& BROOKSTONE PROBATE LIBRARY™
Mortgage, Insurance & HOA During Probate

Keeping Property Accounts Active and Protected

During probate, one of the most important realities to understand is that financial obligations tied to a
property do not pause simply because the owner has passed away. A home that is part of an estate
continues to carry responsibilities such as mortgage payments, insurance coverage, property taxes, and
any applicable HOA or condominium dues. These obligations remain active throughout the probate
process and must be monitored carefully to protect the estate.

While this can feel overwhelming at first, the goal of this stage is not to add pressure—it is to ensure the
property remains protected and in good standing while the legal process moves forward. Proper
management of these accounts helps prevent unnecessary financial loss, penalties, or complications that
could affect the eventual sale or transfer of the property.

Mortgage Responsibilities During Probate

If there is an existing mortgage on the property, it is generally required that payments continue during
the probate process. The mortgage does not automatically pause or disappear when the estate enters
probate, and maintaining the loan in good standing is an important responsibility of the estate.

In many cases, it is also important to notify the lender that the property is part of a probate estate. This
communication helps ensure that the account is properly updated in their system and can prevent
misunderstandings regarding ownership status or payment handling.

Some lenders may request documentation such as Letters of Authority or court filings confirming the
Personal Representative’s role. This is a normal part of the process and is used to ensure that the correct
individual is authorized to manage the account on behalf of the estate.

Keeping the mortgage current is especially important because missed payments can lead to fees, credit
issues for the estate, or in extreme cases, foreclosure proceedings that complicate the probate process.

Homeowner’s Insurance and Vacant Property Coverage

Homeowner’s insurance is another critical component that must be reviewed early in probate. In many
cases, insurance policies are originally written for owner-occupied homes, and coverage terms may
change if the property becomes vacant or unoccupied for an extended period of time.

It is important to contact the insurance provider as soon as the probate process begins or as soon as
occupancy changes. The insurer will typically review the situation and determine whether any
adjustments are needed to maintain proper coverage.



In some cases, the policy may require a vacant property endorsement or similar modification to ensure
the home remains fully protected. This is particularly important because vacant homes can carry
different risk factors, including weather-related damage, water issues, or security concerns.

Maintaining proper insurance coverage throughout probate is essential. Without appropriate coverage in
place, the estate may be exposed to financial risk if damage or loss occurs during this period.

HOA and Condominium Obligations

If the property is part of a homeowner’s association (HOA) or condominium association, those
obligations will typically continue during probate as well. This includes regular monthly or annual dues,
as well as any applicable assessments or fees required under the association’s rules.

It is important to remain current with these payments to avoid penalties, late fees, or potential liens
being placed against the property. HOA-related issues can become particularly important during probate
because they may directly impact the ability to sell or transfer the property later in the process.

In some cases, it may also be helpful to notify the association that the property is part of an estate. This
can help ensure that correspondence and billing are directed appropriately and that any questions
regarding occupancy or maintenance expectations are clearly understood.

Why These Responsibilities Matter

Mortgage, insurance, and HOA obligations are not just routine bills—they directly impact the financial
condition of the estate and the long-term ability to manage or sell the property effectively. When these
accounts are properly maintained, the property remains in good standing and avoids unnecessary
complications during the probate process.

On the other hand, missed payments or overlooked policy requirements can create avoidable delays,
additional costs, or legal issues that may complicate the estate administration.

For this reason, these responsibilities are considered a key part of early probate management and should
be reviewed and organized as soon as possible.

Key Takeaway

During probate, property-related financial obligations continue as normal and must be actively managed.
Keeping mortgage payments current, ensuring insurance coverage is properly updated for occupancy
status, and maintaining HOA dues are all essential steps in protecting the estate and preserving the value
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