
             

 

 

 

Can you find the mouse 

watermelons in this picture? 
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Pat ordered an amazingly diverse selection of seeds 

this year.  Now we are seeing—and sampling—

some unusual and delicious crops. 

Sandia de Raton (mouse watermelon in Spanish) 

has been a food staple in Mexico since  

pre-Colombian times.  

The 10’ vines are covered with dozens of tiny fruits 

that look like miniature watermelons and taste like 

crunchy, mildly sour pickles. If you see us working 

in the garden, we will gladly give you one to pop in 

your mouth. Just ask.  

 

Everything (except okra for some sad reason) is 

flourishing now. But we cannot rest on our 

radishes. Soon we will need to start planning for 

late summer planting.  

 

Semper something!  Hope Shafer and Sue Bristow 

The Daufuskie Island Farm has never looked better!   

Our volunteers are incredible, and we cannot thank them 

enough for all they do. 

So much is happening – check us out!! 

 



        

 

   

 

   

When you first drive up to the farm and look 

out you can see the hard work by volunteers 

in evidence! Wildflowers dot the vast 

plantings in the orchard that happened this 

spring. Weeding, dead tree removal, pruning, 

fertilizing, and planting took place along with 

a new irrigation system that has been 

installed. A huge thanks to Martha and John 

Tarrant for spearheading the work this Spring 

and to Tom and Margaret Downey continuing 

the efforts this summer. Here is the list of the 

beautiful offerings contained within our 

magnificent orchard! 

Kiwi vines 

Blueberry bushes 

Pear trees 

Cherry tree 

Peach tree 

Plum trees 

Pomegranate trees 

Jujube trees 

Fig trees 

Clementine trees 

Valencia Orange trees 

Ruby Red Grapefruit trees 

Manzanillo Olive trees 

Apricot trees 

Satsuma Mandarin Orange trees 

Meyer Lemon trees 

Limequat trees 

 

 

 



                                                                 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 

     

Goats, ducks, chickens  

(the egg laying ones), geese and  

Sir Simon are thriving! 6 kids were 

born this spring and some serious 

cuddling with them occurred! 

(Seriously, what is cuter/sweeter 

than a baby goat?). 

 

 

Meet Arnie Willis  

our newest  

farm beekeeper 
We are pleased to announce the 

resumption of active beekeeping at 

the farm.  We are presently adding a 

second hive system which will be 

placed in the orchards.  This is to 

augment the ongoing beehives in the 

garden.  By adding more bees, we 

hope to help stabilize and improve 

the environment.  Also, we look 

forward to regaining our ability to 

make and provide excellent honey.  

As the orchard is growing strong, the 

presence of the bees should provide 

ample growth of the hive and 

maintain the integrity of the orchard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

The Maduri family has taken on the project of raising chickens to be 

processed and available to our members. The first 25 will be processed 

the second week of June.  

The new chicken house will hold up to 200 chickens. 

 

 

 



Blacksmiths create objects from wrought iron or steel by forging the metal 

then using tools to hammer, bend and cut. A blacksmith shop is also known 

as a smithy or a forge. The “black” in blacksmith refers to the black 

firescale (a layer that oxides that form on the surface of the metal while 

heating). The origin of “smith” can be attributed to the Old English word 

“smythe” which means to strike.  

We can’t wait to see the shop in operation! 

 



 

One of Pat’s dreams has been to utilize Aquaponics on the farm. Aquaponics 

is a form of agriculture that combines raising fish in tanks (recirculating 

aquaculture) with soilless plant culture (hydroponics).  In aquaponics, the 

nutrient-rich water from raising fish provides a natural fertilizer for the 

plants and the plants help to purify the water for the fish. Aquaponics is a 

great example of year around, indoor farming. It can be done anywhere, 

providing fresh local food that is free of pesticides, herbicides, and chemical 

fertilizers. What a wonderful addition to our farm! The tilapia tank is now 

filled with our first tilapia fingerlings. 



 


