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FAMILY PLANNING FORM
Front Yard & Backyard
Landscaping Decision Form
A practical form to help your family decide what the yard needs, wants and can realistically support.
	How to use: Complete this form together. Consider how the yard should function, how much maintenance the family can manage, and which features are essential versus optional.


 
1. Family and Property Snapshot
	Family / Household
	

	Property Address
	

	Date
	

	Project Area
	□ Front yard     □ Backyard     □ Both     □ Not sure

	Target Season
	


 
Why are we considering this project?
	□ Improve drainage or grading
	□ Create safer or easier access

	□ Replace worn or damaged features
	□ Add privacy or security

	□ Create outdoor living or dining space
	□ Make room for children or pets

	□ Reduce maintenance and upkeep
	□ Improve curb appeal or property value


 
What main problem or opportunity should the landscaping address?
2. Separate Our Needs from Our Wants
	Family rule: A need addresses drainage, safety, access, privacy, repair, erosion or essential yard function. A want improves appearance, comfort, convenience or enjoyment and may be adjusted if the budget changes.


 
Our needs
	Priority item
	Why it matters
	Who benefits?

	1. 
	
	

	2. 
	
	

	3. 
	
	


 
Our wants
	Priority item
	Why it matters
	Who benefits?

	1. 
	
	

	2. 
	
	

	3. 
	
	


 
Our shared priorities
	TOP 3 NEEDS
	TOP 3 WANTS

	1. 
	1. 

	2. 
	2. 

	3. 
	3. 


 
	□ We agree on the most important needs
	□ We know which wants can be removed


 
3. Compare the Main Choices
Compare how well each approach solves the real need, fits the budget and matches the family's desired maintenance level.
	□ Refresh the existing landscape

	Could cleanup, planting, lawn repair, edging, pruning or small improvements solve the main concerns?
Best reason: ____________________    Biggest concern: ____________________


 
	□ Add new outdoor features

	Would a patio, walkway, retaining wall, fence, garden, lighting or defined activity area meet the family's goals?
Best reason: ____________________    Biggest concern: ____________________


 
	□ Create a complete or phased yard redesign

	Would a coordinated plan for the front yard, backyard or both provide better long-term value than separate small projects?
Best reason: ____________________    Biggest concern: ____________________


 
Budget and feasibility check
	Comfortable Budget
	$

	Maximum Budget
	$

	Funding Plan
	□ Savings     □ Financing     □ Combination     □ Not decided

	Preferred Timing
	


 
	□ Property lines and underground utilities are considered
	□ Drainage, grading and soil conditions are considered

	□ Permits, approvals and professional advice are budgeted
	□ A contingency is included for site conditions or changes


 
4. Check the Family and Property Impact
How much impact can our family and property comfortably manage?
	Family impact
	Low
	Medium
	High

	Total cost
	□
	□
	□

	Construction and yard disruption
	□
	□
	□

	Ongoing maintenance
	□
	□
	□

	Seasonal timing
	□
	□
	□

	Impact on everyday outdoor use
	□
	□
	□


 
Are we ready to make a decision?
	□
	We can clearly describe the landscaping problem or opportunity.

	□
	We agree on the difference between our needs and wants.

	□
	The preferred plan supports how the family wants to use the property.

	□
	The cost and funding plan feel manageable.

	□
	The expected construction and yard disruption are acceptable.

	□
	Drainage, utilities, access, permits and property constraints have been considered.

	□
	We are prepared to adjust the wants or project scope if necessary.


 
5. Record Our Decision
Our decision today
	□ Proceed with the front yard
	□ Proceed with the backyard

	□ Proceed with both areas
	□ Use a phased landscaping plan

	□ Pause and gather more information
	□ The project is not right for us now


 
Main reason for our decision:

Questions we still need answered:

Our next three actions
	Next action
	Who will do it?
	Target date

	1. 
	
	

	2. 
	
	

	3. 
	
	


 
Family agreement
	Name / Initials
	

	Name / Initials
	

	Decision Review Date
	


 
	Planning reminder: This form is a family decision aid. Confirm property lines, utility locates, drainage, grading, permit, design, financial and construction requirements with qualified professionals before committing to the work.


 
Ready to explore the possibilities? On New Ground Inc. serves Peterborough, the Kawarthas and surrounding areas.

	705-772-0500  •  onnewground.ca
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