
NELSON’S 
HEAD



Five daring boys are
embroiled in a madcap
heist story set in 1960’s
Dublin. 

When Nelson’s Pillar - the
most controversial statue
in Ireland - is blown to
smithereens, the five lads
decide to steal the head of
the statue for ransom.

The Government and the
Gardaí will go to any lengths
to get it back.



Set against the backdrop of a rapidly
changing 1960s Dublin, Nelson’s Head is a
true-life caper brimming with wit, charm,
and youthful defiance. When a group of
broke but brilliant art students—led by
intrepid O’Connor twins from Derry—learn
that Nelson’s Pillar has been blown to bits,
they hatch a wild plan to steal the fallen
statue’s intact head and ransom it to save
their beloved student union. 



What follows is a rollicking game of cat and mouse with the Irish
authorities, led by the determined detective D.I. Audrey Sidney — all set to
the soundtrack of rock ’n’ roll, student protests, and a city on the brink of
cultural revolution.

As Nelson’s Head makes its perilous journey around Ireland, artists and
anarchists of all persuasions seek association with it. The boys even rent it
out to appear in advertising commercials for Guinness and nylon stockings.
It finds itself centre stage with The Dubliners and as cover art on chart-
topping albums, before it is eventually sold to a London antique dealer for
an exorbitant fee. 



Every barman and taxi driver
in Dublin claims to know who
has the Head. Is it the
Americans or the Soviets?
The I.R.A. or the F.B.I.? Some
believe it has been stolen by
the Argentinians, others by
the Iranians. Rumours grow
legs and run all over the
country. The Gardaí, however,
remain convinced that our
boys have been smuggling
Nelson from safe house to
safe house - and they are
determined to re-capture the
Head and bring its kidnappers
to justice. 









At its heart this story is about young people taking bold, creative action
against the systems and symbols that don’t serve them — something we’re
seeing again today, whether it’s through protest, art, or the toppling of
outdated statues around the world. 

The theft of Nelson’s head wasn’t just a prank—it was a political act, an
artistic statement, and a rebellion rolled into one. It has the spirit of Banksy,
the energy of student protest, and the wit of a classic caper. With
conversations today around student debt, the role of public art and debates
over who has the right to write History - this film feels like a mirror held up
to the here and now of current times.







THIS YOUNG LAD IS ORLA’S DAD
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