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Five daring boys are

embroiled in a madcap

heist story set in 1960's |
Dublin. .'

When Nelson’s Pillar - the
most controversial statue
in Ireland - is blown to
smithereens, the five lads
decide to steal the head of
the statue for ransom.

The Government and the

Gardai will go to any lengths
to get it back.

...A TRUE STORY




SYNOPSIS...

Set against the backdrop of a rapidly
changing 1960s Dublin, Nelson's Head is a
true-life caper brimming with wit, charm,
and youthful defiance. When a group of
broke but brilliant art students—led by
intrepid 0'Connor twins from Derry—learn
that Nelson's Pillar has been blown to bits,
they hatch a wild plan to steal the fallen
statue’s intact head and ransom it to save
their beloved student union.
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NELSON'S HEAD.
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Nelson’s other
half arrives

For three weeks, the head
of Nelson, from the
hombed pillar in O'Connell

Strect, Dublin, has_been : What follows is a rollicking game of cat and mouse with the Irish

missing, stolen by art
students. Last week all

two. hundredweight of it | authorities, led by the determined detective D.I. Audrey Sidney — all set to
of Treland. * And yesterday

e Sonle ik Wi Ul 3 the soundtrack of rock 'n’ roll, student protests, and a city on the brink of
his loot at the foot of . .
cultural revolution.

Nelson’s other column in
Trafalzar Square, Nicholas
Tomalin fells the whole
story of the opegation on

As Nelson's Head makes its perilous journey around Ireland, artists and
anarchists of all persuasions seek association with it. The boys even rent it
out to appear in advertising commercials for Guinness and nylon stockings.
It finds itself centre stage with The Dubliners and as cover art on chart-

topping albums, before it is eventually sold to a London antique dealer for
an exorbitant fee.
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believe it has been stolen by
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NELSON GOES HOJ

By JACK KENEALY ‘1=re a
legs and run all over the

h:"'
T HE granite head r;jf one ans
of Lord Neison begar to pile
. went hack to ﬂ;’“‘;‘ﬂh;‘;‘-"a
country. The Gardai, however, official and 1

Dublin’s O'Connell- g B
. . streel yesterday . » »|azain in a corporation |for a few mmute:--—caused Amid chee

remain convinced that our

boys have been smuggling

ahu?e the city

a near riot hunﬂredueigh
Nelson from safe house to
ﬂﬂm . "' l;ﬁ “ "' [ The we tried the Lord | *

has the Head. Is it the v e Pis CE"T.“_E

It could have happened head

iy . with a line cr two {Irom Ren
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sioermaraet for ke past
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NELSON’S

HEAD ‘FLIES]
TO LONDON
VIA BELFAST.
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THE STOLEN HEAD of Admiral Lord.
was ingloriously shuttled through Belfast e
for London at the week-end.

The

weeks ago, was béing smuggl
of a London antique gallery.

S!TFE" Beifast, recoriin:
stiudio
folk simging group

| recorded a ballad about

where

¥+ - - i ] i
| pelignite biast that EKnocked
Welson off his _pess™ /"
O'Connell Sr-vwet. '

An aftem | ¥ o™ BU B

head for | = W0 .drough a|
| Beifast insufance broker failed |

would aerept the valuation.

Insurance

Said insurance broker AMr
Jim Aiken: "Dublin stuaents
fromi the National College of
Art and the man who bought
the head from them. DMr,
Bennie Grav, owner r._’ .'ju-
L.ondon art gallery, arrivéa il
my office with the head early
on Thursday morning.

“They asked me 1o
insurance cover for 1t and 1o

e b L e
grrangi

iwo hundredweight
granite head. shorn from the |
Admiral’s statues atier it was
{ blasted fm@ {3 plinth five

out of Dublin to be the centre-

piece gi the opening cersnony
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package it for its flight. We |

took it to the recording studio
in Bank Street and packed it
in a box that we got from a
depariment slore. _
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Admiral Nelson makes

By Nicholas Tomalin

OF ALL tke svents commemacat
ing the Dublin Easter Hising last
werk, possibly the oddest was the
smugglhing out of Ireland of fwd
granite hundredweight of Admirzal
Nelson to pubdicise an antigue
shop,

Ever asince Nelson, o hated
gmibol of Englizsh naval glory,
was pelignited off his pillar in
O'Connell Street by Ropubiican
extremisis five weeks ngo, pleces
of the Admiral and s plinih
have bean finding their way into
Irizh  barsrooms Hutl the hest
bit, his battered head, has been
in the hands of seven bragndocelo
studonts from the National Caol
lege of Art, whe mnched it from
a Dublin Carposation storersom
o ralse interest in (helr annual
hall,

Nelson's face, with iz fose
knocked of from his fall, bears
the agonised expression of &
man  suffering from acid-indi-
gestion before the " _'r ‘ef
arpive=-y _bheld § M Ppa | W
f Nt B & “puls . N pls _ W
IR BR B BB s
I~ W " R estrinikly ronmd the
et and beaches of Duldin for
bricl personal appearances, to be
whipped off, wrapped in sacking,
before the police arcive.

Last Wednesday, Mr Bennle
Gray, owner of an antiquo market,
flew o Dubkin o acquire Nelaon
anil within ¥4 hours  achieved
what the Dublla CID had s
lamentably falled 1o do in their
leisure moments from IHA
chaging. Aflter a2 eouple of false
alarms (hi= fGirst Melson bead
turned out to be made of sapier
midchd) Mr Gray located the
gtudents, and for a handsome
sum  persaaded them o part
with It

Then hegan an extraordinary
“Carry On [eprechaun " opsara-
ton o abduct Admiral Nelson
in the koot of 2 Morris 1100 over
the harder inte Ulster, and in the
helly of a BRE A Yanpoard over
the sea o Loadon

Clampadown

Lezg than an hour alter Nelson
slipped past costoms offlcers on
the Belfsst Hosd, the Ulster
'-.'-I'I:I"n":"]"Iiml“'T"'! anmoumeell AN B
ri'{'l cidented clesmp-down on the
wrder 1o ilop anyvane " angaging
in .ll|||l.r'.'-.-|'.r' BeLIvILle*E OF alher
wike endangering peace in Noreths
ern Ireland But this move, as
it turped oul, was aimed mere

lounge, Mr Gray was pacing
up and down in the f(aver, o
convention of antigue dealers wis
discussing the valuation of Nelson
senlptures in the= restaurant, and
the zeven art siundents (Tor once
without thie Black Eu Eluxy Kian
hoods they weed far television
appearances) were condocting a
Freas conforonce in the bagsment

At 430 Nelson set off for
EeaMagt in the boot af the Morris,
accompanied h} Heanie Gray, a
Mr. John Sheridan,  puehlicity
manager for “ The Dubliners ™ a
lncal folksong group whio'd been
making free with the Admiral In
thair songd, andd & secreilve Irish
mahleimiun willlmg engage in
wiinE h.tlli.'.lhll"c' FMINnMIRE for m liéw
bours,

At Dundalk, Just bafore the
border, the conspirators stopped
far two pinte of porter aplece and
s work out a oover story
Suppoke Abe w5 @ ten  did
“wd Whd B ¥ 00 Sw A thiy
Bl ln W\ B gsa® e X
B bhe ¢ A B Comtrebhand
© ey W andstand for ' The
Dhibiliners, " ballast o [mprove
road holding, or a special chunk
of granite for o Bellast sculptor

What was worse, the Ulster
Special Constabulary were out In
strength, armed to the feeth. * If
they stop you, for (God's sake
came quieily.” sald the Irish Earl
*Mothing's worth & Prolestant
bullet In the stomach—nol aven
Lard Melyon™

‘Al Capone*

At the post fteelf, the calmest
man was Mr Sherudan ( You can
describe me ag the Al Capone of
the Dublin racetrack—I'm used
10 this kind of thing "™ Justl n
irip with a few musical Instru-
tenils for o Mellaal concert, he
explatnail

Unfortunately Mr (Gray . had
alresidy Deen impetubsus enough
to declare on Irieh Television his
interest in Nelson, The recorded
programme  was broadcast fve
mingtes before the Morris 1100
pasiin]  through the post. Tho
plicers furned fram Lhe Television
screen [0 see lhe Nelsoa's 1lead
man walk in through the door

“"Well, and have you gol
Nelson aboard? © they asked.

“Yiou, of course. He's under
the weal.” said the smuggler,
mustering n smile

= et nwny with vou. Vil rllrlll:l.'
man Tl car Foared off towards
Northern lreland

Nelson exploded: at the base of his pillar

among the wood shavings. = 0Oh
by, yodive gol enough powder
thers to Blow up the whole Ulster
Parfiament!™ showled & passing
wag, rFurther winiry smiles

At Heifast airpor!, &snether
sfag. BE A refused o aooepl
MNel=on's Head g5 excess baggape
A frambic hall-hour of rapid
nepolialion and MNelson  waa
accepied as ALF Cargo amd fork
lined intoe the 12:58% Vanguard
for London

And finally, lale on Friday
afternoon, he wan driven into
London and, after o sentimental
visii fo =&t his more exalied
replica in Irafalgar Square, un
patked for display at The Antigue
supermarkel, In Barrell Streel,
W.l

(e probilem

Now only ane problem remains
Bennie Gray has prowdly e
clared hiz enterprise as a saluts
to & splendid gesture of anarchy
Wil he ol have himself rams
poried back fto Ireland to be
hanpged, drawn and quartersd il
the hands of indignant Irshmen

The law k& confusecd on this
mivimt hu# 8 ke se ihnnnoh b

— =22 The return of
.~ Nelson’s

o b sl l

1irt:
w_}

W% nial handing
: ﬁ"ﬁ"_ “Peid 1o the

erdav  was
trafhic
w  gardm

who were detefiised ‘that traffic
would not be held W

The head arrived as
al the site wh

stood in cen of O'Connell
street al .' il wrapped
in a sack and &y n the back

'[ WAL accom-
panied by M iftme Gray, the
29-vear-old L antigue dealer
who has bebd™ts custodian for
the paxt five ®months, and The

Dubliners, the ballad group who
had wused the head as a prop
during a performance a: the Gate
Thealre.

As the slow-moving lorry drew
alongside the flower hmed which
has replaced the plinth, Mr. Gray,
using a hand megaphone. inguired

from the crowd pof sevesal hundred
if there was among them a trusiee
of the pillar who would accept

Nelson's head.
|  After a few moments’ confusron,
a Corporation official raised his
hand and said he would take 1L
However, all the time the lorry
was kept in motion by the gardai
and the crowd had 8o chase afier
it for ahout 30 wvards. Here, the
lorry was hrought te a halt and
the unveiling of the hesd began to
the accompaniment of “Nelson’s
Return.,” a ballad sung by The
Dubliners.

But the sinping ended after &
few “bars” and the ceremony was
unceremoniously cut short by a
garda sergeant who used more than
pentle persuasion 1o bring Mr
Grav down off the back of the
lorrv and made him hand over

the ignition keys to the :!n'w:r.
wha was instructed 1o keep
moving.”

A few Corporation workmen

iust had time to drag the two-cwl
head from the side of the lorry
hefore it moved awav. They then
carried it bo a van. A spokesman
said later: “We are satisfied the
head is authentic. We have laken
possession of it and il is now In
eafe-keening.” He declined to say
where it was being stored.

“LOTS OF FUN"

would find nobody to accept il

the trustees to accept it, but they
wanted nothing to do with it. 1
even tried the Prime Minister and
the Lord Mayor. but
seemed interested.”

head
where it arrived on Monday, was

of the journey was )
then the head was flown to Dublin
bv a peer in a private plane,

peer, :
person who helped him smuggle
th» head out of Ireland.

drcigned to attract nublicity to his
antique  business. !
syt £300 and “‘was worthwhile.®
P= refuted a claim by one of the
srt students who w25 involved m
the deal that he still owed £300
“r~nt" for the head:

The money. according to one of
tha students, is to be used to help
colleagues

expenses.

The representatives of T.C.Ds |

seckly  pews r, Lrinity

have asked ﬂﬁin Corporation to
hand over Nelson's head in order
that 1l
grounds of the college.

A spokesman for the paper said
this morning that if the Corpora-
tion decline to donate the head of
the broken statue they will launch
a fund-raising campaign to finance
its  purchase.

The paper’s request to the Cor-
poration said that the Nelson monu-
ment was “tragically demolished by
explosive.” and added: “To pre-
serve this relic for posterity we
should like permission to have its

gcustody, so that it
within the college walls as a fine
example of the sculpture of 19th-
century Dublin. As proof of our
sincerity, we would be willing to
start a public appeal for funds to
have this historic fragment perman-
ently displayed 1
possible in Trinity College.

“LOTS OF FUN"
Mr. Gray, after the head had

been taken away, said it had been
"“lots
antigue shop. But
impression he was glad to be nid

of fun™ having it in Bis
he gave the
it. For a time it seemed he

He said: “I tried to get one of

nobody

He explained that bringing the
from London to Dublin,

“complicated operation.” Part |
by road and

identify

He declined to
the =ame

but said it was

Mr. Grav  said the wvenlure,

had cost him

with their college

Students ask

Corporation for

Nelson’s head

MNews,

may be displayed in the

might reside

on  exhibition, if
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At its heart this story is about young people taking bold, creative action
against the systems and symbols that don't serve them — something we're
seeing again today, whether it's through protest, art, or the toppling of
outdated statues around the world.

The theft of Nelson's head wasn't just a prank—it was a political act, an
artistic statement, and a rebellion rolled into one. It has the spirit of Banksy,
the energy of student protest, and the wit of a classic caper. With
conversations today around student debt, the role of public art and debates
over who has the right to write History - this film feels like a mirror held up
to the here and now of current times.







an alan parker film

NOILDITIOD NOIHILIED 3HL

A HARD DRY'S NIGHT

DIRECTED BY RICHARD LESTER

HANG ON A MINUTE LADS
I’VE GOT A GREAT IDEA

i, E‘-.!l % tie {/ 3.8

1969 AUSTIN MINI COOPER S
NGLISH WHITE WT-3 | ISLAND BLUS BU-
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