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One of the challenges facing investing and retirement  is the use of average
returns vs the actual experience.

Average return is the easy part it’s simple math. Actual return is the money part.
The chart below illustrates the difference between average and actual returns. The
returns chosen were extreme to illustrate the differences. The key take away from
this should be that the average return can hide the bad numbers. Whereas the
actual return would give you the money experience. Imagine being told the
average return for your account is 25%, yet when you look at your statement it is
0%.

Sequence of returns simply means the order in which your portfolio experiences
the returns. In the accumulation years, the sequence of returns does not matter as
there is no money being drawn from the account. Where sequence of returns
plays a critical role is when you start to draw your money for retirement.

Now that we’ve looked at the average and actual returns, let’s extend the argument
to a case study and the sequence of returns.
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The figure below is taken from a client case study. In this situation the client
wanted a retirement account of $1MM from which they could draw 4% indexed for
inflation starting at age 65. These market returns are for the 20-year period 1997-
2017 for the S&P 500.
 
What you want to see in this figure is that on the left-hand side of the chart the
first three years from the account were positive. On the left-hand side of the
account, all that was done was those first three positive years were shifted the end
of the return cycle and the following three negative years were brought forward.
The result was in either case the account achieved the $1MM balance at the end of
age 64 regardless in which sequence the returns were received.
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Now, let’s look and see what happens when you need to draw money from the
account. Same return sequence as the previous figure, the difference is that there
is a 4% withdrawal indexed at 3% to keep pace with the cost of living.

The average rate of return for both sides of the accounts is 7.36%. However, the
experience for the client is quite different due to the withdrawals needed.

The account on the left-hand side has a balance of over $1MM at age 84 and the
other account has been depleted by age 82. At age 82 the difference between the
two experiences is $1.15MM. Return Sequence is a real risk, and you need to have a
plan as to how to address it in retirement.
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When reviewing your retirement plans you should keep in mind the return
assumptions made in the plan (average vs actual) as well as the sequence of those
returns.

This is where a financial strategy on how to draw income from which sources
matter. Rather than relying on a simple spread sheet and some input for returns, a
structured income stream may be the solution to keep you sleeping at night.

After looking at how returns can affect your retirement there needs to be serious
consideration as to how to manage it
.
What do you want your financial future to look like? Actually, let’s rephrase the
question and you can finish the sentence with the choices below:

I want my retirement lifestyle to be…

1.Better than it is today.
2.At least as good as today.
3.Worse than it is today.

If you’re like most people, you probably chose #1 or #2, nobody wants to be worse
off.

PMWS offers a no obligation free view of your retirement situation. We call it a
20/20 in 20. This means, together we will answer those 4 retirement questions
outlined to see what your current GPS position is and how far along you are to
your retirement journey.

Unlike our competition, once you have completed to 20/20 in 20 we will not be
constantly calling you to become a client. We will let you decide when you are
ready to come work together. In the meantime, you will have access to our
resources to build your knowledge and confidence when it comes to your
finances. 
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The opinions expressed are those of the author and not necessarily those of Designed Securities (DS).  This material is provided for
general information and the opinions expressed and information provided herein are subject to change without notice. Every effort has
been made to compile this material from reliable sources however no warranty can be made as to its accuracy or completeness.  Before
acting on the information presented, please seek professional f inancial advice based on your personal circumstances. DS is a full-
service investment dealer and a member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund (CIPF) and the Canadian Investment Regulatory
Organization (CIRO). Investment services are provided through PensionizeMe Wealth Services (PMWS), an approved trade name of DS.
Only investment-related products and services are offered through DS/ PensionizeMe Wealth Services and covered by the CIPF.
Insurance related and other financial sThis document is for information purposes only, and should not be considered tax, legal,
f inancial or investment advice.trategies are provided through PensionizeMe Financial Strategies (PMFS) an independent company
separate and distinct from DS. 


