Land Between the
Rivers

Presented to Valdosta-Lowndes County Parks & Recreation Authority

Facilities Committee, 13 March 2019
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74 Acres

at Confluence of the Little River & the Withlacoochee River
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Owned by Same Family for Last Century
Owner wants to see land conserved and in public hands,
but private buyer has offered to purcha
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Adjacent to the VLPRA Troupville Boat Ramp

RECREATION AUTHORITY
4536 Acrss Value 543,350
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Troupville Site

» Lowndes’ first County seat

» Link to local families

* Major access point to
“new” state of Florida

» Lesson in impacts of
changing transportation -
river, stagecoach, rail

» Native heritage - river
named by Muskogean
people

» Last chance to interpret
history on site

Troupville was named after
Governor George Troup when it
was incorporated in 1837.

It was advertised widely
throughout the state for
merchants and mechanics to
settle in the town, in order to
build up the residents and create
a navigable passageway up Little
River and Withlacoochee River.
However, the construction of the
Atlantic and Gulf Railroad ended
the village of Troupville, since
riverboats soon became obsolete.
By 1874, the village soon became
deserted and considered a ghost
town. Marisa Roman, June 24, 2016

Lo n | 3
»
TROUPVILLE, GEORGIA
SEAT OF LOWNDES COUNTY 1833-1860




Troupville

Colorful, if short-lived, community

» #1 of 9 on tour of vanished towns in Georgia, Posted in Georgia June 24, 2016
by Marisa Roman
» “Old Troupville Farewell,” poem by Montgomery M. Folsom, and other items
written under “Down the River” for The Valdosta Times, 1885
» May 1849 Democratic Meeting in Troupville for purposes of selecting delegates
to the gubernatorial convention and candidates for the state legislature
» 1840s murder & trial in Troupville, followed by a hanging (documented fully in
papers of the day, and in legal paper prepared in 1930s for state bar) R RISy O RS Rl
. . . . i
» Perhaps site of Doc Holliday'’s first shooting spree .‘i JACKSOX ROTEL.
rl TROUPVILLE, GEORGIA.
. | TR i s i e
e > generally, . coutinrnes at hi
The Southern-Georgia Watchman.—Tho press of Saras Dacalatiors Sxtendet e Wt sl as e T
the Thomasville Watchman has been removed to - | that no effort on his part. shall he wantiiz. to reuder the
tr . t | utost satisfaction 1o those who may favor him with a call.
Proupville, and the paper has re-appeared under ¢|  His Table will at all times, exhibit the best specizmens
the above title.  We congratulate the people of "'i}“;l"é%;:.’.‘:,‘.'.‘:i.".':?;.“ e, B aies
Lowndes in lm\'ing A4 paper pnbl[sb in their T‘:le. eeslck i - ;ﬂ,':l';":: l:::; e i ::rd the h:::
midst, and wish our frielids, tho Messrs. DeLyon to fim. _ Hie terms are adapted o seic the tioses—very
every happincss and success in their new home. '“"“"“"'ﬁ' MORGAN G.SWAIN.
& o | Troupville, Gn..lan.-l-ﬁ;lc‘ii. 33 5t




The Little & Withlacoochee Rivers

The Rivers =
Recreation

Confluence of the Rivers is headwaters of the Suwannee River

Approximately 1.3 miles of frontage on the Little &
the Withlacoochee rivers

It serves the same gateway function to the Suwannee River as
Springer Mountain does to the Appalachian Trail

Part of the Suwannee River Basin, within which Valdosta is largest
population center, meaning recreational commerce opportunities

Increasingly important part of Georgia’s water trail system

Offers genuinely “wild” experience within a mile of interstate
highway - boating, fishing, hiking, birding, outdoor classrooms

Combined with existing VLPRA land & boat ramp, will be 120+
acre destination park for locals and traveling outdoors enthusiasts

Large enough for both passive and active recreation

This summer, Georgia River Network
(GRN) will celebrate its 15th annual
homegrown canoe, kayak and
paddleboard adventure, the largest of
its kind in the country, by going
where Paddle Georgia has never gone
before—across state lines.

Paddle Georgia 2019 will begin June
15 in Valdosta on the Withlacoochee

River and end June 21 (and 92 miles

downstream) on the Suwannee River
near Mayo, Fla.

Organizers expect more than 300
people to participate.

See garivers.org/paddle-georgia/

Llff_‘e River
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The Little & Withlacoochee Rivers

The Rivers =
Aesthetic & Ecological Value

» Recognized for their natural beauty in the late
1800s and still

> Montgomery M. Folsom’s poem

» Vanishing Georgia Photographs and narrative by
Brian Brown (October 25, 2015)

» Native plants provide habitat for wildlife

» Provides insight into historic landscape settlers
found

» Among the few rivers that flow much as they
always have, i.e. never dammed

» Natural flood plain mitigates downstream impacts
of stormwater

» Varied educational opportunities for all ages &
interests

» Chance for increasingly urban populations to
simply enjoy nature

“DowN THE RIVER! OH, COME AND GO,
WHERE THE SKIMMERING WATERS FLOW,
AND SHADOWY LINES OF TOWERING PINES,
CHECKER THE SUNLIGHT'S GOLDEN GLOW.
DowN THE RIVER, OH, LOVELY LAND!
PEACE STILL REIGNS ON THY PLACID STRAND;
BY EVENTS UNCURSED, PURE AS AT FIRST,
STILL LEAVING MARKS OF GOD’'S OWN HAND!
———————ooo%ooo_—-———

Attributed to M.M. Folsom
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Expand & enhance existing facility
Preserve unique site & resources

Habitat is fragile & under pressure by
trespassers & potential future uses

Offer diverse outdoor activities

Partner with active groups

One-time opportunity
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How?

Possible Partners

LOCAL

vV v VvV Vv Vv VvV YVvYy

City of Valdosta & Lowndes County
Suwannee Riverkeeper / WWALS
Keep Lowndes Beautiful

Lowndes County Historical Society
Boy & Girl Scouts

Valdosta State University groups
Valdosta Heritage Foundation
Southern GA Regional Commission
Local Businesses

Private or Family Foundations

STATE & NATIONAL

vV v Vv YVvyYy

Georgia Dept. of Natural Resources
Georgia Paddlers

Georgia Conservancy
Georgia Historical Society )
The Conservation Fund

* ”~

AN p_'t RS
The Nature Conservancy o

In 2018 Suwannee Riverkeeper & §
Keep Lowndes Beautiful sponsored s
two community cleanups § £oh



How?

Possible State Resources

HISTORIC SITES

» Historic Preservation Fund Grant -
Provides pass-through grant funding to
Certified Local Governments. Eligible
survey and planning activities include
surveys, National Register nominations,
design guidelines, brochures, web site
development, heritage education
materials, workshops/conferences, etc.
Eligible predevelopment projects include
activities such as historic structure
reports, preservation plans, or
architectural drawings and specifications

» Georgia Heritage Grants

» Master Plan for a Historic Site
Guidelines funding

ENVIRONMENTAL

>

Georgia Natural Resources
Foundation - http://onrf.ora/

Georgia Wildlife View Grants
Program - The DNR Wildlife
Resources Division provides small
grants for wildlife viewing projects
that increase awareness and
appreciation of the state’s nongame
wildlife, rare native plants and
natural habitats, with an emphasis
on species and habitats considered a
high priority for conservation in the
State Wildlife Action Plan. Grants
are available for local governments,
non-profit or not-for-profit
organizations, and for-profit
entities.

EPD Water Quality programs

LAND ACQUISITION

Georgia Outdoor Stewardship Act - A
grant program that provides funding to
support parks and trails and provide
stewardship and acquisition of critical
conservation lands. Grant and loan
funds will be available for local
governments, state agencies and
nongovernmental organizations with
conservation mission.

The Georgia Outdoor Stewardship Act
becomes effective July 1, 2019.
Continue to check the website for
more details.


http://gnrf.org/




Possible Next Steps

INVESTIGATE

>
>
>

Visit site
Talk with local partners
Explore state & other partners

PRESERVE the Option to Conserve

>
>
>

Add to City & County plans
Identify capital funding sources

Apply for Georgia Outdoor
Stewardship Trust Fund Grant
(summer 2019)

Place option on land

SECURE the Future

» Purchase land either directly or
through bridge financing, such as
from The Conservation Fund

» Develop long-range plan for
consolidated 120-acre tract with
partners






The Land: Property Details from County Website

E i3 &= Information

Summary
Parcel Number 057002
Location Address
L=gal Description LL32l0 12
{Mote: Mot ta be used on begzl documents )
Class AS-Apricultursd
{Mote: This is for fsx purpases only. Mat to be usad for zoning.}
Tax District 02-Lowndes County (District 02}
Millaz= Rat= 245952
Bcres 7434 p
Homestezd Exsmption Mo [(50) d Flaar
Landlet/District WA
Wiaw Map Chief Appraiser
Silzs Hrakar
[229) 671-2240
Owner
EETWEEN THE RIVERS LLC An
300 MOUNTAIN CREEK TRACE NW frou e
ATLANTA, GA 20322
How ta use the qPublicnet site -
view DemoVideas
Rural Land Search acrass muliiple counties
o — with Guidepost!
Tvp= Description Calculation Method Soil Productivity Bcrag
RUR Waodlands Aursl & 3312
AUR Waodlands Sarzl 7 283
RUR Waodlands Aursl a 2406
AUR Waodlands Sarsl k) 211
Sales
FCalumnsw
Deed Boak / PlatBook.” Sale
SaleDate Paze Paze Price Reason Grantor Grantes
471720179 G572 667 SCA 1456 355000 PARTIALINTEREST TWPRAINEVALDOSTALLLE BETWEEN THERIVERS LLC
FAXE0E 4200205 SCA 1456 S0 ¥XUW Szles Bxtween felstives or Corparsts TAPPWILLLAM R & MONTGOMERY EETWEEN THERIVERS LLCA&TW
Affilia HE FAIME
172272007 4052089 E0 XKLV Szles S=ttling &n Estate TAPEWILLIAM B AS TRUST TAPEWILLIAM R & MONTGOMERY
HELEMN
112601793 1853 0237 (e 50 Mon-Market TAFE WILLIAM R ASTRUST
11726/1992 1030307 30 Mon-Market TAFRF FRAMNCES
&12210 S0 Mon-Market TAPE FRANCESP L
AreaSales Report
Waluation
S Calumns»
iz 7 016 s
Pravious Value 597286 597246 397246 366,042
Land Value 2106771 597246 397246 397246
+  Imarovement Value 30 50 50 30
+  Mce=ssory Value 30 30 30 0

= CurrentValue 106,991 397,256 397,256 397,256




For More Information

www.LandBetweentheRivers.com

Helen Tapp, managing partner
Between the Rivers, LLC

LandBetweentheRiversValdosta@gmail.com
404-909-1089



http://www.landbetweentherivers.com/
mailto:LandBetweentheRiversValdosta@gmail.com

