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Melon Chunkin’ Festival Post News Release

October 1, 2025

	Tri-County Family Care Center sponsored a Melon Chunkin’ Festival on Saturday, September 13th at the Arkansas Valley Fairgrounds with approximately 150 people in attendance. Teams were recruited to launch cantaloupe with the trebuchet machine. The concept was to build family strengthening, communication and team building. Teams were judged on communication, teamwork and how well they scored with the launching for distance. This event was made possible with cantaloupe provided by Hirakata Farms. Matt Proctor Farms provided the watermelons. The trebuchet machine was provided for the teams to use. Matt Rouleau managed the trebuchet and guided the teams on safety to operate them. Our arena crew, who assisted were Micah & Javin Summers, Isaac & Kale Rouleau. There were 14 food, crafts and other vendors and the Colorado Wardens Knights in Armor. The Knights in Armor performed sword & axe fights throughout the day, which were enjoyed by those attending. Kenny Arguello emcee’d the event & Trent Ryan with Ark Valley Entertainment was the DJ. 
	First place for Team Building and 1st place for longest launch with three combined cantaloupe (967 total yards) was Chuck & Larry to include Curt McCuistion & Jess Howells. Second place team for Team building was the Rocky Ford Fire Department (947 yards) was Brandon Dickenson, Darren Kolukowski, Ute Bustamante & James Leffler. Third place for Team Building and 1st place for their costumes were the Atomic Dishwashers (945 yards) to include Jennifer Schulz, Brenda & Melinda Rouleau. Rick Rickman and Dustin Roberts transported produce from the farmers. Judges were Cliff Schulz, Robert Hernandez and Gary Reed. All the teams stated they learned how to work better together and had fun doing it! 
	The following people won by purchasing tickets for the intermission contests: Longest distance cantaloupe catapult: 1st place, Damien Rosas, 2nd place, Jess Howells, & 3rd place, Michael Gonzales. Closest to the bullseye watermelon contest: 1st place, Jose Apodaca, 2nd place, Curt McCuistion, & 3rd place, Michael Gonzales. TCFCC’s crew & volunteers did the launching. All of their assistance was greatly appreciated! 
	The Medieval Days Dress Up Contest winners were: Adrian & Avery DeHerrera  
	Hirakata Farms donated 40 pumpkins for our pumpkin patch. The kids and their parents painted the pumpkins. The winners were: 1st place, Carly & Roy Barnett, 2nd place, unknown, 3rd place, Isabell Burton.
	The Melon Chunkin’ Festival had its challenge of rain, which caused us to finish a couple of hours early. Overall the event was a success with 10 total teams and those that attended enjoyed themselves! 
	Thank you to our Sponsors: Total Concept, Black Hills Energy, Rocky Ford Discount Tire and Lewis Bolt & Nut. Thank you for In-Kind donations from Gobins, Hirakata Farms, Matt Proctor Farms, City of Rocky Ford, Rocky Ford Chamber and Small Town Project. 
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