21 DAY DEVOTIONAL

Sandcastle
Views
Having faith as a child
In the next few pages you will find a 21 day devotional
which came out of my desire to understand the mind of
Christ. Each day as I sat with Father God, He gave me a
picture and a nugget of revelation walking with Him as
a child. It was visionary, experiential and real.
To you, dear reader, the revelation will come as you put
yourself in each of these short vignettes and meditate
and pray. I don’t necessarily hand it to you. It is there
for you to mine. Suffice it to say... the child in this
story is the child in all of us who desires to experience
the love of Our Heavenly Father.
So, come along with me on this treasure hunt!

Day 1 - The Mind of Christ
For who has known the mind and purposes of the Lord, so as to
instruct Him? But we have the mind of Christ [to be guided by His
thoughts and purposes]. 1 Corinthians 2:16 AMP
Those who have the Holy Spirit now possess the perceptions of Christ’s
mind and can accomplish his purposes on earth.The first step is
understanding and recognizing that we have the mind of Christ. We
have it because the Holy Spirit dwells in us. Holy Spirit guides and
communicates with us the perceptions, thinking, judgments, feelings of
Christ.....
I am squatting down to pick up a seashell along the waters edge, the
water gently lapping at my toes.
“What are you thinking”, I ask. It’s a question to ask everyday, multiple
times throughout the day. It actually should be the pursuit of my day…
to know what He is thinking. I look up at Him. He is smiling at me, and
I am hoping it is because he is pleased with my question, but I realize it
is probably none of that.
“You are so beautiful. In that moment, you came to me like a child,
inquisitive, happy just to find a shell on the seashore. You see, it’s the
innocence, the childlike heart that is always questions. The child that
likes to play in the sand and find seashells. Come along, little one. Let’s
begin this journey. You’ve got a good start.”

Day 2 - Listening

We have not received the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what
God has freely given us. 1 Corinthians 2:12 BSB
The little girl picks up the conch shell and puts it to her
ear. She listens and a smile of wonder comes upon her
face. She looks at her father in amazement. Then she
hands it to him for him to listen. He does the same and
then hands it back to her. Back and forth they share
this same conch shell, listening with amazement at its
mystery of sounds. They sit on the beach watching the
waves roll in, and then the little girl goes off to play in
the sand. But she always comes back to the conch shell,
picks it up and puts it to her ear to listen. The smile of

wonder crosses her face. And again she hands it to her
father to listen too. Their eyes connect in these
moments and something more happens, deeper. There
is a connection between the little girl and her father
that is established. A deeper connection that comes
from sharing the wonder and amazement found in that
shell. A connection that can only be formed because
they gave attention to this seemingly insignificant
pleasure. This connection created in the midst of the
busyness of their lives has so great a value that it carries
them both through trials and even crisis. All because
they both stopped to listen.

Day 3 - Treasures
This is why the Scriptures say: Things never discovered or heard of
before, things beyond our ability to imagine — these are the many things
God has in store for all his lovers. 1 Corinthians 2:9 TPT
but just as it is written [in Scripture], “Things which the eye has not seen
and the ear has not heard, And which have not entered the heart of man,
All that God has prepared for those who love Him [who hold Him in
affectionate reverence, who obey Him, and who gratefully recognize the
benefits that He has bestowed].” 1 Corinthians 2:9 AMP
The little girl is digging in the sand. She uses her hands, not even having a
shovel, to find what she is searching for, that hidden treasure buried long
ago. She knows it’s there and she wants to find it. She has purposed to do
this with the determination found rarely in a child. She looks up to find her
father looking at her as she digs. Little does she realize what he has in store
for her. He takes her by the hand and lifts her up. He’s her daddy and
though determined as she was, her focus is now turned and fixed on him as
she wraps her arms around his neck and buries her head in his shoulder.
Oh how she loves her daddy.
He turns and takes a few steps, and there to behold is a most beautiful sand
castle. It is truly a work of art, a treasure to be sought after. He prepared it
for her with care. And now she with a cry of great joy, dances about it,
exploring its nooks and crannies, it’s towers and pinnacles. She looks at it
in amazement and then back at her daddy in wonder.
“I love you Daddy!”

Day 4 - Foundations
For while I was with you I was determined to be consumed
with one topic—Jesus, the crucified Messiah. 1 Corinthians
2:2 TPT
After all, who can really see into a person’s heart and know
his hidden impulses except for that person’s spirit? So it is
with God. His thoughts and secrets are only fully
understood by his Spirit, the Spirit of God. 1 Corinthians
2:11
The two sit in the sand by the sandcastle, the child hardly
believing the great treasure that sits before her. He explains
to her how he built it just for her and she claps her hands in
joy.
“Can we take it home?”
“No my dear, we cannot.”
Her face droops. He looks at her with a smile.
“If we took it home, it would crumble and fall apart. But no
worries, there are many other sand castles that I can build
for you. So let’s just enjoy this one while we are here. Don’t

forget, there is always the best castle which doesn’t crumble
and fall apart… that is your home.
She smiles at this, thinking about the sand castles to come,
the one in front of her, and the best one, which is her home.
The little girl and her father continue to sit and talk and
build sand castles in the sand. He demonstrates to her how
to build a foundation, how to add towers and walls and
shells for decoration. She has so much fun doing this, but
most of all, she just loves being with her daddy.

Day 5 - Why?
We also speak of these things, not in words taught or supplied by
human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining and
interpreting spiritual thoughts with spiritual words [for those
being guided by the Holy Spirit]. 1 Corinthians 2:13 AMP
As the two sit on the beach, building more castles in the sand, the
little girl happily chatters away. She asks many questions, and her
father answers them patiently, enjoying her inquisitive mind. She
runs back and forth to the ocean to get water for the moats around
the castle, and soon they have made an island for the castle to sit
on. There is great enjoyment and peace as they work together.
Then she asks a very simple question…. “Why?”
It is the greatest of all questions because as simple as it is it actually
is very deep, because it goes to the very heart of the motivation of
her father. It begins the sentence of most every question she asks
“why.”
And the answer is always the same, “because I love you.”
And in that moment, something sinks deep inside the little girl, and
she understands that no matter what her father does, even if it
seems opposite to her experience and expectations, he does it
because he loves her. It’s this simple confidence of childlike faith
that carries her through life.

Day 6 - Work

Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the
garden of Eden to tend and keep it. Genesis 2:15
NKJV
The little girl is standing with her sand shovel looking at
the sand castle that she had made with her father. She
was very happy with how it turned out. It was great fun
to build the castle even though it took time and effort.
Her father was very patient with her and showed her
many things as they built it, even though it was a simple
structure, made of just sand and water.
She now understands the principles of working together
and having a plan and purpose. This gives her great joy
as she turns and skips back down to the oceans edge.

Day 7 - Perspective
Stop imitating the ideals and opinions of the culture around
you, but be inwardly transformed by the Holy Spirit
through a total reformation of how you think. This will
empower you to discern God’s will as you live a beautiful
life, satisfying and perfect in his eyes. Romans 12:2 TPT

The little girl watches her father. She does this often because
what he does is so intriguing. The way he creates, the way he
talks, the things he does are different from everyone else.
She wants to be like him, so she watches every day to see
what he does. She tries to imitate his manners and his
speech. Sometimes it doesn’t work out so well, but bit by bit
she is able to do as he does.

Fix your
attention on
God

As they sit making sand castles, he gently forms the tower,
lightly tapping the top to flatten it. The little girl tries the
same but instead of flattening just the whole top, the
complete tower is flattened. Frustrated and crying, she goes
to her daddy, feeling like she failed.
“But not at all,” says he to her, “this is just an opportunity to
create something new.” So he goes about the work of
building with her a whole new section for the castle that was
bigger and better than the first.
The result is magnificent and largely due to the mistake she
made and a whole new perspective and design has come
about. She loves him all the more for this, if that were even
possible.

Day 8
So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take
your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating,
going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it
before God as an offering. Embracing what God does
for you is the best thing you can do for him. Don’t
become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit
into it without even thinking. Instead, fix your
attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside
out. Readily recognize what he wants from you, and
quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you,
always dragging you down to its level of immaturity,
God brings the best out of you, develops well-formed
maturity in you. Romans 12:1-2 MSG
Having the mind of Christ and renewing your mind
involves being thankful for what God has done and
fixing your attention on Him.
The father picks up the little girl under her arms and
swings her around in a wide circle. The little girl laughs
with great glee and asks him to do it again and again
until they are both quite dizzy and fall on the sand in
one big hug.

Day 9
How blessed you are when people insult and persecute
you and speak all kinds of cruel lies about you because of
your love for me!Matthew 5:11 TPT
The little girl is sitting in the sand beside her father. They
are just enjoying each other’s company when some people
walk by and kick sand on them. This upsets the little girl
but her father is unaffected. He brushes the sand off the
little girl, gives her a hug, looks her in the eyes and
reminds her how much he loves her. In his love, she finds
peace and the incident is quickly forgotten.

Day 10 - His Care
I’m speaking to you out of deep gratitude for all that
God has given me, and especially as I have
responsibilities in relation to you. Living then, as every
one of you does, in pure grace, it’s important that you
not misinterpret yourselves as people who are bringing
this goodness to God. No, God brings it all to you. The
only accurate way to understand ourselves is by what
God is and by what he does for us, not by what we are
and what we do for him. Romans 12:3 MSG
See yourself through the eyes of faith, from God’s
perspective. We are His and He loves us with an
everlasting love.
The little girl comes running back to her daddy who is
sitting on the sand watching her. She is soaking wet and
chilly, having just come from playing in the water. He
wraps a sun warmed towel around her and dries her off.
She quickly warms up under his care. The sun dries her
hair and the curly ringlets soon pop back in. Tired from
her play she lays down on the beach towel spread out
before her and quickly falls asleep, knowing that all the
while, her daddy watches over her. It matters not what
else is going on around her. She is confident in his care,
because she is his daughter.

Day 11 - The Song
For the sense and reason of the flesh is death, but the
mind-set controlled by the Spirit finds life and peace.
Romans 8:6 TPT
The little girl is dancing on the beach. It is a dance to the
sound of the waves and the wind. She has this song in her
head that moves her body, and lifts her spirit. It’s not a
song of the world, but it is a song of the Spirit. It is a joy
filled, happy, song full of peace. It’s a song of love fueled by
the love of her daddy. It’s her happy dance and her happy
place. No one can take this song from her. It is hers. Even
when she is faced with challenges or threats and trials, this
song plays in her mind and carries her through.
The song becomes her identity, and as she grows older and
matures, the song becomes more powerful and forceful.
Others can almost hear her song becomes it exudes from
her life, her words and her actions.
It’s a song of deliverance, healing and salvation. When she
sings this song, the enemy runs and people come to Jesus.
So it is for those with the mind of Christ.

Day 12 - Protection
Keep me as the apple of Your eye; Hide me under the
shadow of Your wings, Psalms 17:8 NKJV
Protect me from harm; keep an eye on me as you would a
child who is reflected in the twinkling of your eye. Yes, hide
me within the shelter of your embrace, under your
outstretched wings. Psalms 17:8 TPT
The father intently watches his little girl as she plays in the
sand. His eye is always on her. He never misses a step that
she takes. When she is close to him, he reaches out his hand
to smooth her wild curls snd then lightly kisses her on her
forehead. Sometimes the little girl gets lost in her play but
then she feels her father’s eye upon her, turns her head and
runs back to him.
Snd he is always there, waiting for her, arms open wide.
She runs to him and nestles in his arms.

Day 13 - Obedience
For God intended that your faith not be established on man’s
wisdom but by trusting in his almighty power.
1 Corinthians 2:5 TPT
“It’s time to leave.”
The father says this to the little girl as she is happily playing
in the sand. She looks up questioning, but then dutifully
starts to gather up her buckets and shovels snd her beach
towel.
She looks up at her daddy. “I am ready.”
Admittedly to herself, she is not happy to go. She loves the
beach, playing in the snd building sandcastles with her
father. But it gives her much greater pleasure to do what he
asks her to do. He scoops her up and hugs her, for of course,
he knows ALL of this. But her willingness to obey causes him
to smile upon her. So just because he loves her, he carries
her, sand buckets and shovels snd all back to their car to
drive home. Snd in that spot she soon falls asleep resting in
the knowledge that her daddy always takes care of her.

Day 14 - His Emotion

My darling, you are so lovely! You are beauty itself to
me. Your passionate eyes are like gentle doves. Song
of Songs 1:15 TPT

As they drive away from the beach, the father looks over
at his daughter as she sleeps. A tear falls from his eye as
he is overcome by emotion for her. His love is that great
that it wells up inside of him and flows out. It is an
indescribable, fierce love. She is so precious in his sight.

The little girl, unaware of his gaze, sleeps peacefully,
knowing that her father watches over her and will get her
home safely. And so they travel on this long journey we
call life.

Day 15 - Trust
Don’t be pulled in different directions or worried about a thing. Be saturated in prayer throughout each day, offering your
faith-filled requests before God with overflowing gratitude. Tell him every detail of your life, then God’s wonderful peace
that transcends human understanding, will guard your heart and mind through Jesus Christ. Philippians 4:6-7 TPT
Along the drive, she wakes up, rubbing the sleep from her eyes. For a while, she just sits quietly enjoying the drive and the
presence of her father who is so close to her. She is confident he knows the way and will get her there safely. Then she
begins to talk. She tells him about the beach and how much fun it was, about the sandcastles and the surf. It was a
wonderful time and she thanks him for taking her to it and ends with, “I love you Daddy.”
Then she looks up at him and smiles, “Where are we going?”
He explains that it is a special treat for her, something she has dreamed about and longed for. The child searches her mind
and heart for what that might be.
”You will see. Just trust me.”
She sits back in her seat and rests in that thought for a moment. Again, her confidence rises up and she begins her chatter,
but this time about the place they are going. She asks questions like how long will it take to get there, and who else will be
there, and do I need special clothes. But all He tells her is it is all taken care of.
“Remember when I showed you how to build sandcastles? Just keep that in mind.”
From her experience she knows he is not going to say much more about this, so she starts to recall in her mind the process.
She reviews it over and over again, and asks him questions about it. These questions he is more than happy to answer. And
with these thoughts, she contents herself.

Day 16 - The Storm

You will keep in perfect and constant
peace the one whose mind is
steadfast [that is, committed and
focused on You—in both inclination
and character], Because he trusts
and takes refuge in You [with hope
and confident expectation]. Isaiah
26:3 AMP
As they drive, it begins to rain. It is a
slow rain at first, but then the skies
grow darker snd the rain pounds
harder on the windshield. Lightning
cracks the sky. The little girl looks
over at her father. He is intent on
driving but looks at her with a smile.
She realizes that he is not worried or concerned, despite the deluge. In that moment she makes a decision. That must be
the way to respond to such a situation, and she decides to do the same. Nestled in her seat, she sings a happy song about
rain and how it causes things to grow. Her father joins her in the song and great joy fills the atmosphere of the car.

Day 17 - The Dance
My fellow believers, when it seems as though you are facing nothing but difficulties, see it as an invaluable
opportunity to experience the greatest joy that you can! James (Jacob) 1:2 TPT
In a deep dark valley, the father stops the vehicle along the road. Even though it is still pouring down raining, he gets
out, goes to the the girl’s door and opens it. She gets out with a big question,
“Why?”
“I love you. I want to teach you something.”
They walk a little ways, the father never letting go of her hand. As the walk, they get wetter and wetter, and the sky
becomes even more overcast. However, the path they walk is well lit by the father.
The little girl, still not understanding, becomes downcast because she’s wet and cold. When her father stops walking,
she is thankful hoping they will go back to the warm dry vehicle. Then the father does something unusual. He takes
both of her hands and begins to dance. In that place of darkness and rain, he teaches the little girl how to dance. At
first she cannot stops thinking how cold and wet she is, but as she turns her focus on him and, tending to his
instruction, she learns how to dance. As they dance, he draws her closer and she forgets about the rain. It’s all about
the dance and the intimacy she has with her father. No longer downcast, she lifts her head to the sky, and drinks in
the rain.
In that moment another amazing thing happens, the sky bursts open and the sun pours down upon these two dancers.
The valley is illuminated and she can see the beauty, the vibrancy and, life that is there. Great joy wells up in her
heart.

Day 18 - Splash!
And one called out to another, saying, “Holy, Holy,
Holy is the Lord of hosts; The whole earth is filled with
His glory.” Isaiah 6:3 AMP
It’s forever about the dance. It’s a dance that doesn’t
end. The cadence is from heaven and the song from the
angels. ”Holy! Holy! Holy!” they cry.
The little girl’s toe touches the water in a puddle and her
foot follows after. It’s as if she is a ballerina on point,
but then the other foot comes splashing in. Then she
finds it… the joy of splashing in a puddle, a splash dance
if you will.
She looks at a father. ”Daddy, I am so glad you have
brought me to this place. “
And she returns to splashing in the water until she is out
of breath. The father laughs heartily.
If one were to peer down from above, they would only
see a dark , cloudy valley, and a very small speck of light.
But to these two, it is a bright, beautiful day.

Day 19 - The Path
“My child, will you treasure my wisdom? Then, and
only then, will you acquire it. And only if you
accept my advice and hide it within will you
succeed.” Proverbs 2:1 TPT
As they walk back to their vehicle, he says this to
her. He speaks to her not as if she wouldn’t
understand, but to one who has understanding and
wisdom. He speaks to her as a father to a child, a
child who listens and obeys. She is his daughter,
and he treats her with much love and honor.
He grants her wisdom in every circumstance that she encounters. And because she trusts him, she greatly values
the wisdom he imparts to her.
As they walk, she takes his hand. She never strays far from her papa. His company is her great delight. As they
walk, lightning still cracks the sky and the rain slows to a few gentle drops. This is her happy place… walking
beside him.
The path they are on is fairly smooth, softened by the moss under their feet. Occasionally they come across a root,
a rock or a fallen tree. When they do, the father gently lifts the girl up and over the obstacle, and they resume
walking. It is in these times that she is especially thankful, quickly resuming her grasp of his hand. For she knows
that wisdom is found in walking closely beside him.

Day 20 - Open Doors
“My child, never drift off course from these two goals
for your life: to walk in wisdom and to discover your
purpose. Don’t ever forget how they empower you.”
Proverbs 3:21 TPT
They are now standing beside the vehicle when the
father says this to the child. They have followed the
path to the vehicle, the doors to the vehicle are wide
open and they are both about to get in. They are
looking keenly at each other and there is a cross
examination between them. The little girl realizes
this is a very important moment in her life and she
purposely stores these words in her heart. It’s a
wistful moment, not wanting it to end, but yet eager
to move forward. She waits for his next words.
“You know, I always love you.”
There is nothing more important to the little girl than
this, her daddy’s love. And no matter how many
times he tells her this, each time is very precious to
her. So with this confidence in her heart, she gets in
the vehicle and settles in her seat beside him.

Day 21 - The Quest

What’s on
Your mind?
As she settles in her seat beside her poppa, she realizes
several things. Looking out the window, she sees that the
path to this vehicle was not the same one they took to
leave it. She had been purposely led a different way. And
in fact, the vehicle is not the same, nor the seat she now
has settled into. She looks at her father, out the window,
then at the inside of the place she now sits. Having been
so focused on her father, and the words he spoke she
wasn’t really paying much attention to these details. She
was just following and enjoying him. But it was all
different.

But that was not all. Looking at herself, her clothes were
different, her hair, and her face. She had grown. She still
possessed that heart of a child, but she had gained some
maturity and understanding. She was not the same little
girl who had left the vehicle.
Her poppa was different too. Yes, he was definitely the
same, but she now saw him from a different perspective
and angle. The light shown on him and she could see
something of his character she had not seen before. This
amazed her more than all else. Because having such a
close relationship with him, she thought she knew him.
For a moment she just sat quietly, taking it all in. And
then she asked the question,
“What’s on Your mind?”

