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From the President’s Desk
Christine Hunt
We briefly discussed our Guild’s rental equipment at our February meeting, so I thought it would be timely to
remind everyone that one of our member benefits is the guild owned equipment available for rental at the rate
of $15 per month. If you have thought about taking a guild workshop or experimenting with spinning or weaving,
our rental inventory offers a way for you to get started affordably before deciding to invest in your own
equipment. Currently we have a Louet S10 spinning wheel, an Ashford Traditional spinning wheel and a drum
carder available for rental. We are considering the possible purchase of a loom to rent out to members and are
hoping to find one that is straightforward for a weaver unfamiliar with it to warp and operate. We welcome your
suggestions about the types of equipment you would like to see the guild offer for rental. Let me know your
thoughts about this at our March guild meeting. I can also help you with inquiries about rental equipment.
If you are thinking about acquiring a spinning wheel, loom or drum carder of your own, here are some thoughts
about how to find one. There are so many kinds of equipment that it is good to figure out what features you
prefer before you make a purchase. Ask other guild members what types of equipment they prefer and why.
The searchable Ravelry.com forums are a good source of equipment reviews and there are many videos online
that demonstrate how different brands of spinning wheels, looms and drum carders operate. Our local yarn
stores, the Fiber Factory in Mesa and Tempe Yarn and Fiber in Tempe, offer classes on how to spin and weave.
Students in their classes have the opportunity to try different models of equipment before they buy. Your
purchase of new equipment from one of these shops helps support a local business, links you to a supportive
community of local users and gives you easy access to education and technical support if any issues arise.
Here in Arizona we are fortunate to have access to a lot of used equipment, with so many retirees who are active
spinners and weavers. Used equipment can be found easily as people downsize their homes or upgrade their
equipment. If you are a beginning spinner or weaver, proceed with caution before purchasing a used loom or
spinning wheel and enlist the support of an experienced fiber artist to help you evaluate the equipment in
person. Many of us have had the experience of non-spinning friends excitedly telling us about a used spinning
wheel for sale at a local antique store or thrift store, only to discover that it is missing essential parts. While
some parts are easy to obtain from manufacturers, other parts such as flyers and bobbins may need to be custom
made by an experienced woodworker at significant cost. There are many used spinning wheels out there that
have been converted to display house plants and will never be suitable for actual spinning. The same goes for
looms, with broken, warped missing or rusted parts that may or may not be replaceable. Get help to evaluate
these pieces before you buy.
Our guild occasionally receives equipment donations which are raffled or auctioned at reasonable prices to raise
funds for guild operating expenses. We have given these the once-over and can explain to buyers what if any
repairs may be needed. The Arizona Federation of Weavers and Spinners Guilds (azfed.org) has an email forum
which offers equipment for sale by members in other Arizona guilds. Facebook has two groups with frequent
listings for used spinning and weaving equipment – Arizona Fiber Related Resources for Sale and All Fiber
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From the President’s Desk
Christine Hunt
Continued

Equipment for Sale. Many Ravelry forums also have listings for used equipment. Proceed with caution if
considering a purchase of any item you cannot see in person and evaluate with an experienced spinner or weaver
at your side.
Hopefully these ideas can help you get off to a successful start on your weaving or spinning
journey.

March Program
Gary
Terlisner
Julie Cattaneo
Baskets
Mar 7 - Gary Terlisner will be presenting his connection with baskets, how he first got
interested, ideas, various classes that he has attended, along with a discussion of the
different materials used.

MEMBERSHIP
Trish Boone
adwsg.membership@gmail.com
What a great February meeting we had! 10 visitors came by to check out the guild, and of those, 5 people joined
our Guild!
Welcome new members!
Mary Giger
Sharon Mensing
Mary Rooney
Mandie Shoemaker and
Kim Steckler
And welcome returning member, Nancy Cerveny! We now have 107 Guild members!
The Guild communicates with its members primarily through email so please be sure to keep your contact
information updated! Updates can be sent to Trish Boone, adwsg.membership@gmail.com
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DEMONSTRATIONS/PUBLICITY
Sara Jenkins
adwsg.demonstrations@gmail.com
Congratulations! The year is half over and we have over 166 hours turned in for demonstrations! Kudos to Mel
Cameron, Diane Hanneman, Gaye Cochran, Elaine Rowles, Val Hilburgh, Deanna Ikeya, Tracy Adams, Jill Solberg,
Peggi Hollen, and Sara Jenkins for time well spent!
Upcoming Demonstrations:
Glendale Folk & Heritage Festival
Join the festivities at the Glendale Folk and Heritage Festival. There will be lots of activities, good food and
music. The dates are Saturday, February 29 and Sunday, March 1.
Maricopa County Fair
Don't Miss the 2020 Maricopa County Fair from April 15-19, 2020. Home arts, agriculture and livestock are a big
part of the fair’s history and tradition.
A signup sheet will be at the meeting for the Maricopa County Fair or contact Sara Jenkins
adwsg.demonstrations@gmail.com for additional information.
February Demonstration booth at the Sewing & Craft Festival

3

The Mother of All

SECRET VALENTINE EXCHANGE
Caroline Wise
Secret Valentine 2020 - A Great Success!
This year's Valentine's gift exchange was another great success in my book! I walked away with a
beautiful handwoven bookmark with the letters "ADWSG" - thank you Sue! It looked like
everyone was happy with their gifts and what lovely items there were. I saw several knitted
items, an amazing pillow, a bracelet and more. I'll give you all a break for now - but let me know
if you want to do it again - I'll plan on making something extra just in case.

Arizona State Fair 2020 - Coming This Fall!
Caroline Wise
The AZ State Fair occurs every year in October. You can find scary rides and bad-for-you food
vendors, but there are also barns with livestock and numerous contests in various classes of
home arts and other disciplines, including spinning, weaving, knitting, crochet, sewing,
lacemaking and so on. It is sad to see that less and less of our guild members participate in these
contests. Of course, there is no great "pay-off" to this - no big money prizes are involved (I think
at some point it was $5 for a blue ribbon), although our guild awards gift certificates for best
woven item and best handspun yarn. But even so, these contests keep traditions alive and every
year the many handcrafted items make a lovely exhibit which is admired by State Fair visitors.
So why don't you consider putting an item into the State Fair this year? The rules are that your
item has to be made by you within the last two years and the days for drop-off are usually
towards the end of September. Usually the guild forgets to mention the State Fair so many folks
are gone over Summer and thus don't think about participating. This is why I thought I'd bring
up the Fair earlier in the year so people who may be interested can ask questions and get more
information as needed and as it becomes available.

This could be you with ribbons to
share ! !
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NEWS FROM THE GUILD LIBRARY
Beki Welsch
adwsg.librarian@gmail.com
I purchased two new books for the library this month. I got the new Tom Knisely book Huck Lace Weaving
Patterns with Color and Weave Effects and Deborah Silver’s book The Technique of Split-Shed Weaving. Tom
Knisely is a nationally known weaver, teacher and author and his books are very informative. Our library has
many of his titles. Deborah Silver gave a split-shed weaving workshop last year through Telaraña.
As a reminder, the Guild library is available to all members and is open at the monthly meetings. Simply pick the
titles you want, write your name and phone number plus the month and year on the card and put the card in
the plastic box. You may keep the book until the following Guild meeting. We have an extensive collection of
weaving, spinning, dyeing, and other fiber art related books, magazines and videos. The catalog is available
through the Library tab of our website adwsg.org.

SECRETARY
Mel Cameron
adwsg.secretary@gmail.com
At February’s board meeting, discussions were held surrounding the December fund raiser and how to make the
event smoother, from storage to basket making to the event itself. On the more mundane side of things, the
current Bylaws were discussed as they are out of date, and additional information is needed to determine the
best way to proceed.
Board Positions
Ever wonder what each board position is responsible for, and what positions there are? Each month let’s look
at a different position. And let’s start at the top......President.
It sounds daunting......like an all-powerful position that decides all and does all. But that’s not reality. At
ADWSG, the President is more like a coordinator, a moderator who runs the monthly member and board
meetings. The scariest part may be speaking in front of the members every month, and the hardest may be
writing for the MOA newsletter each month. The easiest would be compiling an agenda from the meeting
minutes open items, other board members, and the annual calendar of what is done when. Having board
members who have served as long as some of ours have, it makes the president’s job very easy, according to
both Christine and Caroline. In general, being president is a 35-50 hour commitment.... yes, that’s for the entire
year!
Our president is a very important position, for without one, our organization cannot exist.
The president’s position is open this year, with the term being one year, running from May to May. We are
fortunate to have several past presidents still serving on the board in different capacities, available to help and
guide the board in the year to come.
Serving on the board, even for a single term, is an easy way to give back to the organization, which gives so much
to each of us. If you are interested in this, or any position, both formal or informal, on the board, please contact
any board member via email or at the March meeting.
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75th ANNIVERSARY
Claudia Cocco
adwsg.anniversary@gmail.com

2023 - 75 YEARS OF DESERT WEAVERS!
Call for Pictures of Your Fiber Art
Hello Fellow Fiber Artists!
The time has come to submit your fiber pictures! State Fair ribbons for your fiber work
(spinning, knitting, crochet, weaving, surface design, tapestry, etc.); items that you’ve
created that you are proud to show and share. Caroline Wise is creating a 75th Anniversary web page which
will have a section to serves as an online archive/repository of examples of what our guild has done and can
do, to inspire and encourage fellow guild members of all levels of expertise. It will also serve as an inspiration
for future guild members and help support our mission to promote interest in and skill in weaving and
spinning.
Submit your JPEG photo with the following information to Caroline Wise at adwsg.webmaster@gmail.com:
1. Your name
2. The year the item was created
3. A short description of the item
4. The fiber content of the item
Any questions, or if you have any ideas to share, please contact Claudia Cocco
at adwsg.anniversary@gmail.com.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

SHEEP SHEARING DAY AT THE DOZER’S
April 18, 2020
It is that time of year again! we are preparing for our annual Shearing and Pot Luck Day ! We are planning on
Saturday April 18th starting around 8:30 am and finishing with a pot luck. Sheering will take place in the pasture.
Please RSVP to Jody Dozer at jody@doxerlane.com or 602-674-9450. All are welcome. Lots of fun.These are a
few photos from last years Shearing event.
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WORKSHOPS
Ruth Greenspan
adwsg.workshops@gmail.com

Upcoming Workshop
The Guild has one upcoming workshop. Details and registration information are on
our website: ADWSG.org/workshops .
On March 14-15, 2020 Sarah Saulson (SarahSaulson.com) will be teaching a twoday warp painting workshop. In this workshop the warp is painted after the loom is
dressed. The class project will be a scarf.
For some practical details about the warp painting workshop as well as some
excellent photos, see this blogpost by a participant in one of Sarah’s classes : Warp
Painting Report – Jane Patrick
If you have any questions please contact Ruth Greenspan at
adwsg.workshops@gmail.com.

Our February Workshop was a Grand Success ! !
On February 9, 2020, Arizona Federation of Weavers and Spinners
Guilds Traveling Teacher Patti Barker taught a one-day felting class for
ADWSG called Stained Glass Shawl. The class project was a mosaic
nuno felted shawl. Be sure to stick around for the show and share portion
of the March 7 guild meeting!
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PRIMITIVE AND NARROW BAND WEAVING GROUP
Deanna Ikeya
adwsg.backstrap@gmail.com
The Guild has a brand-new study group - - It has previously been known as the Backstrap Group.
They are meeting to refresh their knowledge and skills in backstrap, tablet, and inkle weaving. If you
have taken previous classes in these techniques and would like to practice and explore these, please
join us! We are currently working on 2-color warping and 4-revolution bands on backstrap looms.We
meet the 3rd Sunday of the month, 9:30am - 1pm in the Northtown "library room". Group Chair Deanna Ikeya adwsg.backstrap@gmail.com Due to conflicts with weaving workshops in
February and March this year, we will meet one week later than usual - Sunday Feb. 23rd,
and Sunday, March 22nd at 9:30.
WONDERFUL WEAVERS STUDY GROUP
Ann Ormiston
adwsg.weavinggroup@gmail.com
We meet the 3rd Sunday of the month, 1:30 pm – 3:30 pm in the Northtown “library room”. We have recently
started a study through Madelyn van der Hoogt’s book “The Complete Book of Drafting for Handweavers”.
Come join us to improve your weaving knowledge and skills. We have an energetic group and we’re learning
from each other. PLEASE NOTE: Due to conflicts with weaving workshops in February and March this
year, we will meet one week later than usual - Sunday Feb. 23rd, and Sunday, March 22nd at 1:30

EXPLORING FIBER ART STUDY GROUP
Maria Conti
adwsg.textilegroup@gmail.com
“Exploring Fiber Art Study Group” the theme is Reduce, Reuse, Repurpose. Projects need to be done
for the show and tell for our May 2020 meeting. I would also like an RSVP if people will be staying after
our March meeting, e-mail would be best adwsg.textilegroup@gmail.com .
SPINNING/FIBER GROUP
Paula Rudnick
adwsg.fibergroup@gmail.com
Our next meeting is March 18th.
ATTENTION ALL SPINNERS:
The Spinning Bee will be hosted this year by the Sun City Artistic Weavers and Fiber Artists spinners on
Saturday, February 29, 2020, 9:00 am 3:00 pm.
It will be held at the Oakmont Recreation Center Auditorium, 10725 W. Oakmont Drive, Sun City. (Turn
south off Grand Avenue – US Route 60 – onto 107th Avenue. Oakmont Center is one block on the right
side.)
Lunch will be provided. Coffee, tea, and water will be furnished.
Please RSVP to czshirley77@gmail.com, or text 217-725-3713.
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OFFICERS FOR 2019-2020
President

Christine Hunt

adwsg.president@gmail.com

Vice President Programs
Vice President Workshops
Workshop Assistant

Mary Humme
Ruth Greenspan
Deanna Ikeya

adwsg.programs@gmail.com
adwsg.workshops@gmail.com

Treasurer

Sue Carneal

adwsg.treasurer@gmail.com

Secretary

Mel Cameron

adwsg.secretary@gmail.com

COMMITTEE CHAIRS FOR 2019-2020

ommittee Chairs 2018-2019
Demonstrations/Publicity
Sara Jenkins
Federation Representative
Paula Rudnick
Historian
Lisa Takata
Hospitality
Peggi Hollen
Hospitality
Jill Solberg
Interest Groups
Exploring Fiber Arts Group
Mary Conti
Primitive and Narrow Band
Weaving Group
Deanna Ikeya
Spinning/Fiber Group
Paula Rudnick
Wonderful Weavers
Ann Ormiston
Librarian
Beki Welsch
Membership
Trish Boone
Membership Assistant
Elaine Rowles
Newsletter Editor
Ann Ormiston
TH
75 Anniversary
Claudia Cocco
Ways & Means
La Vila Churruca
Web Site
Caroline Wise

adwsg.demonstrations@gmail.com
adwsg.federation@gmail.com
adwsg.historian@gmail.com
adwsg.hospitality@gmail.com
adwsg.textilegroup@gmail.com
adwsg.backstrap@gmail.com

adwsg.fibergroup@gmail.com
adwsg.weavinggroup@gmail.com
adwsg.librarian@gmail.com
adwsg.membership@gmail.com
adwsg.editor@gmail.com
adwsg.anniversary@gmail.com

adwsg.waysandmeans@gmail.com
adwsg.webmaster@gmail.com

Next Meeting: Saturday March 7, 2020
2202 E. Waltann Lane Phoenix
Doors open at 9 am, Meeting starts at 10 am

MEMBERS WITH LAST NAMES STARTING WITH A-M
BRING REFRESHMENTS
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MOA Submission
Deadline
The 15th of each
month September
through May
adwsg.editor@gm
ail.com

INTEREST GROUPS
Meet at Northtown Community Center
2202 E. Waltann Lane
Phoenix, AZ

EXPLORING FIBER ARTS GROUP
Previously known as Tapestry and Beyond. Meets after the monthly
general ADWSG meeting. Everyone is invited to come and enjoy 2
hours, working on your favorite fiber art. Bring your
lunch/beverage. Our goal is to learn something new, get help
finishing an old project or just explore a new activity. It can be
spinning, all types of weaving, beading, knitting, crochet,
embroidery, hand sewing, reverse appliqué, macramé, basketry,
etc.…The sky is the limit. For more information, contact Mary Conti
at adwsg.textilegroup@gmail.com. I am looking forward to
seeing all the new projects you are working on! All are Welcome!

PRIMITIVE AND NARROW BAND WEAVING GROUP
We are meeting to refresh our knowledge and skills in backstrap,
tablet, and inkle weaving. If you have taken previous classes in
these techniques and would like to practice and explore these,
please join us! We are currently working on 2-color warping and
4-revolution bands on backstrap looms.
We meet the 3rd Sunday of the month, 9:30am - 1pm in the
Northtown "library room". Group Chair - Deanna Ikeya
adwsg.backstrap@gmail.com. Due to conflicts with weaving
workshops in March this year, we will meet one week
later than usual - Sunday, March 22nd at 1:30 pm

SPINNING/FIBER GROUP
Meets the Third Wed of each month (all year long). Bring your
spinning wheels or any project you are working on, i.e.
spinning, knitting, weaving, sewing, whatever. We talk about
new ideas or problems. It is an informal group. Doors open at
9am, we have to a little meeting at 10am. At noon we break for
lunch, after we continue informally until 2 pm. Come and join
our group. The group chair is Paula Rudnick
adwsg.fibergroup@gmail.com .
WONDERFUL WEAVERS STUDY GROUP
Meets the Third Sunday of each month, all year long. We meet from
1:30 pm to 3:30 pm at Northtown Community Center in the “library
room”. We discuss Hand Weaving structures, ideas, problems and
solutions and our Group weaving project. Bring your show and
tell. Come and join our group. The group chair is Ann Ormiston
adwsg.weavinggroup@gmail.com Due to conflicts with
weaving workshops in March this year, we will meet one
The
Mother
of All March 22nd at 1:30 pm
week10
later than
usual
- Sunday,

ADWSG WEBSITE
http://www.adwsg.org
Follow us on
FACEBOOK
Join Us for Our Monthly Meetings:
10 am
Northtown Community Center 2202 E.
Waltann Lane,
Phoenix, AZ
Doors Open at 9 am
Come Early and Mingle!
MARK YOUR CALENDARS
March 7, 2020
April 4, 2020
May 2, 2020
October 3, 2020
November 7, 2020
December 5, 2020
January 2, 2021
February 6, 2021
March 6, 2021
April 3, 2021
May 1, 2021
BRING YOUR OWN CUP
Thank you for bringing your reusable cups, mugs
and utensils to the meetings. Let’s take care of
Our Earth

What's Mercerized Cotton?
Susannah Day and Eugene Textile Center
Mercerization is a process developed by John Mercer (see below!) in the mid 1800s. By soaking the cotton yarn
or cloth in caustic soda (lye), the cotton fibers swell, becoming round rather than flat. The hollow space that is
created can then accept dye or other liquids more easily. If the mercerized cotton is stretched during this
process, the fibers become straight and smooth, creating a beautiful shine.

Happy Birthday John Mercer!
John Mercer was born on February 21st, 1791 in the countryside of Lancashire, England
to a family of farmers. When John was nine, an epidemic struck the district and his
father and sister died. John and his remaining family moved in with his maternal
grandmother who lived in a neighboring village where he got a job as a bobbin winder
at a weaving factory.
When he was a bit older, he moved on to become a weaver, although he didn't
particularly enjoy it. He was taught to read and do sums by the factory's pattern
designer and taught himself after that through reading books.
It wasn't until John was 16 that he discovered what would become his life's passion.
When he was home visiting his mother, his little brother was wearing the BRIGHTEST
orange suit and John became "all on fire to learn dyeing." He couldn't find any books
on the subject, so he went to the local druggist who sold to the local dyers and bought
a 3-penny pack of each dye material they sold. He experimented until he discovered how to create the more
common colors and decided to try going into business as a dyer. That endeavor didn't last too long before the
Oakenshaw Print Works offered him an apprenticeship in their dye-shop. He accepted but was disappointed
when he was only given jobs of manual labor. When he was 19 was released from his apprenticeship and went
back to weaving. He did some dyeing on the side until one fortuitous day he happened to stop at a used book
stall and saw an introductory book on chemistry. He purchased it and applied what he learned to his dyeing
experiments.
After producing a new orange dye (perhaps this was his favorite color?), he was suddenly sought after as a dyer.
The Oakenshaw Print-Works re-hired him, now as their dye chemist rather than an apprentice. He spent the
next 40 years there developing dyes and discharges for calico cotton.
In 1844, John was running some chemical experiment where he was filtering various substances through many
layers of fine cotton. After coming back to his lab in the morning, he discovered that his solution of caustic soda
had transformed his cotton filter, making it thicker and in the center where the solution had sat the longest, it
was translucent. He called it "fulled cotton" and set it on a back shelf as an interesting effect. When he retired,
he pulled out some of his old experiments and discovered that cotton (or other cellulose fibers) undergo a
strange transformation when exposed to a strong alkali solution. He worked out the details and found that he
could make cotton cloth stronger, thicker, and that it would take up dye or other liquids more readily. The
downside was that the cloth would also shrink considerably. So, although his experiments were interesting to
cloth printers, they could not afford to lose as much yardage in their cloth that resulted from the process and
mercerization did not become popular until 1890 when Horace Lowe discovered that stretching the material or
yarn while it dried created a beautiful shine and the luster we usually associate with mercerized cotton today.

Want to read more? See John Mercer's Biography free online

11

The Mother of All

EVENT CALENDAR
Northern Colorado Weavers Guild

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
• Feb 29 – June 21, 2020 Phoenix Art Museum India Fashion’s Muse Ellman Fashion Design Gallery
and Harnett Gallery

•
•
•
•
•
•

March 7, 2020 Education Grant Applications Due
March 14-15 2020 Painted Warp Workshop, sponsored by ADWSG
Through April 5, 2020 Heard Museum David Hockney’s Yosemite and Master of California Basketry
May 15-18 2020, The Adobe Palace’s First Annual Carrizozo Fiber Festival, Carrizozo, NM
AUGUST 2020 - TIME TO GET YOUR ARIZONA STATE FAIR ENTRIES ORGANIZED ! ! !
Sept 19, 2020 – Jan 31, 2021 - Phoenix Art Museum - Ann Morton: A Violet Protest
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THE FIBER FACTORY
The Southwest’s Most Complete Yarn Shop Yarn, accessories, equipment &
classes for:
Knitting, Weaving, Spinning, Crochet,Tatting, Basketry, Bobbin Lace, & Navajo weaving.
216 W. Main St, Mesa, AZ 85201
480.969.4346 Out of area: 888.969.9276 yarn@fiberfactory.com
Visit our website: www.fiberfactory.com

Larrys Fiber
Tools
Handcrafted of the finest Wood:
Hand Spindles, Niddy Noddys,
Nostepinnes and more –
larrysfibertools@gmail.com
larrysfibertools.etsy.com

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Check out these very interesting topics posted to our Facebook page
Arizona Desert Weavers and Spinners Guild
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Native Plants for Textiles: 3 Bast Fibers to Know Beyond Hemp and Flax - Fibershed
Made to last: More than 100 years old, Canadian wool company thrives
The Wartime Spies Who Used Knitting as an Espionage Tool
History made as women’s shearing team set new world record
Yarn grown from human skin cells could be knitted into your body
Drop spindles? Part 1 – what are they? Where does the term come from?
Texas Wool Mills Hand On to A Tradition
Indigo: Still Learning, and at last . . . . Indigo Fermentation
Sampling with Deflected Double Weave - - and Loving It!
Painted warp: How to weave painted warps into dazzling handwoven cloth
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c/o Ann Ormiston
PO Box 1037
Waddell, AZ 85355

FIRST CLASS
14

The Mother of All

