March 2026

Volume 1, Issue 1

IOOF, Pueblo 8 Monthly Newspaper

Page 1

Pueblo Lodge No. 8 Secures Ifs Permanent Home

by:

John Jones
Editor in Chief
Past Grand
Pueblo 8

In a moment des-
tined to be remembered
as a turning point in the
modern history of Odd Fel-
lowship in Southern Colora-
do, Pueblo Lodge No. 8 is
proud to announce the pur-
chase of 224 South Union
Avenue, a landmark building
in the heart of the Historic
Union Avenue District. After
years of meeting in bor-
rowed spaces and dreaming
of a permanent home, the
Lodge has stepped boldly
into its next chapter—one
rooted in stewardship,
visibility, and community
impact.

The acquisition
was the result of months of
careful planning, spirited
discussion, and dedicated
negotiation. Grand Secre-
tary Chad Parker played a

pivotal role throughout the
process, helping guide the
Lodge through the complex-
ities of the purchase and
ensuring that the Order’s
long-term interests were
protected. His steady hand
and deep knowledge of the
fraternity’s operations were
instrumental in bringing the
deal to completion.

A Building With Purpose

The three-level
structure at 224 South
Union Avenue is more than
a building—it is a multi-use
campus for the future of
Odd Fellowship in Pueblo
and beyond.

The ground floor will
soon become the home of
the Odd Fellows Platter &
Pint, a public-facing gather-
ing place designed to bring
the community into direct
contact with the Lodge’s
mission of friendship, love,
and truth.

At the heart of this
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224 South Union Ave in Pueblo will become the IOOF Butldmg

operation will be Noble
Grand Anthony Palmer,
whose culinary venture,
Heavenly Soul, will run the
kitchen and supply the food
program. His vision blends
comfort, creativity, and cul-
tural roots - an ideal match
for a space meant to wel-
come neighbors, families,
and visitors into the spirit of
fellowship.

The bar program
is being developed by Past
Grand John Jones, who is
crafting a concept that bal-
ances approachability with
character. His plan empha-
sizes local identity, historic
charm, and a sense of place
that reflects both the build-
ing’s 1883 origins and the
Lodge’s modern energy.

Together, Palmer
and Jones are shaping a
venue that will serve as a
social anchor for Union Av-
enue and a revenue engine
for the Lodge.

Upstairs, the second
floor will be transformed
into a dedicated Lodge Hall,
finally giving Pueblo 8 a
permanent ceremonial and
meeting space worthy of its
history.

The hall will also
serve as the home for:

* Fremont Lodge #96

» Shalom Rebekahs #7

* Pueblo Encampment #1
» The Steel Bear Nobles

The purchase of
224 South Union Avenue
is more than a real estate
transaction—it is a declara-
tion of identity and intention.
Pueblo Lodge No. 8 is plant-
ing its flag in the heart of the
city, committing to a future
of service, visibility, and
community engagement.

It will be a place
where members gather, the
public is welcomed, and
where the values of Odd
Fellowship are lived out in
daily practice.
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INDEPENDENT ORDER OF

(DD FELLOWS

y:

Tanya Wolf,
Rebekah VG
i\ and IOOF
Supporter

The rituals of a
Odd Fellows and Rebekah
Lodge are more than just
scripts to be read from a
"little red or green book";
they are the foundation-
al blueprints for a life of
purpose. To be viewed with
the respect we desire in the
Pueblo community we must
first master the lessons
within our own walls and
then project them outward
through visible, consistent
action.

Understanding the Ritual
as a Tool for Growth

Ritual is the "heart-
beat" of our Order. When
we conduct our ceremonies
with precision and solem-
nity, we are not merely
performing; we are reinforc-
ing the values of Friendship,
Love, and Truth. Every sym-
bol—from the Beehive’s les-
son on cooperative industry
to the Dove’s message of
peace—serves as a moral
compass.

Educating our-
selves on these rituals
ensures that new members
find value in our meetings.
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ey RItUAI and Why It Matters
' and How We Gan Grow
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¥ THE SOVEREIGN GRAND LODGE
SINCE 1819

If we simply "sit around in
a closed room" to discuss
building repairs, we lose
the opportunity to inspire.
Instead, let us treat every
meeting as a chance to
practice the Odd Fellows
or Rebekah Creed, ensur-
ing that our "Golden Rule"
philosophy is evident in how
we treat one another.

Building Respect Throu]qh
Visible Service in Pueb

Respect in Pueblo
is earned by being a "work-
ing" organization, not just a
"meeting" one. To improve
our community standing, we
must transition from a "se-
cret" society to a visibleser-
vice force. Our neighbors
should associate the Three
Links with tangible help.
Consider these paths to a
more respectable public
image:

* 1 Adopt a Local Space:
Partner with Pueblo Parks
and Recreation to "Adopt
a Park" or a streetscape.

Seeing Rebekahs in brand-
ed shirts cleaning up a local
trail makes our mission
undeniable.

* 2 Support Established
Local Needs:Coordinate
monthly donations for the
Pueblo Community Soup
Kitchen

* 3 Modernize Our Pres-
ence: If our lodge building
has "peeling paint or a shab
by exterior," it tells the
community we are fading.

A well-maintained hall and

a friendly, open-door policy
for community inquiries go a
long way in building trust.

By mastering our
ritual internally, we build
the character necessary
to serve externally. When
we unite these two—ritual
excellence and community
presence—the Rebekahs
will once again be seen as
a pillar of the Pueblo com-
munity.

_ 2026 GRAND MASTER SCHEDULED WISIT

GRAND MASTER CASSIE CONGER

£ SATURDAY, JUNE 6, 10AM

The Lodge Lantern

The Mighty Voice of Pueblo #8

oddfellowspueblo.com



Page 3

: Lodye Brother Enters the

Brother Slade Reardon Prepares fo Heat Up the
Pueb/o Ice Arena on Saturday, March 21

by:

John Jones
Editor in Chief
Past Grand
Pueblo 8

Third Degree Broth-
er Slade Reardon has been
fighting most of his life—
long before the bright lights
of the Pueblo Ice Arena,
long before the promo cam-
eras, long before the roar
of a hometown crowd. His
journey started at just nine
years old, when his par-
ents signed him up for tae
kwon do to keep him active.
What they didn’t know then
was that they were lighting
a fuse. Slade didn’t just
enjoy martial arts—he fell
in love with it, and he never
stopped.

That early discipline
shaped everything that
came after. Today, Slade’s
style is a true mixed martial
art—rooted in tae kwon do,
sharpened by Muay Thai,
and constantly evolving as
he experiments with what-
ever techniques feel right
in his hands and feet. Even
though this upcoming bout
is a kickboxing match, he
carries the full weight of his
lifelong training into every
strike.

His home base is
On Point Striking, tucked in-
side the Beach Fitness Club
at 521 Chinook Ln, Pueb-
lo, CO. It's a place where
sweat hits the mats daily,
where sparring rounds at

6:30 p.m. turn into lessons,
and where teammates push
each other harder than they
ever thought possible. Slade
credits them as much as his
own discipline.

Training for this fight
hasn’t been easy. It's been
a grind—wind sprints with
ankle weights, fast-paced
bag work, endless cardio
sessions designed to break
limits and rebuild lungs.

And now, the time
is here.

On Saturday, March
21st, at the Pueblo Ice
Arena, Brother Reardon
steps into the professional
ring—representing not just
himself, not just his gym,
but the brotherhood of IOOF
Pueblo Lodge #8. His story
is written in sweat: a Pueblo
fighter rising from years of
discipline, community, and
grit.

Tickets are avail-
able through Spartase.com,
both in-person and PPV.
Support Slade directly by
using code REARDON at
checkout - every purchase
with that code helps fuel his
journey.

This fight isn’t just
a match. It's a milestone. A
hometown kid who start-
ed throwing kicks at nine
years old now steps into
the professional arena with
Pueblo behind him, his
lodge beside him, and his
gym in his corner. Brother
Slade Reardon is ready.
And Pueblo is ready for him.
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SAT| MARCH 21|2026

DOORS @5pm LIVE AT THE PUEBLO ICE ARENA | PUEBLO ,CO

Delivery & Catering

Available

HEAVENLY
SOUL PLATES

Soulful Flavors. Heavenly Taste.

* BBQ Ribs

* Mac N Cheese

e Corn Bread

* BBQ Baked Chicken

* Fried Cabbage w/ Bacon
* Banana Pudding

Anthony Palmer Jr.

Owner & Chef

719.551.2963

heavenlysoulplates@gmail.com

Serving Colorado Springs,
Pueblo and Surrounding Areas
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PSE: Pueblo ELECTED OFFICERS
=~ Contact Information

Anthony M Palmer Jr. - 5581 Eagle Feather Lane, Pueblo, CO, 81004  719-551-2963

Vice Grand
Cass Lee Rupp - 798 S Dante Dr,, Pueblo West, CO , 81007 719-404-6075
Recording Secretary
Jonathan Wessel - 798 S Dante Dr,, Pueblo West, CO , 81007 719-404-6158
Financial Secretary
John M Jones - 420 West 14th Street, Pueblo, CO , 81003 580-222-9503
Treasurer
Dannette Christensen - Information Private —Information Private
| | ’ ’ | }
X Pushin’ Donut’s from the Odd Fellows Kitchen £33
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Grand Master: Cassie Conger (116) 1650 E. 3rd Delta, Co 81416

Deputy Grand Master: Jim Colpo (9) 3105 19th St. Boulder, CO 80304

Grand Warden: John Jones (8) 420 West 14th St. Pueblo, CO 81003

Grand Secretary: Chad Parker (38) 1545 Phelps Ave. Canon City, CO 81212

Grand Treasurer: Robert Hamby (7) 1545 Phelps Ave, Canon City, CO 81212

Jr. PGM: Lewis Brightheart Headrick (36) 4011 Burr Oak Dr. Loveland, CO 80538
SGL Rep(2026-2027) William Goetsch PGM(16) 124 E. 5th St. Leadville, CO 80461
Grand Marshal: Terry Dalpiaz PGM (116) 856 1600 Rd Delta, CO 81416

Grand Conductor: Bill Redd (116) 190 SW 13th Ave Delta, CO 81413

Grand Chaplain: Ken Leonard (98) 870 Zona St. Canon City, CO 81212

Grand Guardian: Toni Conger (116) 337 1st St. Olathe, CO 81425

Grand Herald: Matt Hartley (116) 1108 County Rd 220 Durango, CO 81303

Grand U.S. Color Bearer: William Goetsch PGM(16) 124 E. 5th St. Leadville, CO 80461
Grand Canadian Color Bearer: Grant Hogarth (29) 213 Gay St. Longmont, CO 80501
Grand CO Color Bearer: Ted Biderman (9) 1922 Tyler Rd. Boulder, CO 80304
Grand IOOF Color Bearer: Chip Grandits (9) 4725 N 26th Boulder, CO 80301
Parliamentarian: Glen Conger PGM (116) 14238 Deer Run Rd. Delta, CO 81416

Grand Musician: Jerry Horton (98) 2116 Settlers Dr. Pueblo, CO 81008
Grand Soloist: Faith Benefiel-Schutt (36) 8121 Hallett Ct. Ft. Collins, CO 80528
Sound Technician: Jerry Horton (98) 2116 Settlers Dr. Pueblo, CO 81008

Goodwill Ambassador:

Advisor to Grand Master: Joyce Conger PGM (116) 14238 Deer Run Rd. Delta, CO 81416

Officers at Large: Dottie Brenner (2) 6638 Vivian Arvada, CO 80004
Grand Lodge Trustees:
President: Jay Fernandez (29) 3190 Endicott Dr. Boulder, CO 80305
Vice President: Glen Conger PGM (116) 14238 Deer Run Rd. Delta, CO 81416
Member: Terry Dalpiaz PGM (116) 856 1600 Rd Delta, CO 81416
Member: Lou Brenner PGM (1) 6638 Vivian Arvada, CO 80004
Member: Chip Grandits (9) 4725 N 26th Boulder, CO 80301
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GRAND LODGE OFFICERS
Contact Information

(970) 209-2514
(303) 444-0111
(580) 222-9503
(719) 275-1606
(719) 275-1606
(970) 391-7220
(713) 448-0475
(970) 216-0174
(720) 495-3473
(719) 431-2647
(970) 258-4921
(970) 946-8662
(713) 448-0475
(801) 815-8353
(303) 618-9407
(720) 412-5472
(970) 216-3080
(719) 371-2083
(970) 529-3275
(719) 371-2083

(970) 216-7350
(303) 421-6462

(303) 772-8900
(970) 216-3080
(970) 216-0174
(303) 421-6462
(720) 412-5472
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\ s Salome 7 Meetings
IIPGOMING MEETING DATES

PUEBLO 8

FREMONT 98

SALOME 7

Mar 7 « 10am * Lodge Meeting
Mar 17 « 6pm « Lodge Meeting
Apr 4 « 11am * Lodge Meeting
Apr 21 « 6pm * Lodge Meeting
May 2 « 11am « Lodge Meeting
May 19 » 6pm * Lodge Meeting
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PUEBLO
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To Be Determined

INDEPENDENT ORDER OF

QDD FELLOWS
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Mar 7 « 10am * Lodge Meeting
Mar 17 « 4:30pm « Lodge Meeting
Apr 4 - 10am * Lodge Meeting
Apr 21 « 4:30pm * Lodge Meeting
May 2 » 10am * Lodge Meeting
May 19 ¢ 4:30pm * Lodge Meeting

Duﬁo

Convention Center—

GRAND MASTER CASSIE CONGER

SATURDAY, JUNE 6, 10AM 18

m[m
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