Discipline Policy

My philosophy is that discipline should be used to teach children.  I will work with parents to determine the cause of misbehavior and deal with it positively if the need arises.

Discipline in my home will be:
1)  Individualized and consistent for each child
2) Appropriate to the child’s level of understanding; and
3) Directed toward teaching the child acceptable behavior and self-control.

I will only use positive means of discipline and guidance that promote self-esteem, self-control, and self-direction, appropriate to the development level of each child, which include:

1) Getting eye level with the child and stating clear, positive expectations
2) Redirection.  The provider will remove the child from the situation and have them focus on a different activity.
3) Giving choices
4) Problem solving
5) If your child poses harm to themselves, the provider, others in the providers care, or property, they will “rest their bodies”, for one minute per age, away from others.
Time outs will not be used for children under 3 years of age. 

I will in no way physically harm a child through physical or corporal punishment including spanking.  I will not restrict a child’s movement in any way.  I will not inflict mental or emotional abuse to children including shaming, threatening, or by making derogatory remarks.  I will not deprive a child of meals, snacks, rest, or toilet use or confine a child in an enclosed area as means to discipline a child even if you request for me to do any of the above.

I reserve the right to suspend or terminate care if your child(ren) continually misbehaves or poses a threat to others or property.

You are not permitted to punish your child in my home.

I am a mandated reporter and must report any signs of abuse that I may observe to the proper authorities.

Please initial and date the discipline policy.  By doing so, you have read and fully understand the discipline policy.
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