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Vacant Property Checklist  

 

Ongoing Property Care During Probate 

When a home becomes vacant during probate, it does not pause in its need for care or attention. Even 

though the property may not be actively lived in, it continues to be exposed to the same environmental 

conditions, seasonal changes, and potential risks as any occupied home. In fact, in some cases, vacant 

properties can require even more consistent oversight because issues are less likely to be noticed quickly. 

This is why ongoing property care becomes an important part of the probate process whenever real 

estate is involved. The goal is not to make major changes or investments, but to ensure the home 

remains stable, secure, and protected until final decisions are made. 

 

Why Vacant Homes Require Attention 

Vacant properties are more vulnerable to certain types of issues because they are not being regularly 

used or monitored on a daily basis. Small problems that might normally be noticed right away in an 

occupied home can go undetected for longer periods of time. 

This delay in detection can allow minor issues to develop into larger and more expensive repairs if they 

are not addressed early. For this reason, even basic awareness and periodic checks can make a significant 

difference in maintaining the condition of the property. 

Understanding this early helps protect the estate’s value and reduces the risk of unexpected expenses 

later in the process. 

 

Key Areas That Require Monitoring 

Several areas of a vacant property are especially important to monitor during probate. Security is one of 

the primary concerns, including ensuring that doors, windows, and entry points remain properly secured 

and that there are no signs of unauthorized access. 

Seasonal weather conditions also play a major role in property condition. Snow, rain, heat, and freezing 

temperatures can all impact the home differently depending on the time of year, and unaddressed 

weather-related issues can lead to damage over time. 

Mechanical systems such as plumbing, heating, and cooling should also be monitored to ensure they 

remain in working condition. Problems such as leaks, frozen pipes, or system failures can escalate quickly 

if not identified early. 

In addition, the general exterior condition of the property—including roofing, gutters, landscaping, and 

drainage—should be observed to ensure there are no developing issues that could affect the structure or 

appearance of the home. 



 

City code enforcement and HOA requirements 

It's also important to stay ahead of city code enforcement and HOA requirements. Many municipalities—

including those throughout Macomb County—have property maintenance ordinances that require lawns 

to be maintained, sidewalks cleared, and the exterior of the home kept in good condition. Likewise, 

homeowners associations may issue violation notices or assess fines for issues such as overgrown 

landscaping, neglected exteriors, or failure to comply with community standards. Addressing these items 

proactively helps protect the estate from unnecessary expenses and complications. 

 

Importance of Routine Checks 

One of the most effective ways to protect a vacant property during probate is through consistent, routine 

checks. These do not need to be complex or time-consuming, but they should be regular enough to 

identify potential issues early. 

Even simple visual inspections can provide valuable insight into whether the property is being 

maintained properly or if something requires attention. The purpose is to stay ahead of problems rather 

than reacting after damage has already occurred. 

This type of ongoing awareness helps maintain stability throughout the probate process and supports 

better long-term outcomes for the estate. 

 

Key Takeaway 

Vacant properties require steady, ongoing attention during probate to ensure they remain protected and 
in good condition. By monitoring key areas such as security, weather exposure, mechanical systems, and 
exterior maintenance, families can significantly reduce the risk of costly issues developing while the 

estate is still being settled.            Free Probate Home Value Report 

 

➜ Continue Reading: Probate Home Value Guide 
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