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Utilities & Expenses Guide  

 

Understanding Ongoing Costs 

One of the most overlooked aspects of managing a probate property is the ongoing cost of simply 

keeping the home in place while the estate is being settled. Even when a property is not occupied and no 

one is actively living in it, many of the standard expenses associated with homeownership typically 

continue without interruption. 

These ongoing costs can quietly accumulate over time, and if they are not monitored and tracked, they 

can have a meaningful impact on the overall value of the estate. Understanding these obligations early in 

the process helps create financial clarity and prevents unexpected issues later on. 

 

What Expenses Typically Continue 

In most probate situations, several categories of expenses remain active throughout the process 

regardless of whether the property is occupied. 

Utility services such as electricity, gas, water, and sewer often remain necessary to maintain basic 

functionality and protect the home from damage. Even in vacant properties, some level of utility usage is 

usually required to keep systems operational or to prevent issues such as freezing pipes or system failure. 

In addition to utilities, homeowner’s insurance typically remains in place and is a critical component of 

protecting the estate’s primary asset. Property taxes also continue to accrue based on the local tax 

schedule, and these obligations remain tied to the property regardless of occupancy status. 

If the property is part of a homeowner’s association or condominium association, HOA dues will 

generally continue as well. These fees are contractual obligations and must be maintained to avoid 

penalties or additional complications. 

 

Why Monitoring Expenses Matters 

While each individual expense may seem manageable on its own, the combined total of ongoing costs 

can become significant over time. This is especially true in probate cases where the process may take 

several months or longer to complete. 

Without proper tracking, it can become difficult to understand the true cost of holding the property 

during probate. This can lead to confusion when reviewing estate finances or making decisions about 

whether to continue maintaining the property or move toward a sale. 

Keeping clear records of these expenses helps ensure transparency and allows the Personal 

Representative and family members to make informed decisions based on accurate financial information. 



 

Maintaining Financial Control During Probate 

One of the key goals during this stage is maintaining control and awareness over estate-related spending. 

This does not necessarily require complex accounting, but it does require consistency in reviewing bills, 

statements, and ongoing obligations. 

By staying organized with utility accounts, insurance documentation, tax notices, and HOA 

communications, families can avoid surprises and maintain a clear picture of the estate’s financial 

position throughout the probate process. 

This level of awareness also supports better planning when it comes time to make decisions about the 

property, especially if selling or transferring the home becomes part of the estate strategy. 

 

Key Takeaway 

Even when a property is vacant during probate, ongoing expenses such as utilities, insurance, taxes, and 

HOA dues typically continue. Tracking and understanding these costs early helps protect the estate 

financially and ensures there are no unexpected obligations later in the process.            Free Probate Home 

Value Report 

 

➜ Continue Reading: Estate Sale, Donation & Cleanout Guide  
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