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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Saluting 50 Years of Grit, Guts, and Greatness… 
Ocala, Florida March 5, 2025 –The Institute of African American Golf History is excited to announce 
a celebratory event — featuring an exclusive tribute to Lee Elder’s 50th Anniversary of being the first 
African American to play in The Masters Tournament. 

The Historic African American Golf Celebration will take place at The Christian City of Praise in 
Augusta, Georgia on Sunday, April 6 at 4 PM— open to the public with complimentary admission.  

This event will also pay homage to— Pete Brown and Charlie Sifford, who never received an 
invitation to play in The Masters; Jim Dent and his legacy; the five African Americans who played in 
The Masters after Lee Elder shattered the color barrier in 1975; and the Augusta African American 
Caddies. 

“We are humbled and thrilled to present a unique commemorative experience showcasing the 
resilience and triumphs of great legends in golf,” says Ramona Harriet, Founder/CEO of the Institute 
of African American Golf History. “We aim to bring an explosion of facts and history.” 

Attendees can expect to hear from a list of esteemed guest speakers including Dr. Lester McCorn, 
President, Paine College; Dr. Tony Parker, Retired Historian, World Golf Hall of Fame; Renee 
Powell, Second African American LPGA Tour Member; Alex Pramenko, Partner, VIP Sports 
Marketing; and Don Rea, President, PGA of America.  

“Certainly, this occasion is special to me and has been on my mind for a long time,” commented 
Arthur Johnson, a presenter of this event. “I hope everyone attending will have a rewarding 
experience.”  

The Institute of African American Golf History is grateful to The Christian City of Praise, Pastor 
Kenneth Gainous, for being the host site and providing services to assist in making this event a 
success. 

And we are grateful to our emcee for this event, Jay Jefferies, local TV Personality and Chief 
Meteorologist. 

The Christian City of Praise is located at 1510 Halton Road, Augusta, Georgia 30909. 

This historic event is about creating emotional connections, memories, and knowledge of a cultural 
side of golf and American history. We invite the public to join us on April 6 and immerse themselves 
through an extraordinary 50-year journey of pride, purpose, perseverance, and passion. 

 

*** 

Institute of African American Golf History, also known as IAAGH, is dedicated to “Telling the Story, 
Teaching the History, Inspiring Our Youth, and Preserving the Legacy. Institute of African American 
Golf History is recognized by the Internal Revenue Service as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation. 
IAAGH is based in Ocala, Florida. For more information visit:  IAAGH.org 
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