June.
May 19 — 7:00 pm Jim Johnson — Visiting the Dying
June 2 —7:00 pm Pastor Ben — Funerals and More

*k*k

Clean Up Day — Inside and Outside — June 7, from 9:00 am to noon.

Please come and help. Many hands make light work.
*k*

Two Opportunities to join our Red Lodge ecumenical partners in worship!
Rogation Sunday service and potluck with Calvary Episcopal at the Tuell Ranch on
June 22nd. Messiah showed up in force last year and enjoyed a moving worship
service with our friends at Calvary. AND Messiah is invited to join the Community
Church for worship at Kaleva on July 27th. 10 a.m. worship service with a potluck
after. Bring your own chairs. (Kaleva is a private campground just off Highway
212, south of Roberts.)
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PRAYER REQUESTS
For prayer requests, contact the church office at
406-446-2430 or redlodgemessiah@gmail.com or write your requests in
the Prayer request book with specific information and permission
from the person you are adding.

This month the people of Messiah are praying for
Carl and Meredith Cherland, Neil and Alice Carver, Jackie Cordill,
JoAnne Fox, Dolly Koski, Rick and Sandy Koski,
Jack Kyner and his family, Doug & Mary Lair, The family of Rob Loney,
Paul Odegaard, Guynema Terry, Josh Wilker, and M.T.

Messiah Lutheran Church
912 Lower Continental Dr, P.O. Box 1330
Red Lodge, MT 59068
redlodgemessiah@gmail.com, 406-446-2430
Administrative Assistant Hours
Monday — Thursday, 11:00 am — 3:00 pm

In an effort to make Messiah comfortable and welcoming for everyone, we ask that
you refrain from using strong personal scents or perfumes. Thank you.

Live by faith . Share Christ’s Love . Be a Voice for Hope

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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