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President’s Message  
Debbie W.  
 
Dear Members 
 
I think the biggest question on everyone’s mind these days is, when will spring come?  All the 
snow we have had this winter seems to be making folks a bit weary these days.  Hopefully it 
won’t be long until we see the Crocuses, popping up in the grass and the Daffodils won’t be far 
behind. The change of seasons is always so wonderful and gives us a new outlook for the days 
ahead.   
 
Our Guild is looking forward to some changes in leadership for the upcoming guild year.  We 
have approximately 12 positions vacant on the executive for the upcoming 2026/27 year.   I am 
confident that we have some amazing folks in our Guild that would be great in any of these 
upcoming roles.    
 
Just like the seasons change, filling these positions may change the way the Guild moves 
forward in the future, requiring us to make some changes to our constitution to incorporate a 
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new way of work.  We are a resourceful group and with everyone’s help I’m sure we will come 
up with a viable solution to keep our Guild functioning the way our mandate has been set.   
 
I am looking forward to our April in person meeting to chat with our members about some viable 
possibilities on how we can move forward and continue to enjoy the artform we are so invested 
in as quilters and fabric artists. 
Please think about what you might be able to bring to our discussion so that at our April meeting 
we will be able to engage in a meaningful and positive discussion.  
 
I am looking forward to hearing your idea’s and suggestions in April.  If you have something that 
you would like to share prior to the meeting please don’t hesitate to contact me through the 
Guild email or my personal email.  You can find my personal email on the Guild membership list. 
 
REMEMBER:   TEAMWORK MAKES THE DREAMWORK 
 
Warmest Regards 
Debbie W 
DTQG President 

 
​
Vice President  

Debbie K. ​
 
Hello Fellow Members of DTQG, 

 Well, that month flew by. How can we be in March already? I am not sure what is happening but 
it seems every time I blink another week has vanished and we are already through 1/6th of 2026! 
No wonder so many people are working on Christmas gifts so soon, the way the year has 
started we will be in December before we know it. Here is to focused time in our sewing areas 
making time to enjoy the sun and fresh air that helps inspire us. 

One thing I really noticed and appreciated this week is the sunshine and the noticeably longer 
days. January and February are pretty hard months for me so I am glad there are normally only 
59 of those days to trudge through before the days start to tell us spring is on its way. Speaking 
of trudging, last Friday was all sorts of fun with a sew day along with 8 inches of snow falling 
here. My neighbours needed someone to look after their dogs…they have short legs….they had 
lots of snow accumulate on their bellies and I looked like a snowman by the time we got back to 
the house. At least it was not bitterly cold. The morning walk was better as the snowplow had 
been through. Took me almost an hour to clear my car on Saturday with the deep snow and as 
the icing on the cake, the freezing rain we had first. It was a sunny day as I was clearing, the 
birds were making noises, and I was able to work at my own pace. Made for a good day and I 
accomplished the task that looked formidable at first. Like everything in life, if we take it in small 
increments we can accomplish anything. In our time and schedule. Like with our quilting. One 



 

step at a time, focused, and a desire to complete the task we become successful at what we 
choose to do.  

February we had a sew day every Friday. Thank you Jacqueline for organizing this time where 
so many of us are very productive and a fun way of dealing with February. Unfortunately 
Jacqueline had to go to BC for half of the month but myself and Laura were willing and able to 
step in and cover the lead on the Zoom sew days. This is what being on this Executive is like, if 
someone needs a hand one of us can and will step forward to help the task be completed 
successfully. It may not be exactly like how the other person would be able to do it (I do not 
have Jacqueline’s bubbly and very positive personality) but everything gets done when needed. 

Speaking of tasks and things that need to get accomplished, I want to remind you to take a look 
at the positions that are going to be open for volunteers at the AGM in June. None of these 
positions are particularly onerous but they all need to be filled by someone so that our guild can 
continue on inspiring, helping, and creating awesome works of art together. And to have many 
laughs as we share our ups and downs in quilting and life.  

We are more than just a group of ladies who meet over coffee and quilts. We are a community 
who has become closer over the last 6 years. The one positive I can see from the covid time is 
how many of us have learned to use technology, how technology has improved, and that we are 
able to congregate together in our individual sewing rooms and truly get to know each other 
better. So many things we have shared with each other, and we are all better for it. I want to see 
this continue as the wonderful guild we are.  

We need new people to step forward and accept the tasks that go with the open positions. 
There is help available and the Guild needs your ideas and energy. Many of us on the Executive 
have been here for over 5 years…we need a break and we want to see the Guild continue. It 
can only do that if we have people step forward to fill the positions. The Guild’s survival is in 
your hands. 

So, as you stitch away creating yet another work of art, please think of how you can step out of 
the shadows and shine as a member of the Executive. Thank you. 

Now, as it snowed again, I have to go find my stairs and clean my car off. Some tasks seem like 
they will always be there but spring is coming and the snow will melt to nourish the soil so we 
can have food. I like food so I will be happy for the snow for now.  May your seams be straight, 
your design board be filled with awesome ideas, and you have the satisfaction of completing 
whatever you put your hands to. Take care, let those you care about know that you love them 
and let yourself receive the love you are surrounded by. Hugs to all who want or need one. See 
you on Zoom for our March meeting . Until then, enjoy the snow, the sewing room, and all the 
wonderful creations that are coming from your hands. 

Debbie K VP​
​

 



 

Past President ​
Laura B.  
Hello fellow quilters! 
 
This newsletter continues our description of the volunteer positions on the guild executive that 
need to be filled for 2026-2027. I also still need a guild member who is not part of the executive 
to help me talk to guild members about filing roles on the Executive.  If you are willing to help, 
please contact me by email (or by emailing the guild at dtqguild@gmail.com). 
 
We are confident that our guild members have the skills and energy to fill these positions and 
allow us to continue to run an excellent quilt guild.  Consider joining a supportive team of 
like-minded individuals to lead the guild into the upcoming years. 
 
Below is a list of the positions that need to be filled.  Per our constitution, officers must have 
been a member in good standing for at least 12 months, and to be another executive position, 
you must have been a member in good standing for at least 8 months. Please consider 
volunteering for the executive so that our wonderful guild can keep running! 

●​ President (Officer) 
●​ Vice President (Officer) 
●​ Secretary (Officer) 
●​ Treasurer (Officer) 
●​ Program  
●​ Membership (A volunteer has come forward for this position) 
●​ Library  
●​ Retreats  
●​ Workshops  
●​ Publicity/Advertising  
●​ Mystery / BOM 
●​ Community Outreach  
●​ Fabric Basket 
●​ Technology  

 
In the last 2 newsletter I included “job descriptions” for the positions of President, Vice 
President, Secretary, Treasurer, Program, Library, Retreats, and Workshop.  This month’s 
newsletter contains descriptions for Publicity/Advertising, Mystery/BOM, Community Outreach, 
Fabric Basket, and Technology. 
 
 
Publicity/Advertising: 

This convenor is responsible for managing the guild’s publicity and advertising.  Early in 
each guild year, the convenor will be responsible to contact businesses that advertise on 
our website and newsletter and ask if they would like to continue to advertise with us.  
The convenor may also approach other businesses, as desired.  The convenor will 
provide a list of advertisers for the new year, and any new or changed advertising 
material to the newsletter and website convenors.  The convenor is also responsible to 
manage publicity for the guild, which has included placing free ads in local online and 
print newspapers.  How this is done will be up to the convenor, with input from the 
executive available as needed.  This is a voting position on the executive. 
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Mystery/BOM: 

This convenor is responsible for managing the guild’s block of the month or mystery quilt 
program.  The convenor will decide whether to run a Block of the Month or a Mystery 
Quilt program, and will pick an appropriate pattern to be followed.  The convenor will 
manage sign up of guild members (collecting a fee if required / desired for prizes) and 
then, for each month that the program is run, the convenor will send out instructions to 
the participants on the block / pattern parts to construct that month.  This is a voting 
position on the executive. 

 
Community Outreach: 

This convenor is responsible for managing the guild’s “cuddle quilt” and community 
outreach program.  This convenor, with a team to assist, is responsible for arranging 
quilts to be made and donated, and presenting donated quilts to Durham organizations 
in need of quilts.  This may involve taking fabric that has been donated, supplementing 
with purchased fabric and batting per the budget, and putting together kits for creating a 
quilt top and/or creating binding, and making kits with completed quilt tops, batting and 
backing to be quilted, and kits for completed tops to be bound.  The community outreach 
team will track which guild members have taken a kit, and which have returned their kits.  
Donated items are photographed and information on the donations and the photographs 
are provided to the newsletter and website convenors.  The convenor (not the whole 
team) is a voting position on the executive. 

 
Fabric Basket: 

This convenor is responsible for managing the guild’s donated scrap fabric.  At each 
in-person guild meeting, the convenor will set out the scraps of fabric (no smaller than a 
wide open hand) that have already been donated by members, so that during the 
meeting, other members may take the scraps as desired.  During the meeting, members 
may drop off more scraps to the collection.  This is NOT a voting position on the 
executive. 

 
Technology: 

This convenor is responsible for assisting guild convenors with technology.  This involves 
managing the Zoom aspects of the guild meetings (both hybrid meetings that are 
in-person and virtual, and virtual-only meetings in the winter).  The convenor does not 
have to have a paid Zoom plan – if a volunteer cannot be found to donate meeting times, 
then the budget can cover a guild Zoom meeting.  The technology convenor also sets up 
forms for convenors as needed (e.g., forms to sign up for a program, forms to get 
information for a survey, etc.) (the convenors are to provide all the information that is to 
go on the forms) and will provide spreadsheet summaries of the responses to the 
applicable convenor as requested. This is a voting position on the executive. 

 
Let me know what executive positions you are willing to lend your skills and enthusiasm to! 
 
 
Happy Quilting! 
Laura 
 

 



 

 
2025 - 2026 DTQG President’s Challenge  
 
The President’s Challenge continues with the “postcard quilt” theme.  You may join the 
challenge anytime, so long as you can have your mini postcard quilt finished and turned in to 
the Past President (Laura B) by the May guild meeting.  The cost to participate is $5 per entry.  
There is no limit on the number of entries per person, but there can be no more than 50 entries 
in total (the total # of post card backings purchased). 
 
You can sign up on the website (https://durhamtrilliumquiltersguild.ca/presidents-challenge) 
noting that since our next few meetings are virtual, you will have to coordinate with Laura to get 
the postcard backing for your challenge quilt. 
 
The challenge for this guild year is to make a miniature postcard-sized quilt.  Guidelines are as 
follows: 

●​ The quilt can use an established design/pattern or be an original. 
●​ The required dimension are exactly 4 inches by 6 inches (to fit the backing card). 
●​ The quilt may be in either portrait or landscape orientation. 
●​ There must be quilting (minimum is a front and batting quilted before being attached to 

postcard). You do not need to quilt through the postcard backing. 
●​ A 4” x 6” post-card backing (with typical postcard lines/info) will be provided to you.  This 

must be attached to the back of the miniature quilt that you submit. 
o​ The method of attachment is up to you – binding, fancy stitching, etc. 

●​ No label is needed on the completed post-card. 
 
To coordinate receiving your post-card backing, and the paper to fill out and return when 
submitting your quilted postcard for judging, contact Laura B by emailing her or emailing the 
guild (dtqguild@gmail.com) (and then our lovely secretary will forward it to me). 
 
Quilts for the challenge are to be submitted to Laura B. and must be submitted before the end of 
the May in-person guild meeting.  Please submit inside the bag provided, along with the 
completed quilt information submission form. 
 
If unable to attend the May meeting to submit your quilt, please either have a friend bring it to 
the May meeting or contact Laura B. for other options.  
 
Submitted quilts will be judged by the President and winners 
will be presented at the June meeting, when all submitted 
postcard quilts will be displayed (and then returned). 
 

 
 
Card Workshop Survey 
 
During one of our Zoom sew days, Laura was making some 
cards with sewn-on details and some of the attending guild 
members expressed an interest in having a workshop on the 
topic. 
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We are looking for information about how many people would be interested in such a workshop, 
as well as some information on when and how the membership would like such a workshop to 
run. 
 
Guild members are therefore invited to complete a survey on this topic, at this website: 
https://www.cognitoforms.com/DurhamTrilliumQuiltersGuild1/DTQGCardWorkshopSurvey 
 
The survey will be available until the Friday after the April 2026 guild meeting. 
 
Based on the information provided by members, we will determine if and when a workshop will 
be offered, and let the guild know the outcome. 
 
 
Thank you. 
 

 
 
Secretary  
Jacqueline H.  
 

Why is the Guild Secretary such an important role to fill?  The Guild runs with an Executive 
Team, and within that team is a Team of Officers.  It is these officers that the guild must fill in 
order for the guild to continue to run.  The Secretary is part of the “Officers Team . Without a full 
slate of Officers, the guild can not run. 

The main tasks of the Secretary are; be part of the Officer Team to help the guild, take 
Executive Meeting Minutes, watch the e-mail, and reply and/or forward  e-mails to the correct 
convenors. 

I have truly loved my time on the Executive.  I joined the guild back in 1992 (ish), have held 
many offices on the Executive. I have loved each and every role. The Executive has so much to 
offer. You get to learn and grow as a person and a quilter. 

All the best, 

Yours in Quilting Stitches, Outgoing Secretary, Jacqueline 

 

Program Convener  
Gail L.  
 

Our final zoom meeting of the year will be on March 9, 2026. Valerie Prideaux, a Toronto quilter, 
teacher and author will present “Tumbler Quilts: Just One Shape, Endless Possibilities”. Valerie 
will show many of the tumbler quilts she has made, discuss the ins and outs of publishing a quilt 
book, and share tips on working with these blocks and colour play.  You can view her work on 
her Instagram account @cozyfunkycool or on the website CreativeWhimsy.com 

https://www.cognitoforms.com/DurhamTrilliumQuiltersGuild1/DTQGCardWorkshopSurvey
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Our April 13, 2026 meeting will include a discussion led by the Executive on the Future of the 
Durham Trillium Quilters’ Guild.  Please think about what you would like from our guild (which 
has been in existence for many decades) and how you would like to contribute. Our work in the 
community has been very significant in many ways including providing a social network of 
quilters. Also, we will do an extended member Show and Share featuring your Fabric Challenge 
Quilts from our Shows between 2010 and 2019.  

Our May meeting will include “make and take” items designed for sale in the Boutique should 
we go ahead with another Quilt Show.  

The full program for our 2025-2026 guild year is posted on our DTQG website. There are six 
meetings with guest speakers and three with member presentations.  

Looking forward to seeing everyone on Zoom starting at 6:45 pm for our March 9th meeting.   

Happy quilting, 

Gail L., Program Convener 

 

 

Quilt Block of the Month Convener  
Diane W.  
 
Let’s thank our Lucky Stars that the winter is almost over!  That means that your quilted blocks 
should almost be completed.  I continue to hear from several members that they are a little 
behind with their actual quilting.  Don’t fret. There is still time! 
 
I will be away for the March meeting on a work trip so I am going to shuffle the schedule a little 
and have this be the catch up month instead.  As such, there is no draw for March and we will 

have one at the April meeting when we are back together in person  
 
If you have found a favourite motif, feel free to stick with that.  Don’t forget you can always 
reference prior newsletters for the YouTube videos if you haven’t had a chance to get some 
great ideas. 
 
Happy Quilting! 
Diane 
 

 
​
Zoom Crew – Things to talk about when with acquaintances : )  

1)​ The Weather : ) 
2)​ What is for dinner : ) 
3)​ How is your current project going? 



 

During Zoom Sew Sessions we often have creative conversations.  We NEVER talk about 
Politics or Religion… we are a happy Quilting Group. 

Zoom Crew Correspondent, Jacqueline 

 
 
Show and Share Convener  
Patricia K.  

 
As it’s been a cold winter many members have 
been very busy making quilts which was reflected in 
February‘s Show and Share. Congratulations to 
Margaret F. who won the draw. Your prize will be 
available at our next in-person meeting. We will 
return to in-person Show & Share at April’s meeting 
therefore our March meeting will be our last Zoom 
meeting. Pictures need to be submitted by 6pm, 
March 6th, 2026 to: dtqgshownshare@gmail.com. I 
will send a confirmation email to you by noon, 
March 7th. 
 
Regards, 
Patricia K. 
Show & Share Convenor 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Community Outreach Team  
Team Members: Kate H., Lyne M., Carolyn L., Sharon L., Diane W. & Dorothy M.  
 
The days are getting longer! We are almost done the Zoom portion of the guild year. If anyone is 
looking for a top to assemble, quilt or bind, please reach out to Kate H., and I will get something 
ready for you to pick up. Please remember to complete the tag portion on any of our kits. 
Measurements are especially helpful, and remember, no straight pins! 

A reminder of our current programs for this year: 

●​ Community Care – Meals on Wheels Placemats :   12” x 16” is the preferred 
completed size 

●​ Comfy Cases Pillowcases (hot dog type are super easy)  
●​ Quilts of Valour: We will gladly accept completed tops with binding, and completed 

quilts on their behalf. Ensure they meet their size criteria (minimum size 50 x 70, 
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maximum size 60 x 80) and include binding fabric with your quilt top. For more 
information on the Quilts of Valour program, visit their website: 
https://www.quiltsofvalour.ca 

●​ Quilts for Survivors: We will accept quilt tops with binding on your behalf. They have 
no minimum or maximum sizes, however, they do have specific criteria about the types 
of fabric patterns they would like in the quilt tops created for the Survivors. For 
information on that, please visit their website at https://www.quiltsforsurvivors.ca check 
out their ‘contribute’ page for details. 

●​ The Pregnancy Help Centre has asked for flannel receiving blankets and bibs if you 
have some time to make either of these, we will make the delivery. We support them with 
quilts as well, and they are so very grateful  for the beautiful items they receive from us.  

●​ Lakeridge Health NICU unit is looking for isolette covers and flannel receiving blankets 
as well. The size they are looking for is roughly 40” x 44”. We will facilitate a drop off 
after the October meeting. As a mom of a preemie baby born at LHO, I know firsthand 
how well these are cherished.   

If you are participating in a declutter challenge and cleaning your sewing room, we will always 
accept neutral yardage to go along with the wonderful fabric donations we have on hand.  

Some members often make completed quilts which is totally awesome and we love those. 
Please ensure your name and the size of the quilt is provided when you hand it in at the 
meeting. Ask for a label anytime at the meeting. Ideally, labels should be sewn into the binding 
before handing in to us.  

We look forward to seeing everyone in person in April, and virtually at the March meeting! 

Community Outreach Team 

 

Workshop Convener  
Grace R.  
 

We had 16 ladies at our February Fidget workshop. We completed 10 fidget quilts with some 
going home to be completed and returned. There was a lot of laughter, discovering new ways to 
add items that you would not normally put on a quilt. Thank you to Angie S. for your boxes of 
100's of items we could use to put onto the quilts and Jacqueline for sharing ways to construct 
the quilts.  

We are having a UFO Gala Day to work on your quilt[s] or to unearth that UFO that is hiding in 
your cupboard and needs to have work on it too. It is on April 11th, at Rundle Park Community 
Center, 241 Park South in Oshawa,  [entrance to parking lot off of Burk St.} beginning at 9 am 
and ending at 4 pm. Bringing your lunch, a mug and snack to share is optional. Cost is still 
$15.00 with a minimum of 18 and a maximum of 25 participants. The registration form will be on 
the website and I ask that you please pay as soon as possible after registering via e transfer as 
we must pay for the venue on  April 6th. Registration will be closed on April 5th.  

Your workshop convenor,  

Grace R.   
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Fidget Quilt Workshop - 2026 Feb 7​
Write up: From a participant  

Thirteen excited quilters gathered together on a bitterly cold Feb 7 morning.  We were all very 
happy to work on Fidget Quilts.  Doors opened at 9, and we quickly got to work.  Both Grace 
and Angie gave helpful tips and ideas along the way.  We were eager to help those with 
Alzheimer's and Dementia have something to occupy their hands while in the nursing homes. 
We brought our sewing machines, backing fabric, iron on fleece, lace ribbon, zippers, etc.  
There was a lovely snack table with wonderful goodies. We all provided our own lunches.  
Which I feel is a great way to address dietary concerns.  Once everyone finishes their projects 
we will have over 13 fidget quits to hand in.  Patricia was even able to complete 2 in the given 
timeframe!  
The day wrapped up by leaving the hall top notch clean. 

 



 



 

 
 
 

 
 
Upcoming Quilt Shows 
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​

The Orillia Quilters' Guild is thrilled to announce our upcoming show the Sunshine Quilt Show.  
This event will be held on Friday May 8 & Saturday 9, 2026 at ODAS Park. This new location 

has plenty of space for our show, is wheelchair accessible and has lots of parking. It is located 
just to the west of Orillia at 4500 Fairgrounds Road, Severn. 

  
The show features quilt exhibits, a vendor’s mall, guild boutique and refreshments. Orillia Quilt 

Quilters’ Guild members have an opportunity to show off their talents at the Sunshine Quilt 
Show as well as showcase the community outreach done by the Guild.  The raffle prizes are 

donated by the Guild and the proceeds from the raffle will go to Mariposa House Hospice. 
 

 



 

Advertising  
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