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1. Overview
1.1 Introduction

e Jirrawich Pty Ltd is proud to host the 7t Annual ‘Battle of the Countries’. The event is scheduled to
be held at Ziems Park, Corrimal lllawarra between 15" -18" January 2026. Anyone wanting to
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participate in the Battle of the Countries early next year should read and complete the attached
forms.

1.2 Background

Jirrawich Pty Ltd is 100% owned and run organisation that provides innovative programs and
services such as the lllawarra Titans RLFC that coordinate key mark events such as the ‘Battle of
the Countries’ in and around the lllawarra.

The lllawarra Titans Rugby League was officially formed in 2008 by committed community people
from the lllawarra Aboriginal community and region. Predominantly Aboriginal based, the club
focuses on health, saying no to domestic violence, education initiatives, community capacity building
and stronger families. The Club now sits under the banner of Jirrawich Pty Ltd.

The Club was originally established to support teams to attend the NSW Rugby League Knockout
Carnival. The first couple years the Men’'s team made quarter finals and respectively built a
reputation for being highly competitive.

The lllawarra Titans Rugby League Football Club been part of supporting Aboriginal families
experiencing and dealing with mental health and suicide prevention. The Club has continued to
support and align its aims and objectives with existing rugby league infrastructures such as the NSW
Rugby League and their Reconciliation Action Plan initiatives.

The events provide an opportunity to celebrate culture and story through sport. Sport is a way to
bring Aboriginal families together. The lllawarra Titans Club are working with several key
stakeholders to support the most disadvantaged families to enable them to reach their full potential.

1.3 About the Event

Through Jirrawich, the lllawarra Titans Aboriginal Rugby League Club is proud to host the 6t Annual
Battle of the Countries event. This event is aimed at raising awareness for Suicide Prevention and
Mental Health and Wellbeing in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Communities.

The purpose of the Battle of the Countries event is to raise awareness for the importance of Suicide
Prevention and Mental Health as approximately 35% of Australian people suffer with Mental lliness
and of those approximately 54% aren’t seeking any treatment.

The rates of Suicide and Mental Health in Aboriginal Communities are extremely high and increasing
dramatically every year. This event is about our Countries coming together to support and
encourage people in our communities to seek treatment, speak to people and strengthen out Mobs
while coming together and participating in a Rugby League Carnival.

The lllawarra Titans are working in partnership with relevant Government and Community
stakeholders. For this event to be successful it will be important to work closely in partnership with
existing NSWRL infrastructures and our partners to ensure conversations are happening across all
our communities about Mental Health and Suicide Prevention.
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Let’s work together to make our mob stronger.

1.4 Endorsement

This event is sanctioned and endorsed by NSW Rugby League and supported by partnering
stakeholders.

Event Information

The BOTC will be a 4-day Rugby League Carnival that will take place at Ziems Park, Corrimal &
Vikings Oval, Wollongong. The event organization will provide timetables/schedules closer to the
commence dates of the Carnivals.

2.1 Team Registration

The Battle of the Countries will be open to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Rugby League
Sporting Clubs throughout NSW. All players participating in the Knockout must be of Aboriginal
and/or Torres Strait Islander descent.

Any club, its officials or players that are found guilty of breaching these Rules and Regulations will
be refused entry into ‘The Battle of the Countries’ and from future involvement in this event and any
events that are conducted by Jirrawich Pty Ltd.

Each club that intends to participate will be required to give consent to abide by the Rules and
Regulations as stipulated by the Host Club. Non-compliance will result in the possibility of the
nomination being rejected.

THE RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING THIS EVENT

The 7t Annual Battle of the Countries and the NATIONAL CODE OF CONDUCT should be read
in conjunction when completing the 2026 APPLICATION FORM.

All team applications from respective clubs in NSW must be registered with the Host Club by COB
24th of November 2025, accompanied by a NON-REFUNDABLE nomination fee.

Please note: Once a club has registered its team or teams with the Host Club, that club’s team or
teams will remain locked into ‘The Battle of the Countries’ as a registered team nomination, and
there will be no refund or the application fee, regardless of whether the club decides to withdraw the
team(s) from the event or is unable to make the event for whatever reason.
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All completed and signed application forms must be returned to:

Rod Broad

Chief Executive Officer,

Jirrawich Pty Ltd

(m): 0442 612 816

Completed and signed application forms will be accepted by email:
rodbroad@jirrawich.com

2.2 Team Cost and Payments

Payment of $2750 for adult teams and $1495 for Kids teams will be accepted by direct deposit
made out to Battle of the Countries by COB 24t of November 2025.

Attention: The Battle of the Countries and attached to the application form or by Direct Deposit at
any Great Southern Bank to:

Account Name: Battle of the Countries
Bank: Great Southern Bank

BSB No: 814 282

Account No: 512 892 47

Reference Number: BOTC/ Team Name

All Direct Deposit receipts must be emailed:

rodbroad@jirrawich.com

Important note: Before the application form will be accepted, clearly
identifying the name of the participating team.

NO LATE APPLICATIONS OR PART PAYMENT WILL BE ACCEPTED

2.3 Event Entry Fee

Entry fee into the Battle of the Countries event: $10.00 per person
General Admission: $10.00

Concession: $5.00

Children Under 16: FREE

2.4 Official Draw

The official draw for the Battle of the Countries event will be posted on the Battle of the Countries
Facebook Page: Battle of the Countries
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3. Rules and Regulations
3.1 Overview

The Battle of the Countries competitions will be officiated using ‘The Australian Rugby League Laws of
the Game and Notes on the Laws Official (February 2017) and the National Code of Conduct.

The Following exceptions will be used specifically for ‘The Battle of the Countries’:

e Each team may affect up to seven (7) substitutions during a match provided that the names of the
substitute players registered 10 minutes prior to the team’s first competition game of the day.

e Each pool & quarter final matches will be forty (40) minutes duration comprised of equal halves of
twenty (20) minutes. There will be two (2) minute halftime intervals after which teams are expected
to change ends promptly and set for the restart of play (kick off).

e Each match from Semi Finals onwards will be forty (40) minutes duration comprised of equal
halves of (20) minutes. There will be five (5) minute halftime intervals after which teams are
expected to change ends promptly and set for the restart of play (kick off).

¢ In the event of misconduct by a player during the preliminary rounds, the Referee shall, this
discretion, caution, temporarily suspend for five (5) minutes, or dismiss the offender.

¢ In the event of misconduct by a player during the Semi Finals or Final, the Referee shall, at his
discretion, caution, temporarily suspend for ten (5) minutes, or dismiss the offender.

e There will be NO TIME OFF, under any circumstances, unless due to serious injury, as deemed
necessary by the League Executive.

e The game shall be won by the team scoring the greater number of points. If both teams score an
equal number of points the first, try scorer is declared the winner. If there are no tries scored, the
first team to have kicked a penalty goal will be declared the winner.

e If no winner is decided from this, the result will be decided on whoever kicked the first field goal. If
both teams fail to score, the team awarded the first penalty will be declared the winner. If there
were no penalties throughout the game, the team to win the first scrum is declared the winner.

3.2 Club Teams

e Each team will consist of a maximum number of twenty-two (22) players.

e Clubs that cannot nominate the full complement of twenty-two (22) players in their team when
nominated, will be allowed to nhominate additional players up until ten (10) minutes prior to the
commencement of their first competition game of The Knockout, provided those players
nominated are not registered with another team. Where a club has more than one (1) team
entered in The Knockout, respective clubs should also refer to CLUB TEAMS RULE 1.

e All participating clubs must complete their team sheets with the names of the players and their
signature prior to taking the field for each competition game of The Knockout. Names and number
of players registered at the time of them taking the field for their first competition game in The
Knockout will be the entire complement that can be used for the remainder of The Knockout.
Players cannot be added any time after their first game nomination.

e Clubs that nominate more than one team in The Knockout must nominate at least fifteen (15)
names of players in the Number One Team at the time of nomination.

e Any player who signs the official team registration form of a club must play with that team. This
player cannot play for another team, including from the same club and can be in breach of the
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rules if he or she is found to have done so. This may cause the teams to be suspended from The
Knockout.

All twenty-two (22) players can be used in all matches, including preliminary rounds.

Semi Finals and the Final. All seven (7) substitutes can be used as unlimited interchange players
during each game throughout The Knockout.

The Host Community will not be responsible or liable for any loss of contract money due to injury,
suspension or any other incident incurred by players from all State and Territory affiliated
competitions - CRL, NSWRL, QRL, ARL, NRL, as well as overseas competitions. THE GAMES.
Official badge referees, appointed by the Host Community will control all games

during The Knockout.

The official Team Registration Sheet, if not already done so when nominating the team, must be
completed, and lodged by the Club Official(s) ten (10) minutes prior to their first game of the
competition. The Confirmation of Aboriginality Form and Declaration of Consent Form must be
attached where applicable.

The Official Team Match sheets that are used for the games must be completed by all teams and
lodged at the Official Table ten (10) minutes prior to the starting time of their respective matches
throughout The Knockout.

All clubs are to ensure that one (1) registered Team Official be present at the Official Table whilst
their team is playing a match and the other registered Team Official is present on the substitute
bench to assist with the policing of the interchange of substitutions.

All clubs are to ensure that only the Team Official and the listed substitute players be the persons
permitted to approach the Interchange Official when making a substitution.

All clubs are to ensure that their Team Coach, Team Manager, Team Official, trainers and
substitute players be the only ones permitted on the substitute bench whilst their team is playing.
All clubs are to ensure that their supporters remain outside the Official Playing Area of the ground
at all times (this includes the area set aside for the substitute bench).

All players and officials will remain at the ground if their respective teams are still required to play
further matches on that day.

3.3 Interchange

All interchange player(s) must remain with the interchange official on the sideline until cleared to
enter the playing field. This wills only happen when the interchange referees are satisfied that the
interchanged player has left the playing field.

Clubs are permitted to substitute no more than four (4) interchange players at any one time.

3.4 Club Trainers

The following rules apply to Trainers:

Maximum of two trainers on the field at any time unless injuries warrant further numbers.
Trainers are only to enter the field of play for an injury when there is a try or stoppage or if the
referee has signalled time off.

Trainers who enter the field of play while their team is in possession of the ball are to address the
players as required and immediately return to the bench.
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Trainers are not to enter the field of play during a scrum and if an altercation commences (if a
trainer is on the field when an altercation commences, he is in no way to move closer to the
incident).

No coaching from the sideline or whilst on the field.

No lingering on the field.

Trainers are not to approach or speak to the referee at any time.

Trainers are to give support and encouragement and are not to engage in bad sportsmanship,
sledging, crude or unseemly actions to opposing players, referees and other officials. These rules
are in place to ensure the flow of games.

3.5 Playing Uniforms

All clubs participating in the Knockout are to be provided with uniform form ‘Team Spirit’ as per
guidelines and nomination fee to participate in the BOTC. It is up the club to provide ‘Team Spirit’ with
own designs by the 24t November 2025. This date is set to have all playing gear returned in time for
the event.

The BOTC event will have exclusive rights to front, rear of the jumper, one spot on the shorts and
one sleeve of the playing jumper for event.

All players must wear full playing uniforms during all matches that they are required to participate
in for the duration of The Event.

Full playing uniforms include proper playing jerseys, shorts, socks and appropriate footwear.
Team jerseys are to have clear numbers on the back of the jerseys.

3.6 Review Committee

The Review Committee will officially adjudicate over all associated disputes arising from The
Knockout as well as cited players. Where there is a conflict of interest, affected committee
members will declare this conflict and be replaced for that hearing by a member nominated by the
Host Community.

Where a Review Committee member has been replaced for a particular hearing, they may
accompany the club officials (and where necessary, the player) during any hearing procedures.
The Review Committee will be chaired by an Aboriginal person independent of the Host
Community and all participating clubs. The remainder of the committee will be nominated by the
Host Community. The Review Committee will act on behalf of the Host Community and rulings will
be deemed final.

All appeals must be lodged with the Carnival Coordinator, via the official table, in writing by the
two nominated Team Officials, no later than fifteen (15) minutes after the completion of the match
under question.

The written appeal must contain statement of fact and must provide clear and precise details
relating directly to the reason for the appeal. The mandatory appeal fee of $2000 cash must also
accompany the document. Then an official receipt for the sum of $2000 will be provided.

In the event of a successful appeal, the appeal fee will be returned to the club. However, if
unsuccessful, the fee will be forfeited to the Host Community.

If the Review Committee receives an appeal relating to the playing of a non-Aboriginal person or
persons and the appeal is upheld, that club which includes all its officials and players registered
on the official team Nomination Form will immediately be banned from the Knockout for life and
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from further participation in any future BOTC Rugby League Knockout carnivals or events
conducted by the Host Community.

Any player(s) and/or official(s) sent from the field of play for the duration of a match will
automatically appear before the Review Committee within fifteen (15) minutes after the match in
which the dismissal occurred. This rule also applies to trainers and support staff. Failure to appear
will result in:

a) Automatic suspension from the Carnival.
b) Suspension from all future BOTC or events conducted by the Host Community until the
player(s) and/or official(s) appear before the Review Committee and has the matter dealt with.

The Host Community will have the additional power to cite any player(s) and/or club official(s) for
further disciplinary action, particularly for any blatant act of conduct that is deemed to be contrary
to the spirit and principles of The Knockout. Should this instance occur, the offending player(s)
and/or official(s) will receive a "Notice of Intent”" from the Host Community immediately following
the conclusion of the match.

The player(s) and/or official(s) will then be notified of the specified time that the Review Committee
hearing will take place to deal with the matter. This rule also applies to trainers and support staff.
Failure to appear will result in:

a) Automatic suspension from The Knockout; Suspension from all future BOTC Rugby League
Knockout carnivals or events conducted by the Host Community until the player(s) and/or
official(s) appear before the Review Committee and has the matter dealt with.

Where video evidence is available, the Review Committee may decide to use this in their
deliberations, provided it is produced prior to the commencement of a hearing. This will be at the
discretion of the Chairperson of the Review Committee.
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3.7 Confirmation of Aboriginality

For the purpose of The Event, an Aboriginal person is one who:

a) Is of Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander descent.
b) Identifies as an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander.
c) Is accepted as such by the community in which they live, or formally lived.

All participating teams are required to attach a completed Confirmation of Aboriginality for each
individual team member to the official Team Registration Form before that player can be
registered to play in The Knockout. Please take note that the form must be filled in correctly,
signed, and have the stamp of the Common Seal of the organisation that is providing the
confirmation. Only new players each year will have to supply this documentation.

Any organisation found to have knowingly provided a Confirmation of Aboriginality to a non-
Aboriginal person for the purpose of participating in the Event will be reported to the appropriate
authority. UNDERAGE PLAYERS.

It should be deemed necessary for parents or guardians to sign a Declaration of Consent form for
their son (s) who will not be at least sixteen (16) years old and wish to participate in the men’s
competitions at the ‘The Event’.

3.8 Insurance

The Host Community will ensure that public liability insurance coverage is available for all areas of
the Sporting Grounds.

All players are to be current registered players attached to NSWRL, QLDRL or VICRL
competitions.

3.9 Code of Conduct

No Person (s) attending a match, function or event shall:

a) Use offensive or obscene language to any participant.

b) Enter the field of play during the course of a match without the prior approval of the Ground
Manager appointed by the home club and/ or League.

c) Excessively dispute the decision of a referee or touch judge either during or after a match.

d) Assault or act with aggression to any person/s.

e) Behave in a way contrary to the Code of Conduct and/ or the spirit of the game.

f) Behave in a way which disturbs the enjoyment of a match, function or event by any other
person/s, or brings discredit to the home club and/ or League.

g) Actin such a way as to exhibit racial intolerance, by language or other conduct, to any
person/s.

h) Refuse to accept the reasonable direction of the Ground Manager, official of the team / club
which that person is supporting, or official of the home club and/ or League.

i) Clubs/Teams are responsible for the conduct of their players, parents/carers, coaches,
officials and club supporters.
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PLEASE NOTE:

1. ANY PLAYER IS FOUND GUILTY OF STRIKING ANOTHER PLAYER WILL BE
DISQUALIFIED FROM ANY FURTHER COMPETITION GAMES.

2. SHOULD THEIR BE A TEAM INCIDENT (I.E. FIGHT) THEY (TEAM) WILL BE
IMMEDIATELY DISQUALIFIED!

3. ANY PLAYER FOUND GUILTY PLAYING THAT ISNT A REGISTERED PLAYER OF
NSWRL, QLDRL OR VRL WILL BE BANNED FROM COMPETITION. (Private insurance
could gain access to participate in the carnival which would have to be agreed upon
from the hosting club for any induvial.)

3.10 Use of Approved Film Bodies

¢ All players and officials who register for The Knockout are giving consent to be filmed and
photographed by approved bodies of the Host Community.

4. Presentation
4.1 Prize Money

¢ Adult teams’ nominations for the Knockout competition will go towards the total prize money for
the official winner and runners up teams.

4.2 BOTC Trophy

e A BOTC Trophy will be given to the winning club from the Host Community on the provisory that
the trophies be kept or given for the following year.

5. Accommodation

e There is plenty of Accommodation located in the lllawarra and surrounding suburbs. Please
contact Destination Wollongong on (02) 4228 0300 or website: www.visitwollongong.com.au
should you require any assistance for travel and locate appropriate accommodation for your team.

e Each team will be responsible for their own accommodation, transport and associated food costs.
With this in mind, we encourage you book your accommodation early and build a relationship with
your motel manager.

e Canteens and BBQ will sell food and beverages at the ground. No personal BBQ are to be
brought into the grounds at any stage.
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6. Business and Contact Details

Principal Contact: Rodney Broad

Position: Chief Executive Officer

Trading Name/Official Business Name: Jirrawich Pty Ltd
Telephone: (m) 0422 612 816

Email: rodbroad@jirrawich.com

Jirrawich e

A
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7. Registration Form A

Club Nomination (Circle team group submitting)

Men’s Women’s U18sB U16sB U16sG U14sB U14sG U12sB U10s U8s

(O] 18] o1 N\ = 141 O PP PP P TPPPRPPRP
ClUD AQArESS: ...ttt ettt e e e e ab e et e e e e s
Club PoStal ADAressS: ......coiiiiiiiiiei e
PRONE NUMDET: .. e
Fax NUMDET ... e
Email NUMDEI: e e e e e e
N 2 70 USSR
Committee Representatives

POSIION NAME: ...t e e e e e
107 0 F= 115 01T =To] o L PP
TrEASUIEI: .ttt ettt ettt e e e e e oot e e e e e et e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e eeeees
S TCTol (=Y = Y PPN

Team Delegate (1) .ot e e e e e e e e e e
Team Delegate (2) ..t e e

L©70 = o2 o Lo PR RPN
LI LAY = T =T T PP UPTPURR

| DECLARE THAT WE WILL ABIDE BY THE RULES AND REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE
2026 ILLAWARRA TITANS BATTLE OF THE COUNTRIES EVENT AND NATIONAL RUGBY
LEAGUE CODE OF CONDUCT.
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8. Official Details Form B

TEAM NaAIMIB. ... e e e e e

B IC=T= T O 0= Vo] o T

ST To ] 4= 1 (0 =TRSO

Team Manager

SIGNALUIE ettt e e s e ann s

Declaration:

| represent the above Club and hereby declare and sign this form knowing that | have not registered with any other Club who is
likely to be participating in this competition. | will not hold Jirrawich or nominated body responsible for any injuries that may
occur during the BOTC Event. | will also abide by the rules and regulations governing the 2026 NSW Aboriginal Rugby League

Knockout.

#No.

Name

D.O.B

Signature
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9.  Aboriginality Declaration Form C

Aboriginality Declaration CLUB OFFICAL (1):

| OFFICIALLY DECLARE THAT ALL PLAYERS LISTED ON THE TEAM NOMINATION FORM TO
PARTICIPATE IN THE 2026 BOTC WITH THIS CLUB, ARE ABORIGINAL AND /OR TORRES
STRAIGHT ISLANDER DESCENT.

SIGNATURE: ..o

Please note that all players are required to provide a complete Confirmation of Aboriginality
before they can be registered to play in the knockout, With the stamp of the Common Seal of the
organization that is providing the confirmation. Any organization found to have knowingly provided a
Confirmation of Aboriginality to a non-Aboriginal person for the purpose of participating in the knockout
will be reported to the appropriate authority.
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10. Film and Photography Form D

Film and Photography Permission

CLUB OFFICIAL (1):

(PLEASE PRINT CLUB NAME IN BLOCK LETTERS)

I DECLARE THAT OUR CLUB/TEAM HAS SOUGHT PERMISSION FROM EACH MEMBER OR OUR
ADMINISTRATIVE AND PLAYER GROUP TO BE INCLUDED IN ANY FILMING, PHOTOGRAPHY
OFTHE BATTLE OF THE COUNTRIES, OR NOMINATED BODIES/

SIGNATURE: ..ottt ettt b e sa et n e b e
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