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In CONGRESS, July 4, 1776.
A Declaration by the Representatives

of the United States of America,
in General Congress assembled.

W HEN, in the course of human events, it be-

comes necessary for one people to dissolve the

political bands which have connected them with

another, and to assume, among the powers of

the earth, the separate and equal station to which the laws of

nature and of nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to

the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare

the causes which impel them to the separation.
We hold these truths to be self-evident, That all menare

created equal; that they are endowed, by their Creator, with

certain unalienable rights; that among these arelife,liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness. That to secure these rights,

governments are instituted among men, deriving their just

powers from the consent of the governed; that whenever any

form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is
the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to insti-

tute new government, laying its foundation on such princi-

ples, and organizing its powers in such form, as to them

shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness.
Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long esta-
blished should not be changed for light and transient causes;

and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are

more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to

right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are

accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpa-
tions, pursuing invariably the same object, evinces a design
to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their right, it

is their duty, to throw off such government, and to provide
new guards for their future security. Such has been the pa-

tient sufferance of these colonies, and such is now the neces-

sity which constrains them to alter their former systems of go-

vernment. The history of the present King of Great-Britain

is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having
in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over

these states. To prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid

world.
He has refused his assent to laws, the most wholesome and

necessary for the public good.
He has forbidden his Governors to pass laws of immediate

and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation
till his assent should be obtained; and, when so suspended,

he has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation of

large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish
the right of representation in the legislature, a right inesti-

mable to them, and formidable to tyrants only.
He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual,

uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their pub-
lic records, for the sole purpose offatiguing them into com-

pliance with his measures.
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He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for op-

posing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the

people.
He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to

cause others to be elected; whereby the legislative powers,
incapable of annihilation, have returned to the people at

large for their exercise; the state remaining in the mean time

exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and con-

vulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these

states; for that purpose obstructing the laws for naturaliza-

tion of foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their

migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new appro-
priations of lands.

He has obstructed the administration of justice, by refusing
his assent to laws forestablishing judiciary powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his will alone, for the

tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their

salaries.
He has erected a multitudeof new offices, and sent hither

swarms of officers to harrass our people; and eat out their

substance.
He has kept among us, in timesof peace, standing armies,

without the consent of our legislatures.
He has affected to render the military independent of and

superior to the civil power.
He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisfiction

foreign toour constitution, and unacknowledgedby our laws;
giving his assent to their acts of pretended legislation.

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock trial, from punishment for

any murders which they should commit on the inhabitants of

these states:

For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world:

For imposing taxes on us without our consent:

For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of trial

by jury:
For transporting us beyond seas to betried for pretended

offences:
For abolishing the free system of English laws in a neigh-

bouring province, establishing, therein an arbitrary govern-

ment, and enlargingits boundaries, so as to render it at once

an example and fit instrument for introducing the same abso-

lute rule into these colonies:

For taking away our charters, abolishing our most valuable
laws, and altering fundamentally the formsof our govern-

ments:

For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring them-

selves invested with power to legislate for us inall cases

whatsoever.
He has abdicatedgovernmenthere, by declaring us outof

his protection and waging war against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt our

towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.
He is, at this time, transporting large armies of foreign

mercenaries to complete the works of death, desolation, and

tyranny, already begun with circumstances ofcruelty and

335



perfidyscarcely paralleled in themostbarbarous ages, and

totally unworthythehead of acivilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow citizens taken captive on the

high seas to bear arms against their country, to become the
executioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall them-

selves by their hands.
He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has

endeavoured to bringon the inhabitants of our frontiers the

merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare is an

undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.
In every stageof these oppressions we have petitioned for re-

dress in the most humble terms: Our repeated petitions have

been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince, whose
character is thus markedby every act which may define a ty-
rant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor havewe been wantingin attentions to our British bre-

thren. We have warned them from time to time of attempts
by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction
over us. We have remindedthem of the circumstances ofour
emigration and settlementhere. We have appealed to their na-

tive justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by
the tiesof our common kindred to disavow these usurpations,
which would inevitably interrupt our connexions and cor-

respondence. They toohave been deaf to the voiceof justice
andofconsanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the

necessity, which denounces our separation, and hold them,
as we hold the rest of mankind, enemies in war, inpeace,
friends.
We, therefore, the Representatives of the UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA, in GENERAL CONGRESS

assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for

the rectitude of our intentions, do, inthe name, and by au-
thority of the goodpeople of these colonies, solemnly publish
and declare, that these United Colonies are, and ofright

ought to be, FREEANDINDEPENDANT STATES; that
they are absol ved trom all allegiance tothe British Crown,
and that, all political connexion betweenthem and the state
of Great-Britain is and ought to be totally dissolved; and

that, as FREE AND INDEPENDANT STATES, they have full

power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish
commerce, and to do all other acts and things which INDE-

PENDANT STATES may of right do. And for the support
ofthis declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of

Divine Providence, we mutuallypledge to each other our

lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor.

Signed by orderandin BEHALFof CONGRESS,
JOHN HANCOCK, President.

CHARLES THOMSON, Sec.Attest.

TO be'SOLD, the brigantine TWO FRIENDS, She
i is a ‘prime sailor,. but. thiee. years old, and carries

nine hundred and fifty or a thousand barrels of flour.
.. The schooner MARY ANN. _Sheis a prime sailor, bat
sfour years old, ‘and ‘carries four hundred and fiftybarrels of
flour. |

@
:

.
‘The schooner is loadedand ‘ready to-go,. and will be fold

‘with her cargo, or alone, . She has an inventory suitable and

complete. The brig may be fitted for sea with a very {mall
‘expence, and the schooner requires none. Both veflels are

very good, butany gentleman inclining to purchase may have
them viewed by proper peifons. Inquire for Mr. JOHN
PARRY, on board thebrig,.at Vine-fireet wharf.

#T N 0 be SOLD, a‘Quantity of very fine TIMOTHY

’,l *HAY of ‘this'yéarsgrowth, “Tiiquite‘of ‘the prister.

AFEW Fogfheads and Barrels of JAMAICA
_ SUGAR, of the best quality, to be fold by.

DAVID SPROAT.

YNS TAYLOR, UrHOLSTERER, in Second street

H between Matkét and Arch ftrees (late from Saint

James’s; London) begs leave, by this method, to inform his

friends and the public in general, that he makes up all

kind of futniture in ihe newest fathion, viz. dumhe, teafter;
drapery,Venetian, Gothic, canopy, sour-post and couch beds,
also fieid and camp beds, all forts ofmaccrefles, Venetian

and feftoon window. curtains, dnd everyother article of

household furniwire, on the most reafodablé terms.

AMELIA TAYLOR; Miraner and ManTUA Makeßr,
makes upall forts of milanéry goods, viz. childbed linen,

chilarens robes, jams, frocks, vests and tonics, gentlemens
shirts, stocks, gloves, and all kind of needlework, in the

very neatelt manner.—For {ale, forne fine Holland shirts full

toammed. - .
N. B. Part ofa house to be 13, with good cellars, &c.

T O be LET, a Lot of good Grass Greund, in Spring-
. girden, containing near four acres, with a commo-

dious Brick Houie, two stories high, four rooms on 2 floor;

Baras, Stables, Smoak House, Garden, and two Pumps of

good Water, lately occupted by William Shipley. For far-

ter particulars inquire of David Pancoaft, in Fourth-street,
between Race and Vine-streets. *

’ISAAC__ HAZLBHURST has for sale, at his fore in

_

Water-street, the fitth door above Mart.et-ftreet, COF-~

FEE of the best 'quality, Maufcovado SUGARS in hegfheads,
tierces and barrels, MOLASSES, CINNAMON, POW-

DER Bi.UE, and 4few hogsheads of exceeding good Ja-
maica SPIRITS five yéarsold: Jume 15,.1776.

SILVER FACED WATCH, larger than the common

A size, maker’s name James Gerrard, London, No. ig9ig,
was LOSTout 'of ‘the subscriber’s house on the ninth inst. It

is supposed to be stolen by a person in company with two

others, who'were known to pass by early that morning. Any
‘pefin ‘who shall have it offered to him tor sale, is'dcfired to

ttop it, and on deiivering it to Joseph Steward in Hanover

‘townfhip, Burlington ‘county, New-Jersey,or to theprinter,
shall have FOUR DOLLARS reward..

T'O bt SOLD, by Attinore and Hellings, at their store

¥ ‘on the wharf, a tew doors below Cheinut-fireet, Bar

Iroh, ‘American blister, spring, ‘and square Steel, sheet and

rod Iron, Bake Plates, Iron Tea Kettles, Dutch Ovens,
Pots, Kettles, ‘and Skellets, Tea at the price limited by

Congress, loaf and brown Sugars, Molafles, French Brandy,
‘Fy'il Wine, “Nutmegs,Spermaceti and Whale Oil, Mack-

arel, &c. &c. &c. 5

' USCOVADO SUGAR:and COFFEE in hogtheads,
M excelient HYSON TEA in quarter chests, PIMEN-
TO, CHOCOL'AYE ‘and PEPPER, Madeira WINE, in

pipes and ‘quarter calks, ‘and ‘a few: -qsarter catks of choice

French BRANDY, to be fo'd by Simuel Garrigues, jun.
and Co.'in"Mafker-firéet,near the London Coffee-houfe.

‘QUANTITYof INDIGO to be fold by James Gal-

Zs “lagher, in Front-ireet, thecornerot -Spruce-fireet.
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PHILADELPHTIA, July 6.

Extra& of a letterfrom the Camp-at Sorrél, 13th Juae, 1776.
<« On the eighth instant a detachmentof about fixteenr

hundred men, wunder the command of General Thompson,
left the mouth of Nicolztre, in order to surprise the enemy at

‘Three Rivers. The design was to have aitacked the town

before day, but some uniorefeen accidents retarded him, so

that it was quite light before he got near the town. An ad-
vanced boat discovered the party on their march, gave the

alarm, and was fired upon by the rifiemen, who drove her

of into the stream. This happened a littte before sunrise;
and as all prospect of succeeding by {urprife was then over,

the General, determined to make the attack,. ordered the

diums to beat, to put the best face upon the matter, and in-

timidate the enemy. In this manner the march continuel

till they came within the reach of the veflz!s, some of which

were anchored along the shore for about a mile, or a mile

and a half above the town, when 4 brisk. cannonade began.

from them, but without effe, or occafiuning the least disor-
der among the troops, who bore it with as a good a counte-

nance as the beit veterans in the world could have done,

Colonel Maxwell who led the firlt division, feeing, however,

that in proceeding by theroad he would be expoled to a very

galling fire from all the vefiels, seventeen in number, turned

2lictle to the est, in order to crosswhat appeared tobe a peint
of woods, and by which it seemed as if we could gain the

hieighth of the town, waere the dring from the vefels wounld
be meffetaal. . This poiut turned out to be a very thick

swamp of great extent, and which took up. three hours or

more to get through; every flep to the knge, and very often

-a great deal higher. This was very unfavourable to us, for

it was impofiible for men to march through it withoat being
breken, aud a good deal of coufufion. And.as the enemy

were ready for us at the farther fide, there was neither time

por ground to. form.them properly. The consequence was,

as you may judge, that we had the worflof it. i

¢« The General’s-original plan was o have attacked before

day at four separate piaces ; two attacks by the opposite ends

of the main street, ard two attacks by the cross street ; each

division consisting of three hundred men. A reserve of two.

hundred and fifty was to remarmn ready for thefuppert of any
of theothers. 12m almost persuaded, that had we arrived 1n

time to have put- thisin-execution, it would have {ucceeded,.
notwithstanding the great {uperiority of the enemy in point of

numbers; but the morning and the swamp,. as I told you
before, broke.in upon this pian. . No new oanel was formed,
nor indeed had the General it in his power to form- one, for

-one’of ‘the-divifions was separated from the rest in pafling the

dwamp, uor <id the Gen. know where they weretill the firing
began from them. All hg could then do,:was-to order them

“to be supported. ~This was -done for some time with effeét,
the enemy having troke and given way for some distance;
“but being supported in their turn,-they drove our people
back, who'bore, ir a soldier like ananner, 2 very heavy fire

from the mufquetry, and two pieces of field artillery, ‘fome-

times loaded withgrape and sometimes with round thot. .We
_were, however, after repeated attacks, obliged to. give way,,
‘the enemy scarcely pursuing us.

« ‘Qurlofs is‘in.confide¢rabre astoinumbers. =B, glas; not

so as to men, General Thompson being among the prisoners.
Though we ‘had the worst of it, ‘1 hgpe-we-have made some

imp:cflicn on the minds.of cur enemies. They allow-we be-

bhaved well; and it will not tell amiss that twelve hundred

Americansattacked, under every ‘difadvantage, four thou-

sand Britith troops,. obliged them at firlt .to give way,/and,
wiaen oeac back, made a retreat of forty-five miles with the
lof of übout onehuadred and fifty men.””

. Last Thorfday the Committee of Officers and Privates of
the Associators of this province met ac Lancaster, when Col.
Rouberdeau of this city, and Col. Ewing of York county,
were ele¢ted Brigadier Generals.

At a Board ot Officers from {even companies in the fifth dif-
tri of the county of Philadclphia, held at Caprain Jacob
Wert’s, soy forming-a fifth battalion, the following gentle-
men wer chosen, viz. John Bull, Efg; Colenel ; Robert Cur-

rie, Lieutenant-Colonel ; George Wrightand Thomas Rees,
Majors ; Dr. Abel Morgan, Surgeon, and John Beker,
Standard-Bearer. . : ' ]

*.* All. persons-indebted to the printer, are requited to

fettle immediately, also to advance one balf of the tubferip.
tion towards the second year.—ls proper regard be ncg paid to

this advertifemens, he will soon be under the dilagreeable
neceflity of DROVPING the Pennsylvania Evening Post, the.

price of paper aad vther ariicles being o greatly ad:anced..

AT-a Conference of the Delegates in Congress for the Stares

of ‘New-York, New-Jersey. and Pennsylvania, of"the

Commitiee of Safety of Pepafylvania, the Commitiee of In-

spection and Observation for the city and liberties of Philadel-

phia, acd the Field Officers.of the five bartalions of the said
city, &c. at the State-House in Bhiladcl&hia, o the fifth day
of July, 1776, in -pusiuance.of the following resolutionof
Cengrefs, to wit.q, . g 3

In €ONGRESB, July s 3776, . .-

" Resolved, T'hat the Delegates of New-York,. New-Jersey,
and Pennsylvania be'a Comumittee to confer withthe Commit.
tee-of Safety es Peanfylvania, the Committee of Infpectiop
of the City and Liberties of Philadelphia,and the ,-Ficfii Ofh-

cers of the ‘battalions cof:the (aid city and liberties, on the
best means of defending the colopies of New-jersey and
Pennsylvania, and that they be empoweredto fend exprefles
where neceflary. - __jOHN HANCOQCK, President. ..

: THOMAS M‘KEAN in the chair..- -
Resolved, That it appears to the:Conferees, that all the

aflociated militia of Pennsylvania (excepting the counties of

Weftmoreland, Bedford and. Northumberland) who .can be
furnifhed with arms and .accoutrements, should be forthwith

requetted to march with the utmoit expedition to Trenton

(except the militia for Nerthampton county, who are to

march:direétly forNew-Brunswick) in New-Jersey; and thac’
the said militia.continue in serviceuntil the flying camp of

ten thousand -men can be colle@ed torelieve them, wnjefs they -
shall-be sooner discharged by Cangrefs.

~ :
Resolved, 'T'hat thesmilitia.march by companies to the place

of rendezvaus. 0
Resolved, That the said militia- be takeninto Continental

pay, and receive the fame pay, allowances and rations with
the Continental troops, from the time they. begin their march -

untilithey return to their refpeétive hames. : .
Resolved, That those of the three battalions of the Penns

fylvania troops, now remainingin theprovince, be ~rdered to

march immedratelyfor New-Brunswick, in New- Jersey. '
" Resolved, That the.Committee.of Safety of this colony-
-provide as many tents asthey can for the {aid militia. . g
. Resolved that the Commitiees of Infpsttion, &c. in the se-
veral counties furnitha good .ke(blqh”m every fix men, “and gi\;g
all theaffiftance.in their .power that“the said militiabe well

armed and equipped,.and march with the greatest expedition,
@

" THOMAS M‘KEAN, Chauwrman.

’ in CCON'G R ES:B, July 5, 1276, p
Resolved, That the. Committees of inipetion,forthe seve-

ralconnties-in -thecolony of Pennlylvania, bedirected to or.

der fuch'troops as they amay raise for.the fly ng camp to ‘be
marched to Trenwn, the reiolve of yeiterday 10 march them.

to Philadelphia notwithstanding. .

P
Ty
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Resolved, That this Congress highly approve of the fore-

goin refotunions, and recommend it to the good people of
Pennsylvania to carry the fame into execution, with the fame

laudable readiness, which they have hitherto manifefted in

supporting the injured rights of their country. :
; - By order of Congress, :

; “JOHN HANCOCK, President..

«% Tt was agreed in'the Conference at the sState-Houfe on

Friday morning lzft, that the five battalions of militia of this

¢ity and libertiesshould be requested to meet on Monday af<
ternoon precisely at five o’clock, in order to have read to

them the Resolutions of the ‘Conferenee between the Delegartes
of New-York, New-Jersey, and Pennsylvania, the Com-

mittee of Safety of this province, the Committee of Infpec-
tian, &c. for this city and liberties, and the Field Officers of

the five battalions, on the most expeditious m~de of march-

ing' the ‘mititia of «this province to New-Jersey 5 .and it is

hoped tha: every Aflociator will attend at that hour. :

By the New-YorkPost, which arrived this day, we have-the
. tollowing intelligence, viz. . 3 g

5 B O ST O'N; June 27.

Monday last came from Newbury port a young ‘man. be-
longing to this town, who ‘inforins usthathe left Halifax

thirty days ago, that the troops were all’ embarked on board

the. traniports said to be ‘deflined for New-York or Boften,
but it was generailybelieved for the former; that. they bad

at that time no reinforcements, except about three hundred

from the Weit Indies, whowere blown off this coaft<lafl tail;

that provisions were very fearce ; that he saw Malter James
L vell, who was cruclly confined-hére in jailyby erder of

G.en. Gage, for ten months, and from thence taken ‘with the

Bunker’s-hill prisoners and carried to- Halitax, -and .com-

nitted to prison, where he remained when our informant

came away, that he'kept up his spirits with surprising firm-

nefs amid@t the accumulated insults and injuries he had re-

teived, and had petitioned Gené?m‘.fldw9%s%sg~bp
Jiberated, or sent to England for trial. ‘That Gen. Brattie and

Simon Tufts messed together in a little chamber over a giog-

fhop; and that Sir Francis Green 'was busy in distributing
the arms treacheronily detained from theinhabitants ot this

town to the refagees and others ‘6f that corps, in cale of being
called upon to aflift in the diabolical purpose of butchering
and enslaving thegood people of these colonics.

Sunday moinifiwérc discovered, ftandinginfor this har-

bour, twelve or tiftteen fail of vefiels, whid% have been ply-
icg on and off in-a strange manner ever fiace. "We hape in

our next to be able to give a good account of them.

The Eastern Post inform as, that another fieet was seen
off Cape Ann yesterday. :
*“Mr. Ebenezer Hancock of this town fbrother to the Prefi-

‘denc of the Grand Congrefs] is appointed Deputy Paymalter
to the Continental troops in the northern district.

;

: L 8 W RCESIT ER,% June28, :
¢ “The Superior Court of Judicatare, Courtof Aflize, and

-General J&il Delivery, fat Jait week-at Ipfwich,in and forthe

‘eountyotEssex; and tranfatted bufirefs boih of a-criniinal

and £i7i] mdture, to the great joy and fatisfaction of every true

friend (o his country, order, and civil faciety, it being the

“firftuinder the auspicesof ournew government. :
. NEW-LONDON,, June 28.

Since our -last the brig Cabot, Capt. Hinman, the brig
Andreas Doria, Capt. Bidale, and the Fiy teader, partof the

Continental flect, have arrived heie.

A considerable numberofvefiels, bound to differént 'foreign
ports, are now lying in this harbor, waiting a favorable op-
portunity to put to sea. ‘ : ‘
: ‘NEW-Y ORK, July 4 .

On Monday about one thousand of the ministerial troops
landed on the welt end of Long-island, but soon embarked

again, and feeing a party of riflemen, said to be about one

thousand, gave them three huzzas, which they returned with
the Indian war whoop. On Tuesday morning some of them

appeared coming up, and before night about forty-five fail
came abovethe Narrows, and anchored at and near the Wa-

tering place, where they fired about fifty cannon shot, of
which we have not heard the occasion, and landed many of
their men, whom we cculd plainly fee exercising and parad-
ing. It was apprchended they intended to penetrate into the
interior parts of the island, or to feme of the neighbourin
towns, but it does not appear that they have yet attempted 1&]
or done any thing on shore, except taking up a little bridge
on the causeway between the Laoding and the Highlands, at

the Ferry. We hear General Mercer, with a detachment,
was yesterday defpatched «to watch their motioss, aud act as

occasion might require., o

Philadelphia, June 27, 1776.
X 7HEREAS, agrecable toan A¢tof Aflimbly of this pro-W .vince, tour-perice per gallon duty is laid on {piritucus

liquors, for the support of the government of the fame, the
retailers whereof, and lrkewife those that are indeoted for the

duty on the liquors aforelaid for their private uie, are hereby
desired fpeedilyto’difchargé the fame, ' '

Those whose accountssave jtood beyond the customary time
of payment, will please to take notice, that unlels they are

speedily difeharged, 4 shall sue for the fame. i
WILEIAM CRIiSPIN, Colle&or.

T WO DO4ILI L AR S Reward.
‘CTRAYED from thepaftore ofWber, in North-S Weales, en the second initant, a v HORSE, tive

years ‘old, about” fifteen hands high, has a large fiar in his
forehead, paces, tlots, and canrers well, and is shod pfl
réund. W hoever takes

up {aid Horse, and brings him t) the

{ubfcriber, or to Benjamin David’s, at the signof the Gegprge
in Second-fireet, Philadelphia, shall have the above reward
and reafa able charges. - Bt

E Yy 6k e P CALEB FOULKE.

A COACHMAN, awhite or black, of a good chara&er,
may have immediate and conitant employ by Inquuing

of the printer. July 6. ~ 3

W HEREAS theWifeof Joseph Cartwright having eloped
f from him fandry times, he requefis all persons not to

“traft _ker, as he will not pay any.debts she may contract.
-

July6i 1776, - © JOSEPH CARTWRIGHT. .
& T T AR " LB+ 24 ;

A'cfianficy@f RYESPIRITS to be foldat o e
4\ Rees’s hattel‘;iw_cowmerof Charch-alley,in Third-

fireet, i 3 f’> £ ~_! o P fii, &

‘

) :
PHILADELPHIA: Printed by BENJAMIN

TOWNE, in Front-flreet, near the London

Coffee-Houfe, i .
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