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🐺 Current Conditions Across Arizona
Arizona predator hunters are entering one of the more interesting times of the year. The annual monsoon has begun bringing scattered rain across much of the state, creating greener desert conditions, increased prey activity, and more nighttime movement by coyotes, foxes, and bobcats.
While daytime temperatures remain extremely hot, cooler mornings and evenings have provided improved calling opportunities compared to early summer. Areas receiving consistent rainfall are already showing increased rodent activity, which often translates into more responsive predators over the coming weeks. 

🌧️ Monsoon Outlook
The first significant monsoon moisture has reached many portions of central and southern Arizona.
Hunters should expect:
· Fresh tracks after overnight rains 
· Coyotes concentrating around washes and green-up areas 
· Increased insect and rodent activity 
· Better scent retention during early morning stands 
· Muddy access roads on BLM and Forest Service land 
The downside is that afternoon thunderstorms can make travel difficult, especially in desert washes.

🐇 Prey Base Update
Arizona Game & Fish reports that cottontail rabbit populations continue a gradual recovery after severe declines caused by Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease Virus (RHDV-2). Jackrabbit numbers remain below historical averages in many areas, although localized populations are improving. 
For predator hunters, this means:
· Coyotes may respond aggressively to rabbit distress sounds where rabbit densities remain low. 
· Rodent distress and bird distress sounds continue producing consistent success during summer. 
· Areas with abundant rodents following rainfall may become productive over the next several weeks. 

🐺 Coyote Activity
Coyotes remain abundant statewide and Arizona Game & Fish considers populations stable to increasing across most habitats. From Sonoran Desert flats to high country forests, coyotes continue to occupy nearly every available habitat. 
Current observations suggest:
· Best movement occurs from sunrise until approximately 8:30 AM. 
· Night activity increases dramatically after monsoon storms. 
· Family groups with young-of-the-year are becoming more vocal. 
· Challenge howls and pup distress calls are beginning to become more effective. 

🎯 Calling Tips for Late July
Successful Arizona callers are adapting to the heat.
Recommended stand strategy:
· Hunt first light until temperatures climb. 
· Keep stands between 15–20 minutes. 
· Focus on shaded washes and north-facing slopes. 
· Mix rodent distress with occasional pup distress. 
· Stay mobile if no response after several stands. 

🌵 Productive Habitat This Month
Look for predators nearby:
· Desert washes with fresh vegetation 
· Stock tanks and water catchments 
· Agricultural edges 
· Mesquite flats 
· Burn scars beginning to recover 
· Prairie dog towns and rodent-rich grasslands 
Predators will often travel between water sources during hot weather.

⚠️ Wildlife Health Reminder
Arizona Game & Fish is asking hunters to help reduce the spread of Rabbit Hemorrhagic Disease Virus Type 2 (RHDV-2). Hunters are encouraged to properly dispose of rabbit carcasses rather than leaving remains in the field. Although the disease is not known to infect people, proper carcass disposal helps reduce environmental spread among wild rabbit populations. 

📋 Regulations Reminder
Coyotes remain classified as predators with a year-round hunting season in Arizona. Hunters must possess a valid Arizona hunting license and should always verify local firearm restrictions, State Trust Land requirements, and unit-specific regulations before hunting. 

⭐ Equipment Corner
Hot Weather Essentials
· Lightweight camouflage 
· Plenty of water (at least one gallon per hunter) 
· Electronic caller with fresh batteries 
· Hand call backup 
· Shooting sticks 
· Snake gaiters or boots 
· Tire repair kit for remote desert roads 

📅 Looking Ahead
As August approaches:
· More consistent monsoon moisture should improve vegetation across much of Arizona. 
· Young coyotes will become increasingly responsive to distress sounds. 
· Nighttime temperatures will slowly moderate, extending predator activity into early mornings. 
· Expect improving calling success as prey populations become more active following rainfall. 
Good luck, hunt safely, and remember to leave every stand cleaner than you found it.
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