Village of Higginsport
Village Council Special Meeting
December 27, 2023

The Council of the Village of Higginsport met in special session at the Village Municipal
Building on Wednesday, December 27, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. with all members present except
Scott Null.

Also, present were: Fire Chief Rob Starrett, Police Chief Shawn Elliott, Solicitor DJ Osborne,
Annie Osborne, Chris Bishop, Dean Miracle, Tricia Wood, Sandy Beair, Mark Fester, Linda
Fester, Dustin Faul, Travis Faul, Tina Germann, Duanne Germann, Amy Ring, Drew Smith,
Dylan Branham, Matt Adams and Wanda Crawford.

Mayor Crawford called the meeting to order, led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance and
stated the special meeting had been called to discuss fire department business.

Fire Department Business

Chief Starrett presented the proposed 2024 Lewis Township fire contract. He explained that
Lewis Township had split the township into four zones for fire and EMS coverage to be
covered by five fire and/or EMS departments.

Chief Starrett explained the format of the fire contract was different than in previous
contracts as the township’s insurance company Ohio Township Association Risk Management
Authority (OTARMA) had required the township to make changes to the fire/EMS contracts
utilized by Lewis Township. OTARMA’s contract recommendations had been forwarded to the
Brown County assistant prosecutor for review and they had made some additions to the
contract as well.

Mayor Crawford inquired if there were any questions regarding the proposed contract. A
discussion ensued with Mr. Beair requesting to see a copy of the proposed contract. Mr. Mark
Fester informed Council that he, Mr. Beair, Mr. Elliott and Mr. Dean Miracle had recently
attended the Lewis Township trustee meeting and the proposed contract did not need to be
approved by December 31, 2023. He expressed Council should not approve the contract but
to approach the Lewis Township trustees regarding the contract amount and make a counter-
offer. Chief Starrett explained the contract amounts were not negotiable that the amounts
were set for each department involved in the fire/EMS contracts for the township.

Solicitor Osborne stated that he had not seen or reviewed the proposed contract however
after further discussion he admitted that he had seen the proposed contract and felt that
there were changes that needed to be made. He expressed that he would render his
resignation if Council chose to approve the proposed fire contract.

Resolution 23-40
Motion by: Ms. Wills Seconded by: Mrs. Adams

To approve and execute a fire protection contract with the Trustees of Lewis Township,
Brown County, Ohio, calling for the furnishing of fire protection from the Higginsport Fire
Department for Lewis Township for a period of one (1) year commencing January 1, 2024 and
ending December 31, 2024. Contract calling for the payment of the sum of $30,000.00
annually for said protection.

Vote: Mrs. Adams, Yes, Mr. Beair, No; Mr. Elliott, No; Mr. Moon, Abstain; Mr. Null, Absent;
Ms. Wills, Yes Tie Breaking Vote: Mayor Crawford, Yes



Chief Starrett requested an executive to discuss a fire department personnel matter.

Motion by: Mrs. Adams, seconded by: Ms. Wills to go into executive session to discuss a fire
department personnel matter. Vote: Mrs. Adams, Yes; Mr. Beair, Abstain; Mr. Elliott,
Abstain; Mr. Null, Absent; Mr. Moon, Yes

Time Out: 6:14 p.m.

Motion by: Ms. Wills, seconded by: Mrs. Adams to return to regular session. Motion passed
unanimously.
Time Returned: 6:37 p.m.

Mayor Crawford announced that Chief Rob Starrett had submitted his resignation of his village
fire chief position effective December 31, 2023. Chief Starrett explained that he had applied
for his Ohio Public Employee Retirement (OPERS) and was required to be in a non-
paid/employed status for a period of sixty (60) days in order for him to receive his retirement
benefits. He expressed that he would like to return as the village fire chief effective March
1, 2024 should Council be in agreement with him doing so.

Chief Starrett informed Council that he had appointed three (3) fire lieutenants, Anthony
Moon, Drew Smith and Curtis Henderson to handle the fire department operations and that
there would be no need to appoint an interim chief.

Resolution 23-41
Motion by: Mr. Elliott Seconded by: Ms. Wills

To accept the resignation of Fire Chief Rob Starrett effective December 31, 2023.

Vote: Mrs. Adams, Yes, Mr. Beair, Yes; Mr. Elliott, Yes; Mr. Moon, Abstain;
Mr. Null, Absent; Ms. Wills, Yes

Mayor Crawford expressed he had joined the village fire department in 1984 and that Chief
Starrett had done a wonderful job for the village and its fire department. He recommended
Council reinstate him as village fire chief in March 2024.

Mr. Elliott expressed that Chief Starrett had done a fantastic job but that since he would be
leaving office at the end of the year, he did not feel he should vote for his reinstatement
should Council decide to vote on it at the present meeting.

Motion by: Mr. Moon, seconded by: Ms. Wills, to adjourn the meeting. Motion passed
unanimously.
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