Build is Better than Buy!
Hadiated by "El Cheapo', NIERM

THE GREAT (AND CHEAP} WINDOM.

I thouwught that I had alrveady written an article on the Windom, but I
Epulqn’t find it inm my past articles. B0 here it is... Perhaps for the second
time!

Loven Windom, WBGEZ, is credited with the doing the rvresearch into this btype
of off-center fed doublet and so this antenna bears his name. This particular
version of the Windom was writbten up by Fobert Grove, WA4PYR, in the Bep *80
imasus of 73 Magazines I fivet bullt the antenna in 1982 and have used the same
antenna in Favetteville, Kang aricd GFermany. The smame anbenns curvently my
anly anbenna. Iryoobhey words, this anternna has besn oup and down mors bress
than most sguivrels!

I found some very special wire to builld the horvizontal &4 and 90 foob
elements out of. Bill Felohnesr, KUSW, tells me that the wire fwhich looks liks
ordinary 2ip cord) ds actually old teiephmn@ drop covd. AL oany rate, Lf Ymu
carn find soms, gelbt it. Tt is rubbey-costed, copper-clad steel and it is toagh
as nails. I kept the two wires together and cut one wire a foot shorter than
the obher. In essence, I have a 4% and 44 foot leg, and a 91 and 20 foot leg.
I thengint it might help. Mavbe it did. Teeand bt ailtie]

I made the 4:1 balun myself (of coursse!) from an Amidon kit and housed it
inside two PVO pipe end caps.  You might want to build the balun, ov buy ong of
Lhe WZall types.  For the 3000 twin lead, vou can get some ladder line at the
next hamfest or use some heavy duty TV twin lead Tike I did. I used RE-39/U
but you might want to consider RE-2/U0 1f yvou're going o uss any DoOwsr.

Here's what bthe antenna looks like along with some claimed and my actual
SWR data. I still rvun btube finals in my vig and I onever vurn omore than 50Y
powery s BWRs below 3l don®t bother me. Those of you with solid-state rigs
might want to use a tuner with the anternna. :
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o there you bave it.  You might want to sxperiment with different types
of wive and different lengths. Try 93 feet for the long end and 46 feet for
the short and see what happens when you prune.  As [P've alrvready mentioned, I
cheated by having two lengbths on Wﬂcﬁ sice, EMJIOY!



