
PebbleCreek Hiking Club As of: 12/14/2022Hike Master List - Area: Eagletails Wilderness

DESCRIPTION:

HIKE: B Challenge Hike - Eagletails Wilderness - Ben Avery & Arch Loop. 

REASON FOR CHALLENGE: B hike rating exceeded: Bushwhacking.

DESCRIPTION: This hike is an 11 mile lollipop hike with an elevation gain of 1150 feet. There are views of Courthouse 

Rock for most of the hike. From the trailhead, it is 3.6 miles along an old jeep trail and in a wash to over 100 Native 

American petroglyphs. The trail itself is fairly easy hiking. You can then continue through a high walled canyon for 

another 1.5 miles. Along this canyon is a series of volcanic lava flows, many of which have melted quartz rock imbedded 

in them. To get to the arch you follow an old road, then go through a wash before bushwhacking up a steep hill of loose 

rock and stones to reach the arch. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: A variation of a lollipop which includes a Double Arch and petroglyphs near Indian Spring 

(dry). Good hiking trail to the petroglyphs then a bushwhack to the arch and back.

TRAILHEAD NAME: Ben Avery & Arch A Lollipop Which Includes A Double Arch And Petroglyphs Near Indian Spring (Dry) 

TRAILS: No Named Trails

FEES AND FACILITIES: There are no facilities at the trailhead and no park fees.

DRIVING DIRECTIONS: Head south on PebbleCreek Parkway. Go west (right) on I10 to Exit 81 (Salome Road). Turn south 

(left) across I10. Turn right on Harquahala Valley Road and go 6.0 miles. Turn right on Centennial, a straight dirt road (to 

the left is Courthouse Road). Go 7.0 miles to a 3way intersection (BLM Wilderness sign on the left). Take the right fork, 

which parallels a natural gas pipeline. Go 4.0 miles. This road may be quite rutted and require a high clearance vehicle. 

There is a BLM Wilderness sign off to the left about 50 feet. Turn left and go 1.5 miles to trailhead. The last .4 miles 

definitely requires a high clearance vehicle, but you can park on the side and hike to the trailhead, adding .8 miles to the 

total hike. The final 12.5 miles is on dirt roads and the roads are good until the last 5 1/2 miles. DRIVING DISTANCE: 130 

miles

URL PHOTOS: https://pchikingclub.smugmug.com/EagletailMountainsWildernessAr/Eagletail-Mountains-Arches

URL MAP: https://pchikingclub.smugmug.com/Trail-Maps/Eagletail-Mountains-Wilderness-Area/i-77gMj25
HIKE: C Challenge Hike - Eagletails Wilderness - Arches Loop. 

REASON FOR CHALLENGE: C hike rating exceeded: Trail Condition, Bushwhacking.

DESCRIPTION: This hike is a 7.5 mile clockwise loop hike with an elevation gain of 1400 feet. The highlight of this hike is 

the 6+ arches you can see along the way. But there are also many great rock formations to see. Trail condition:Almost 

90 percent of this hike is bushwack and route navigation. There are considerably deep washes throughout the hike that 

require route seeking to find a safe way across. On the west or southwest side of the hike, about 1 mile or so of the hike 

is on trail. Otherwise, the hike is open desert, crossing many washes; there is considerable boulder hopping and loose 

rocky soil. All this said, the views and proximity to spectacular, massive rock formations make this hike a very special 

experience. 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: Skills in cross country hiking and land navigation are a MUST! A high clearance vehicle is 

also a MUST. An all wheel drive or 4x4 is highly desirable. If you follow the GPX track, consider using the map as well to 

eliminate some of the turns made on the GPX track.

TRAILHEAD NAME: Eagletail Mountains Wilderness (or use 33.36937, 113.27747 GLS Coordinates). Be aware that 

google maps may not exactly match the route in the driving directions below. TRAILS: No Named Trails

FEES AND FACILITIES: There are no facilities at the trailhead and no park fees.

DRIVING DIRECTIONS: High clearance vehicle required. All wheel drive or 4x4 is highly desirable. With normal traffic, 

drive time is about 2 hours. Head south on PebbleCreek Parkway. Go west (right) on I10 to Exit 81 (Salome Road). Turn 

south High clearance vehicle required. All wheel drive or 4x4 is highly desirable. With normal traffic, drive time is about 

2 hours. A useful search destination using google maps to assist navigation would be: ‘Eagletail Mountains Wilderness 

or you can use, ‘33.36937, 113.27747. Know that google maps may not exactly match the route that follows.(left) 

across I10. Turn quick right on Harquahala Valley Road which then goes south. Proceed south on Harquahala Valley 

Road to W Baseline Rd. Turn west (right) on Baseline Rd. Proceed west on Baseline Rd to South 547th Avenue. At time 

of this publication, this is where the asphalt portion of Baseline Road stops. Turn south (left) on 147th Ave. You are now 
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PebbleCreek Hiking Club As of: 12/14/2022Hike Master List - Area: Eagletails Wilderness

DESCRIPTION:

HIKE: C Hike - Eagletails Wilderness - Ben Avery trail. 

DESCRIPTION: This hike is an 8 mile in and out hike with an elevation gain of 650 feet. There are views of Courthouse 

Rock for most of the hike. From the trailhead, it is 3.6 miles along an old jeep trail and in a wash to over 100 Native 

American petroglyphs. The trail itself is fairly easy hiking. You can then continue through a high walled canyon for 

another 1.5 miles. Along this canyon is a series of volcanic lava flows, many of which have melted quartz rock imbedded 

in them. 

TRAILHEAD NAME: Ben Avery Facilities At The Trailhead And No Park Fees TRAILS: Ben Avery

FEES AND FACILITIES: No restrooms at the trailhead. No park fees.

DRIVING DIRECTIONS: Head south on PebbleCreek Parkway. Go west (right) on I10 to Exit 81 (Salome Road). Turn south 

(left) across I10. Turn right on Harquahala Valley Road and go 6.0 miles. Turn right on Centennial, a straight dirt road (to 

the left is Courthouse Road). Go 7.0 miles to a 3way intersection (BLM Wilderness sign on the left). Take the right fork, 

which parallels a natural gas pipeline. Go 4.0 miles. This road may be quite rutted and require a high clearance vehicle. 

There is a BLM Wilderness sign off to the left about 50 feet. Turn left and go 1.5 miles to trailhead. The last .4 miles 

definitely requires a high clearance vehicle, but you can park on the side and hike to the trailhead, adding .8 miles to the 

total hike. The final 12.5 miles is on dirt roads and the roads are good until the last 5 1/2 miles. DRIVING DISTANCE: 130 

miles

URL PHOTOS: http://pchikingclub.smugmug.com/EagletailMountainsWildernessAr/Ben-Avery-Trail-Courthouse

URL MAP: https://pchikingclub.smugmug.com/Trail-Maps/Eagletail-Mountains-Wilderness-Area/i-77gMj25

URL GPX: https://1drv.ms/u/s!AgywFpJqBF4amkNiRTe2mzQOF4kk?e=uzJb2I

PCHC TRAIL ID: 421
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